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THE OVERVIEW

Our portion marks the conclusion of both the Holiness Code and the book of Vayikra or
Leviticus. In the first part of the portion we address the final section of the Holiness Code with
its extensive list of blessings and curses. In the final chapter of the book of Leviticus we
discuss the system of evaluation for consecrated people, animals, and property given to the
service of YHWH. Many modern scholars feel that this final chapter was appended to the book
of Leviticus by later redactors. We shall see how this chapter is intrinsically related to the rest
of the book and why it is intentionally located at the conclusion of the book of Leviticus. Both
sections are filled with powerful hermeneutical revelations for the children of Israel.

THE OUTLINE

The outline of this final portion may be broken down into two major sections — the conclusion
of the Holiness Code and the conclusion of the book of Leviticus.

e Leviticus 26:3-46 The Conclusion of the Holiness Code

o Leviticus 26:3-13 The blessings
o Leviticus 26:14-39 The curses
= Leviticus 26:14-17 Phase one
= Leviticus 26:18-22 Phase two
= Leviticus 26:23-26 Phase three
= Leviticus 26:27-39 Phase four
o Leviticus 26:40-45  The remedy
o Leviticus 26:46 The conclusion

e Leviticus 27:1-34 The Conclusion of the Book of Vayikra

Leviticus 27:1-8 The valuation of persons
Leviticus 27:9-13 The valuation of animals
Leviticus 27:14-15  The valuation of houses
Leviticus 27:16-25  The valuation of fields
Leviticus 27:26-27  The valuation of firstlings
Leviticus 27:28-29  Devoted things

Leviticus 27:30-33 The tithe

Leviticus 27: 34 The conclusion
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SUGGESTED STUDY QUESTIONS

What typical pattern is evident in this portion?

What are the five categories of blessings described?

How does this section echo the promises of Egypt?

What are the seven promises of YHWH?

What is the first blessing?

How are the other blessings contingent upon the first blessing?
What is the means of blessing?

What is the ultimate result of obedience?

What is the motivation for obedience?

10. What is the first letter of this section on blessing? What is the last letter?
11. What is the meaning of this revelation?

12. How many verses speak of blessings?

13. How many verses speak of curses?

14. Why are there more verses on curses than blessings?

15. Does this mean that YHWH is more ready to curse than to bless?
16. How many phases of curses are there?

17. What is the purpose of the curses?

18. What does this reveal about the Creator?

19. What does this reveal about us?

20. Who determines whether we receive blessings or curses?

21. What is the meaning of erech?

22. What is the purpose for this process?

23. Are men more valuable than women?

24. What are dedicated things?

25. Why is the teaching on dedication and vows at the end of the book?
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THE TEXT

Vayikra 26:3-27:34 If ye walk in My statutes, and
keep My commandments, and do them; “then I will
give you rain in due season, and the land shall
yield her increase, and the trees of the field shall
yield their fruit. 5And your threshing shall reach
unto the vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto
the sowing time: and ye shall eat your bread to the
full, and dwell in your land safely. °And I will give
peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and none
shall make you afraid: and I will rid evil beasts out
of the land, neither shall the sword go through your
land. 7And ye shall chase your enemies, and they
shall fall before you by the sword. 3And five of you
shall chase an hundred, and an hundred of you
shall put ten thousand to flight: and your enemies
shall fall before you by the sword. °For I will have
respect unto you, and make you fruitful, and
multiply you, and establish My covenant with you.
10And ye shall eat old store, and bring forth the old
because of the new. 11And I will set My tabernacle
among you: and My soul shall not abhor you. 12And
I will walk among you, and will be your Elohim, and
ye shall be My people. 13 am YHWH your Elohim,
which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt,
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that ye should not be their bondmen; and I have
broken the bands of your yoke, and made you go
upright. 1#But if ye will not hearken unto Me, and
will not do all these commandments; 5and if ye
shall despise My statutes, or if your soul abhor My
judgments, so that ye wil not do all My
commandments, but that ye break My covenant: 161
also will do this unto you; I will even appoint over
you terror, consumption, and the burning ague, that
shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart:
and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your
enemies shall eat it. 17And I will set My face against
you, and ye shall be slain before your enemies: they
that hate you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee
when none pursueth you. 18And if ye will not yet for
all this hearken unto Me, then I will punish you
seven times more for your sins. 19And I will break
the pride of your power; and I will make your
heaven as iron, and your earth as brass: 2%and your
strength shall be spent in vain: for your land shall
not yield her increase, neither shall the trees of the
land yield their fruits. 2!And if ye walk contrary
unto Me, and will not hearken unto Me; I will bring
seven times more plagues upon you according to
your sins. 22I will also send wild beasts among you,
which shall rob you of your children, and destroy
your cattle, and make you few in number; and your
high ways shall be desolate. 23And if ye will not be
reformed by Me by these things, but will walk
contrary unto Me; ?*then will I also walk contrary
unto you, and will punish you yet seven times for
your sins. 25And I will bring a sword upon you, that
shall avenge the quarrel of My covenant: and when
ye are gathered together within your cities, I will
send the pestilence among you; and ye shall be
delivered into the hand of the enemy. 2°And when I
have broken the staff of your bread, ten women
shall bake your bread in one oven, and they shall
deliver you your bread again by weight: and ye
shall eat, and not be satisfied. 27And if ye will not
for all this hearken unto Me, but walk contrary unto
Me; 28then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury;
and I, even I, will chastise you seven times for your
sins. 29And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and
the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat. 39And I will
destroy your high places, and cut down your
images, and cast your carcases upon the carcases
of your idols, and My soul shall abhor you. 31And I
will make your cities waste, and bring your
sanctuaries unto desolation, and I will not smell the
savour of your sweet odours. 32And I will bring the
land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell
therein shall be astonished at it. 33And I will scatter
you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword
after you: and your land shall be desolate, and your
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cities waste. 3*Then shall the land enjoy her
Sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in
your enemies’ land; even then shall the land rest,
and enjoy her Sabbaths. 35As long as it lieth
desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in your
Sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it. 3°And upon them
that are left alive of you I will send a faintness into
their hearts in the lands of their enemies; and the
sound of a shaken leaf shall chase them; and they
shall flee, as fleeing from a sword; and they shall
fall when none pursueth. 37And they shall fall one
upon another, as it were before a sword, when none
pursueth: and ye shall have no power to stand
before your enemies. 38And ye shall perish among
the heathen, and the land of your enemies shall eat
you up. S9And they that are left of you shall pine
away in their iniquity in your enemies’ lands; and
also in the iniquities of their fathers shall they pine
away with them. 4#If they shall confess their
iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their
trespass which they trespassed against Me, and
that also they have walked contrary unto Me; *and
that I also have walked contrary unto them, and
have brought them into the land of their enemies; if
then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and
they then accept of the punishment of their iniquity:
#2then will I remember My covenant with Jacob, and
also My covenant with Isaac, and also My covenant
with Abraham will I remember; and I will remember
the land. #3The land also shall be left of them, and
shall enjoy her Sabbaths, while she lieth desolate
without them: and they shall accept of the
punishment of their iniquity: because, even because
they despised My judgments, and because their
soul abhorred My statutes. *And yet for all that,
when they be in the land of their enemies, I will not
cast them away, neither will I abhor them, to
destroy them utterly, and to break My covenant with
them: for I am YHWH their Elohim. 4°But I will for
their sakes remember the covenant of their
ancestors, whom I brought forth out of the land of
Egypt in the sight of the heathen, that I might be
their Elohim: I am YHWH. “These are the statutes
and judgments and laws, which YHWH made
between Him and the children of Israel in mount
Sinai by the hand of Moses.

271And YHWH spake unto Moses, saying, 2Speak
unto the children of Israel, and say unto them,
When a man shall make a singular vow, the
persons shall be for YHWH by thy estimation. 3And
thy estimation shall be of the male from twenty
years old even unto sixty years old, even thy
estimation shall be fifty shekels of silver, after the
shekel of the sanctuary. *And if it be a female, then
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thy estimation shall be thirty shekels. >And if it be
from five years old even unto twenty years old, then
thy estimation shall be of the male twenty shekels,
and for the female ten shekels. °And if it be from a
month old even unto five years old, then thy
estimation shall be of the male five shekels of silver,
and for the female thy estimation shall be three
shekels of silver. 7And if it be from sixty years old
and above; if it be a male, then thy estimation shall
be fifteen shekels, and for the female ten shekels.
SBut if he be poorer than thy estimation, then he
shall present himself before the priest, and the
priest shall value him; according to his ability that
vowed shall the priest value him. °And if it be a
beast, whereof men bring an offering unto YHWH,
all that any man giveth of such unto YHWH shall be
holy. 1°He shall not alter it, nor change it, a good for
a bad, or a bad for a good: and if he shall at all
change beast for beast, then it and the exchange
thereof shall be holy. 1And if it be any unclean
beast, of which they do not offer a sacrifice unto
YHWH, then he shall present the beast before the
priest: 12and the priest shall value it, whether it be
good or bad: as thou valuest it, who art the priest,
so shall it be. 13But if he will at all redeem it, then
he shall add a fifth part thereof unto thy estimation.
14And when a man shall sanctify his house to be
holy unto YHWH, then the priest shall estimate it
whether it be good or bad: as the priest shall
estimate it, so shall it stand. 1°And if he that
sanctified it will redeem his house, then he shall
add the fifth part of the money of thy estimation
unto it, and it shall be his. 1°And if a man shall
sanctify unto YHWH some part of a field of his
possession, then thy estimation shall be according
to the seed thereof: an homer of barley seed shall be
valued at fifty shekels of silver. 17If he sanctify his
field from the year of yovel, according to thy
estimation it shall stand. 18But if he sanctify his
field after the yovel, then the priest shall reckon
unto him the money according to the years that
remain, even unto the year of the yovel, and it shall
be abated from thy estimation. 1°9And if he that
sanctified the field will in any wise redeem it, then
he shall add the fifth part of the money of thy
estimation unto it, and it shall be assured to him.
20And if he will not redeem the field, or if he have
sold the field to another man, it shall not be
redeemed any more. 2!1But the field, when it goeth
out in the yovel, shall be holy unto YHWH, as a field
devoted; the possession thereof shall be the priest’s.
22And if a man sanctify unto YHWH a field which he
hath bought, which is not of the fields of his
possession; 23then the priest shall reckon unto him
the worth of thy estimation, even unto the year of
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the yovel: and he shall give thine estimation in that
day, as a holy thing unto YHWH. 24In the year of
the yovel the field shall return unto him of whom it
was bought, even to him to whom the possession of
the land did belong. 2°And all thy estimations shall
be according to the shekel of the sanctuary: twenty
gerahs shall be the shekel. 26Only the firstling of the
beasts, which should be YHWH'S firstling, no man
shall sanctify it; whether it be ox, or sheep: it is
YHWH’S. 27And if it be of an unclean beast, then he
shall redeem it according to thine estimation, and
shall add a fifth part of it thereto: or if it be not
redeemed, then it shall be sold according to thy
estimation. 28Notwithstanding no devoted thing, that
a man shall devote unto YHWH of all that he hath,
both of man and beast, and of the field of his
possession, shall be sold or redeemed: every
devoted thing is most holy unto YHWH. 29None
devoted, which shall be devoted of men, shall be
redeemed; but shall surely be put to death. 3°And
all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the
land, or of the fruit of the tree, is YHWH’S: it is holy
unto YHWH. 31And if a man will at all redeem ought
of his tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth part
thereof. 52And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of
the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod,
the tenth shall be holy unto YHWH. 33He shall not
search whether it be good or bad, neither shall he
change it: and if he change it at all, then both it and
the change thereof shall be holy; it shall not be
redeemed. 3*These are the commandments, which
YHWH commanded Moses for the children of Israel
in mount Sinai. (Leviticus 26:3-27:34 KJV)
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The story of the children of Israel genuinely begins with the calling of Abram to leave his
nation, his family, and his father’s house and follow YHWH to a land chosen by the Creator for
His holy purpose.

Now YHWH had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2and I will
make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and
thou shalt be a blessing: Sand I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. (Genesis 12:1-3
KJV)

Because of Abraham’s obedience and faithfulness, this unique calling was passed down from
Abraham to his descendants.

For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him,
and they shall keep the way of YHWH, to do justice and judgment; that YHWH
may bring upon Abraham that which He hath spoken of him. (Genesis 18:19 KJV)

And Elohim said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call
his name Isaac: and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting
covenant, and with his seed after him. (Genesis 17:19 KJV)

But My covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at
this set time in the next year. (Genesis 17:21 KJV)

And YHWH appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the
land which I shall tell thee of: 3sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and
will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and
I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father; 4and I will make
thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these
countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; *because
that Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My charge, My commandments, My
statutes, and My laws. (Genesis 26:2-5 KJV)

And El Shaddai bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou
mayest be a multitude of people; and give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee,
and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a
stranger, which Elohim gave unto Abraham. (Genesis 28:3-4 KJV)

And, behold, YHWH stood above it, and said, I am YHWH Elohim of Abraham thy
father, and the Elohim of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it,
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and to thy seed; 1*and thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt
spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south:
and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. °And,
behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and
will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that
which I have spoken to thee of. (Genesis 28:13-15 KJV)

YHWH did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in
number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: 8but because YHWH
loved you, and because He would keep the oath which He had sworn unto your
fathers, hath YHWH brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out
of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. (Deuteronomy
7:7-8 KJV)

Only YHWH had a delight in thy fathers to love them, and He chose their seed
after them, even you above all people, as it is this day. (Deuteronomy 10:15 KJV)

The promises and calling to YHWH’S holy purpose given to Abraham in the book of Genesis
reached their zenith in the great redemption and deliverance of his descendants out of bondage

in Egypt.

And He said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a
land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four
hundred years; 14and also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and
afterward shall they come out with great substance. 15And thou shalt go to thy
fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 1°But in the fourth
generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet
full. (Genesis 15:13-16 KJV)

And Elohim spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am YHWH: Sand I appeared
unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of El Shaddai, but by My
name YHWH was I not known to them. “And I have also established My covenant
with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein
they were strangers. And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel,
whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered My covenant.
6Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am YHWH, and I will bring you out
from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage,
and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments: 7and I
will take you to Me for a people, and I will be to you an Elohim: and ye shall know
that I am YHWH your Elohim, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of
the Egyptians. 8And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did
swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an
heritage: I am YHWH. (Exodus 6:2-8 KJV)

In fulfillment of the covenant made with Abraham and his descendants, YHWH delivered the
children of Israel from bondage and brought them to Himself for a holy purpose. The purpose
of the calling upon Abraham and his descendants was not merely to occupy the land of
Canaan; Israel was also to become a royal priesthood and a holy nation. This purpose is most
emphatically revealed in the covenant made at Mount Sinai. The children of Israel were called
to become the administrators of YHWH’S grace, mercy, justice, righteousness, and love in the
world. Israel was called to embody His self-revelation, the Torah, so that all the world would
know and love the Sovereign Creator of the universe.

Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye
shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine:
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6and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the
words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. (Exodus 19:5-6 KJV)

To fulfill their calling, the children of Israel must submit themselves wholly to keeping the
Torah from the heart. To fulfill their calling, the children of Israel must not merely keep the
literal words of the Torah; they must also sanctify the land of Israel and themselves and
become holy vessels for the Spirit of the Creator to manifest Himself through them. Therefore,
many of the teachings, distinctions, judgments, and revelations contained within the Torah
teach the children of Israel how to sanctify themselves and their world for this holy purpose.
From the making of the covenant at Mount Sinai, the Torah has been focused upon the
threefold process of sanctification.

e Exodus 40:1-Leviticus 7:38 The Sanctification of the Tabernacle
e Leviticus 8:1-36 The Sanctification of the Priesthood
e Leviticus 9:1-27:34 The Sanctification of the Children of Israel

For the past eight weeks we have been studying the portion of the Torah commonly referred to
as the Holiness Code. This code specifically focuses upon the sanctification of the children of
Israel. Baruch A. Levine has given us the general outline of the code:

e Leviticus 17 The prologue—prohibition against eating blood

e Leviticus 18 Commandments governing forbidden sexual unions—incest,
adultery, sodomy, homosexuality, etc.

e Leviticus 19 A code of religious and secular laws, including matters pertaining

to agriculture, testimony, social ethics, and certain rituals
associated with sacrifices

e Leviticus 20 A legally formulated restatement of chapter 18, with the addition
of some new laws

e Leviticus 21:1-22:16 Ordinances governing the priesthood in matters of ritual purity,
marriage, and the physical prerequisites of officiating in a priestly
capacity

e Leviticus 22:17-33  Requirements for sacrificial animals and regulations for the
shelamim offering that was frequently brought by individual

Israelites

e Leviticus 23 A liturgical calendar of the year’s festivals and sacred occasions,
including the Sabbath

e Leviticus 24 Several laws regarding the eternal light, the bread of display,

talion,! and blasphemy

e Leviticus 25:1-26:2 Laws governing agriculture and the ownership of land, including
the law of the Sabbatical year. This section concludes with an
admonition against idolatry.

e Leviticus 26:3-46 The epilogue?

This week (the ninth week) we finally come to the conclusion of the Holiness Code. Typical of
many Ancient Near Eastern legal codes and covenants, the Holiness Code concludes with a
series of blessings and curses. Let us look at two examples of blessings and curses contained
in the conclusions of the ancient law codes of Lipit-Ishtar and Hammurabi.

! Talion is the principle or law of retaliation that a punishment inflicted should correspond in degree and kind to
the offense of the wrongdoer, as an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, or the death penalty for the murderer;
retributive justice.

? The JPS Torah Commentary: Leviticus, Baruch A. Levine, Jewish Publication Society, Pg. 111
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THE LAWS OF LIPIT-ISHTAR

In accordance with the true word of the god Utu, I made the lands of Sumer and
Akkad hold fair judicial procedures. In accordance with the utterance of the god
Enlil, I, Lipit-Ishtar, son of Enlil, eradicated enmity and violence. I made weeping,
lamentations, shouts for justice, and suits taboo. I made right and truth shine
forth, and I brought well-being to the lands of Sumer and Akkad...all humankind.
When I established justice in the lands of Sumer and Akkad, I erected this stela.3
He who will not do anything evil to it, who will not damage my work, who will
<non> efface my inscription and write his own name on it—may he be granted life
and breath of long days; may he raise his neck to heaven in the Ekur temple; may
the god Enlil’s brilliant countenance be turned upon him from above. (But) he who
does anything evil to it, who damages my work, who enters the treasure room,
who alters its pedestal, who effaces this inscription and writes his own name (in
place of mine), or, because of this curse, induces an outsider to remove it—that
man, whether he is a king, an enu-lord, or an ensi-ruler [...may he be completely
obliterated...]*

THE LAW CODE OF HAMMURABI

I am Hammurabi, king of justice, to whom the god Shamash has granted (insight
into) the truth. My pronouncements are choice, and my achievements are
unrivaled; they are meaningless only to the fool, but to the wise they are
praiseworthy. If that man (a future ruler) heeds my pronouncements which I have
inscribed upon my stela, and does not reject my judgments, change my
pronouncements, or alter my engraved image, then may the god Shamash
lengthen his reign, just as (he has done) for me, the king of justice, and so may he
shepherd his people with justice.

But should that man not heed my pronouncements, which I have inscribed upon
my stela, and should he slight my curses and not fear the curses of the gods, and
thus overturn the judgments that I rendered, change my pronouncements, alter my
engraved image, erase my inscribed name, and inscribe his own name (in its
place)—or should he, because of fear of these curses, have someone else do so—
that man, whether he is a king, or a lord, or a governor, or any person at all, may
the great god Anu, father of the gods, who has proclaimed my reign, deprive him
of the sheen of royalty, smash his scepter, and curse his destiny. May the god
Enlil, the lord, who determines destinies, whose utterance cannot be
countermanded, who magnifies by kingship, incite against him even in his own
residence disorder that cannot be quelled and a rebellion that will result in his
obliteration; may he cast his fate a reign of groaning, of few days, of years of
famine, or darkness without illumination, and of sudden death...5

We see this same pattern of blessings and curses repeated in the book of Devarim.

® Astela is an ancient upright stone or slab with an inscribed or sculptured surface, used as a monument or as a
commemorative tablet.

* Law Collections from Mesopotamia and Asia Minor, 2nd ed., Martha T. Roth, Society of Biblical Literature
Writings from the Ancient World, Atlanta: Scholars Press, Pp. 33-34

> |bid., Pp. 135-137
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THE BLESSINGS OF DEVARIM

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of YHWH
thy Elohim, to observe and to do all His commandments which I command thee
this day, that YHWH thy Elohim will set thee on high above all nations of the
earth: 2and all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt
hearken unto the voice of YHWH thy Elohim. 3Blessed shalt thou be in the city,
and blessed shalt thou be in the field. “Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and
the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the
flocks of thy sheep. °Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store. °Blessed shalt
thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out.
7"YHWH shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before
thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven
ways. SYHWH shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in
all that thou settest thine hand unto; and He shall bless thee in the land which
YHWH thy Elohim giveth thee. °YHWH shall establish thee an holy people unto
Himself, as He hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of
YHWH thy Elohim, and walk in His ways. 19And all people of the earth shall see
that thou art called by the name of YHWH, and they shall be afraid of thee. 11And
YHWH shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit
of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which YHWH sware unto
thy fathers to give thee. 12YHWH shall open unto thee His good treasure, the
heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of
thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow.
13And YHWH shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above
only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments
of YHWH thy Elohim, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them:
4and thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this
day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other elohim to serve them.
(Deuteronomy 28:1-14 KJV)

THE CURSES OF DEVARIM

But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of YHWH thy
Elohim, to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes which I
command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake
thee: 16cursed shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field.
17Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store. 18Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body,
and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.
19Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou
goest out. 2°YHWH shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that
thou settest thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and until thou
perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast
forsaken Me. 21YHWH shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee, until He have
consumed thee from off the land, whither thou goest to possess it. 22YHWH shall
smite thee with a consumption, and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and
with an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with
mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou perish. 23And thy heaven that is
over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be iron.
24YHWH shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust: from heaven shall it
come down upon thee, until thou be destroyed. 2°YHWH shall cause thee to be
smitten before thine enemies: thou shalt go out one way against them, and flee
seven ways before them: and shalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.
26And thy carcase shall be meat unto all fowls of the air, and unto the beasts of
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the earth, and no man shall fray them away. 27YHWH will smite thee with the
botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab, and with the itch,
whereof thou canst not be healed. 28YHWH shall smite thee with madness, and
blindness, and astonishment of heart: 2°and thou shalt grope at noonday, as the
blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt
be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save thee. 3°Thou
shalt betroth a wife, and another man shall lie with her: thou shalt build an
house, and thou shalt not dwell therein: thou shalt plant a vineyard, and shalt not
gather the grapes thereof. 3!Thine ox shall be slain before thine eyes, and thou
shalt not eat thereof: thine ass shall be violently taken away from before thy face,
and shall not be restored to thee: thy sheep shall be given unto thine enemies, and
thou shalt have none to rescue them. 32Thy sons and thy daughters shall be given
unto another people, and thine eyes shall look, and fail with longing for them all
the day long: and there shall be no might in thine hand. 33The fruit of thy land,
and all thy labours, shall a nation which thou knowest not eat up; and thou shalt
be only oppressed and crushed alway: 3*so that thou shalt be mad for the sight of
thine eyes which thou shalt see. 3>YHWH shall smite thee in the knees, and in the
legs, with a sore botch that cannot be healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the top
of thy head. S¢YHWH shall bring thee, and thy king which thou shalt set over thee,
unto a nation which neither thou nor thy fathers have known; and there shalt thou
serve other elohim, wood and stone. 37And thou shalt become an astonishment, a
proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither YHWH shall lead thee. 35Thou
shalt carry much seed out into the field, and shalt gather but little in; for the locust
shall consume it. 39Thou shalt plant vineyards, and dress them, but shalt neither
drink of the wine, nor gather the grapes; for the worms shall eat them. 4Thou
shalt have olive trees throughout all thy coasts, but thou shalt not anoint thyself
with the oil; for thine olive shall cast his fruit. #Thou shalt beget sons and
daughters, but thou shalt not enjoy them; for they shall go into captivity. #2All thy
trees and fruit of thy land shall the locust consume. 43The stranger that is within
thee shall get up above thee very high; and thou shalt come down very low. #*He
shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend to him: he shall be the head, and thou
shalt be the tail. *>Moreover all these curses shall come upon thee, and shall
pursue thee, and overtake thee, till thou be destroyed; because thou hearkenedst
not unto the voice of YHWH thy Elohim, to keep His commandments and His
statutes which He commanded thee: “6and they shall be upon thee for a sign and
for a wonder, and upon thy seed for ever. 47Because thou servedst not YHWH thy
Elohim with joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all
things; *Stherefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which YHWH shall send against
thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things: and He
shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until He have destroyed thee. *°YHWH
shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as
the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt not understand; °°a nation of
fierce countenance, which shall not regard the person of the old, nor shew favour
to the young: °land he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit of thy land,
until thou be destroyed: which also shall not leave thee either corn, wine, or oil, or
the increase of thy kine, or flocks of thy sheep, until he have destroyed thee.
52And he shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls come
down, wherein thou trustedst, throughout all thy land: and he shall besiege thee
in all thy gates throughout all thy land, which YHWH thy Elohim hath given thee.
33And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy
daughters, which YHWH thy Elohim hath given thee, in the siege, and in the
straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee: 5*so that the man that is
tender among you, and very delicate, his eye shall be evil toward his brother, and
toward the wife of his bosom, and toward the remnant of his children which he
shall leave: 55so that he will not give to any of them of the flesh of his children
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whom he shall eat: because he hath nothing left him in the siege, and in the
straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee in all thy gates. °°The
tender and delicate woman among you, which would not adventure to set the sole
of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be euvil
toward the husband of her bosom, and toward her son, and toward her daughter,
S7and toward her young one that cometh out from between her feet, and toward
her children which she shall bear: for she shall eat them for want of all things
secretly in the siege and straitness, wherewith thine enemy shall distress thee in
thy gates. 58If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are written
in this book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, YHWH THY
ELOHIM; 5°then YHWH will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy
seed, even great plagues, and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of
long continuance. %Moreover He will bring upon thee all the diseases of Egypt,
which thou wast afraid of; and they shall cleave unto thee. °1Also every sickness,
and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them will YHWH
bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed. °2And ye shall be left few in number,
whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for multitude; because thou wouldest not
obey the voice of YHWH thy Elohim. 93And it shall come to pass, that as YHWH
rejoiced over you to do you good, and to multiply you; so YHWH will rejoice over
you to destroy you, and to bring you to nought; and ye shall be plucked from off
the land whither thou goest to possess it. °*And YHWH shall scatter thee among
all people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other; and there thou shalt
serve other elohim, which neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood
and stone. %°And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the
sole of thy foot have rest: but YHWH shall give thee there a trembling heart, and
failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: ¢¢and thy life shall hang in doubt before thee;
and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life: 67in
the morning thou shalt say, Would Elohim it were even! And at even thou shalt
say, Would Elohim it were morning! For the fear of thine heart wherewith thou
shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see. %8And YHWH shall
bring thee into Egypt again with ships, by the way whereof I spake unto thee,
Thou shalt see it no more again: and there ye shall be sold unto your enemies for
bondmen and bondwomen, and no man shall buy you. (Deuteronomy 28:15-68
KJV)

We see a similar statement of blessings and curses at the conclusion of the book of Revelation.

Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. °For without are dogs,
and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever
loveth and maketh a lie. 16 Yeshua have sent my messenger to testify unto you
these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the
bright and morning star. 17And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely. 18For I testify unto every man that heareth the
words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, Elohim
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: %and if any man
shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, Elohim shall take
away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things
which are written in this book. (Revelation 22:14-19 KJV)

Our portion this week is clearly understood by the children of Israel as an essential part of the
covenant made with YHWH at Mount Sinai. This reality is affirmed for us in the fact that the
final verse of the code reminds us that these words were originally spoken to the children of
Israel at Mount Sinai and, therefore, have the same authority as the rest of the Torah.
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These are the statutes and judgments and laws, which YHWH made between Him
and the children of Israel in Mount Sinai by the hand of Moses. (Leviticus 26:46
KJV)

That these blessings and curses are indeed an intricate part of the covenant is made evident by
their connection not only with Sinai but also with the promises made by YHWH in Egypt. Note
the pattern of the seven “I will” statements.

Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am YHWH, and I will bring you out
from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage,
and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments: 7and I
will take you to Me for a people, and I will be to you an Elohim: and ye shall
know that I am YHWH your Elohim, which bringeth you out from under the
burdens of the Egyptians. SAnd I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the
which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it
you for an heritage: I am YHWH. (Exodus 6:6-8 KJV)

If ye walk in My statutes, and keep My commandments, and do them; “then I will
give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of
the field shall yield their fruit. SAnd your threshing shall reach unto the vintage,
and the vintage shall reach unto the sowing time: and ye shall eat your bread to
the full, and dwell in your land safely. °And I will give peace in the land, and ye
shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid: and I will rid evil beasts out of
the land, neither shall the sword go through your land. 7And ye shall chase your
enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword. SAnd five of you shall chase
an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight: and your
enemies shall fall before you by the sword. °For I will have respect unto you, and
make you fruitful, and multiply you, and establish My covenant with you. 19And
ye shall eat old store, and bring forth the old because of the new. 1And I will set
My tabernacle among you: and My soul shall not abhor you. 2And I will walk
among you, and will be your Elohim, and ye shall be My people. 13 am YHWH
your Elohim, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, that ye should not
be their bondmen; and I have broken the bands of your yoke, and made you go
upright. (Leviticus 26:3-13 KJV)

The connection between these two passages is not without purpose. If YHWH was able to
perform all that He promised the children of Israel while they were yet in bondage in Egypt,
then surely the children of Israel can be confident that YHWH can and will fulfill the promise of
these blessings once they are in the land of their inheritance.

The seven promises of Egypt are as follows:

I will bring you out of Egypt.

I will rid you of their bondage.

I will redeem you.

I will take you to Me for a people.

I will be to you an Elohim.

I will bring you to a land.

I will give it to you for an inheritance.

Nk

The seven promises of the Holiness Code are as follows:

1. I will give you rain.
2. I will give you peace.
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I will rid your land of wild beasts.

I will have respect for you.

I will set My Tabernacle among you.
I will walk among you.

I will be your Elohim.

Noaksw

While there are seven promises, the blessings fall into five basic categories. These same five
categories are seen again in the verses containing the curses.

Blessings for Obeying Curses for Disobeying

Rain and fertility (4-5)

Peace in the land (6)

Victory over enemies (7-8)
Prosperity beyond measure (9-10)
Elohim’s presence (11-13)

Famine and defeat (14-17)

Drought and poor harvest (18-20)

Wild animals kill children and livestock (21-22)
War, pestilence, famine (23-26)

Elohim’s abandonment of Israel to exile (27-39)6

Gk W=
Gk

We should note that the first of the blessings is rain. Rain may seem like a small and
mundane matter, but, in truth, it is very critical. First, let us note that only the Sovereign
Creator of the universe can cause the sun to shine and the rain to fall in its proper time. Rain
in its proper season is the declaration and reminder to the children of Israel that YHWH is the
source of all blessings. We should also note that rain brings fertility and fruitfulness to the
earth. Fruitfulness likewise brings a sense of peace and stability to the land. Let us recall that
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob all experienced famines that threatened their existence in the land
of promise. It may be helpful to us to understand that there are but two seasons in the land of
Israel — the rainy season, which extends from November to May, and the dry season, which
lasts from June through October. Below is a chart of the annual rainfall in the land of Israel.

Safad Haifa Tiberias Be@r Sheva Eilat
Days of Rain 58 51 47 27 5
Annual Rain 28 21 16 8 1
in Inches

For the sake of understanding, let us compare Israel’s rainfall with that of several areas of the
United States.

e Arizona receives 7 inches of rain annually.
e Michigan receives 28-36 inches of rain annually (plus 100 inches of snow).
e Louisiana receives 59 inches of rain annually.

As can be easily seen, water in Israel is a vital part of life. That YHWH begins with the blessing
of rain is a way of indicating that all the blessings dependent upon the rain coming in its due
season will also be poured out.

The promise of rain brings with it abundant crops and prosperity. The Torah teaches that the
crops will be so abundant that the children of Israel will not be finished threshing and

® Interpretation, A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching, Leviticus, Samuel E. Balentine, John Knox Press,
Pg. 199
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winnowing one year’s crop when the next year’s crop comes in. This is an assurance that there
will never be a time when there will be no food in Israel. Such prosperity will clearly place
Israel in a state to fulfill the calling and promise to Abraham that he and his descendants will
be a blessing to all nations. This prosperity is alluded to again in the blessings recorded in the
book of Devarim, where Israel is promised to be the head and not the tail, the lender and not
the borrower.

YHWH shall open unto thee His good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy
land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend
unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. 13And YHWH shall make thee the
head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be
beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of YHWH thy Elohim,
which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them. (Deuteronomy 28:12-
13 KJV)

The blessing of rain clearly brings prosperity, and prosperity brings freedom.

Note that the section of the portion dealing with the blessings begins with the word “if.” In
Hebrew, the word is im (aleph, mem).

If ye walk in My statutes, and keep My commandments, and do them; 4then I will
give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of
the field shall yield their fruit. (Leviticus 26:3-4 KJV)

This “if”/”then” language is the typical, conditional language found in legal codes, treaties, and
covenants. Thus, we should understand that these blessings are not unconditional promises;
in fact, they are conditioned upon the terms of the treaty or code. These blessings are to be
understood as the fruit of obeying the statutes and commandments. The clear message of this
passage is that obedience to YHWH is met with blessings. However, the ultimate blessing of
obedience is not that of rain, fertility, and prosperity. The ultimate blessing of obedience is to
be seen in the four final promises.

For I will have respect unto you, and make you fruitful, and multiply you, and
establish My covenant with you...l!And I will set My tabernacle among you:
and My soul shall not abhor you. 12And I will walk among you, and will be
your Elohim, and ye shall be My people. (Leviticus 26:9-12 KJV)

The presence of YHWH is the ultimate fruit of obedience. This is the fulfillment of the calling
upon Israel to be the vessel by which the image of YHWH is restored in the world. From the
beginning of our discussion about the sanctification of Israel, the focus has always been about
manifesting the image of YHWH. Israel is to be the living Tabernacle. The people of Israel are
to be the place where YHWH is seen among His creation. Therefore, the primary message of
this section is not a teaching about how to be blessed and prosper; rather, the primary
message is how to fulfill our calling and become a fit habitation for YHWH to manifest Himself
through Israel in the world. Obedience is clearly the key to this calling. We should note that
our portion reveals not only the primary purpose for our obedience but also the primary
motivation for our obedience.

I am YHWH your Elohim, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, that ye
should not be their bondmen; and I have broken the bands of your yoke, and

made you go upright. (Leviticus 26:13 KJV)

Here we learn that the primary motivation for keeping the statutes and commandments of
YHWH is not for the sake of salvation or to gain blessings and prosperity. Instead, we are to
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keep the covenant of YHWH out of love and gratitude for the One who redeemed us and
delivered us from bondage in Egypt.

I am afraid that since so many of the children of Israel have lived all their lives in the relative
political freedom of the nations of their exile, the weight of this divine act of redemption and
deliverance has been sadly diminished over time. What is not always evident to the believer
living in exile is the fact that we cannot genuinely keep all the covenant commandments while
living outside the land of Israel under the reign of a political system other than the Torah. We
must recall that every commandment, statute, ordinance, judgment, distinction, and ritual
contains a portion of the image of YHWH. Therefore, as long as we live in a place where we
cannot fulfill the whole Torah as it was commanded, we are missing a part of the image of
YHWH. We shall not know YHWH in full until we are living by the Spirit of YHWH in our own
land governed by Messiah and able to live the full Torah. In the meantime we must content
ourselves by living and manifesting what we can. However, it should grieve our hearts that we
know and manifest Him now only in part. It is our love for YHWH that leads to the desire to
know Him fully. That is the motivation for our obedience, not the promise of prosperity and
blessings.

Many have noted that the section of our portion dealing with blessings covers eleven verses,
while the section on curses covers twenty-six verses — more than double the verses on
blessings. For the uninitiated it may appear that YHWH is twice as severe in punishing as He
is generous in blessing. Many have looked at these verses and declared that the Elohim of the
Old Testament is demanding, wrathful, cruel, and even unjust. However, such an impression
is based upon ignorance and a lack of understanding.

Note that the verses on blessings are given in large, general terms. We have already noted that
the first word of the section recording the blessings is “if,” the Hebrew word im (aleph, mem),
which begins with the letter aleph.

If ye walk in My statutes, and keep My commandments, and do them; “then I will
give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of
the field shall yield their fruit. (Leviticus 26:3-4 KJV)

Let us also note that the last word in this section concerning the blessings is the Hebrew word
komemiyut (kof, vav, mem, mem, yud, vav, tav), which means “erect” or “upright.”

I am YHWH your Elohim, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, that ye
should not be their bondmen; and I have broken the bands of your yoke, and
made you go upright. (Leviticus 26:13 KJV)

The Hebrew alphabet contains twenty-two consonants. The alphabet begins with the letter
aleph and ends with the letter tav. Thus, the section of our portion dealing with the blessings
begins with the letter aleph in the Hebrew word im or “if” and ends with the letter tav in the
word komemiyut or “upright.” Here we see that the blessings are contained within the aleph
tav. The Torah is telling us that YHWH desires to bless us with everything from aleph to tav or,
as we would say in English, “from A to Z.” It is clearly the will of the Father to give us all His
blessings. The Eternal One’s will is that we would be obedient all the time so that nothing
would hinder Him from pouring out upon us all that is contained within the aleph tav.

There is yet another revelation contained in the teaching of the aleph tav. Through the prophet
Isaiah, YHWH identifies Himself as the first and the last.

Thus saith YHWH the King of Israel, and His redeemer YHWH of hosts; I am the
first, and I am the last; and beside Me there is no Elohim. (Isaiah 44:6 KJV)
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Hearken unto Me, O Jacob and Israel, My called; I am He; I am the first, I also am
the last. (Isaiah 48:12 KJV)

In the book of Revelation we read of Messiah identified as the alpha and omega. Since both
Yeshua and John were Jews, we may safely assume they were speaking Hebrew, which was
later translated into Greek in the Scriptures. Alpha and omega are the first and last letters of
the Greek alphabet. If Yeshua was speaking to John in Hebrew, he would have said aleph and
tav.

I am Aleph and Tav, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and
which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. (Revelation 1:8 KJV)

Saying, I am Aleph and Tav, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in
a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and
unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto
Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. (Revelation 1:11 KJV)

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon
me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last. (Revelation 1:17 KJV)

And unto the messenger of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the
first and the last, which was dead, and is alive. (Revelation 2:8 KJV)

And he said unto me, It is done. I am Aleph and Tav, the beginning and the end.
I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.
(Revelation 21:6 KJV)

I am Aleph and Tav, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. (Revelation
22:13 KJV)

We should understand that Messiah Yeshua, by fulfilling the Torah, is the perfect embodiment
of YHWH. He is the perfect image of the invisible Elohim. He is also the perfect habitation for
YHWH in the earth and the place where the Father is most visibly seen and experienced.

Who is the image of the invisible Elohim, the firstborn of every -creature.
(Colossians 1:15 KJV)

Yeshua answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I
will raise it up...But he spake of the temple of his body. (John 2:19-21 KJV)

Yeshua saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not
known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest
thou then, Shew us the Father? (John 14:9 KJV)

If we understand that Yeshua the Messiah is, in fact, the Aleph and Tav, we should understand
that all the blessings contained in our portion are contained in Messiah. In other words, as we
learn to embrace the cross and identify ourselves as members of the body of Messiah, we too
shall know these blessings. Let us recall the exhortation of the apostle Shaul:

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Messiah Yeshua: ®°who, being in the
form of Elohim, thought it not robbery to be equal with Elohim: “but made himself
of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men: 8and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore Elohim also
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 1°that
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at the name of Yeshua every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth; land that every tongue should confess that
Yeshua Messiah is Lord, to the glory of Elohim the Father. (Philippians 2:5-11 KJV)

Thus, we should understand the proclamation of the Holiness Code to be pointing us to
identify ourselves with Messiah in his life of obedience to the Torah so that we may indeed
manifest the perfect image of YHWH in our midst and enjoy these blessings, which are the
fruits of obedience.

YHWH is not stingy in blessing; He desires us to know and experience all the blessings of
obedience. We see the opposite, however, when we look at the verses containing the curses.
Note that they are incremental in nature. In other words, the curses are given in phases, not
all at once. There are four phases to the curses, each marked with the hopeful expectation
that after a brief experience of the fruits of disobedience, the children of Israel will return to a
life of submission to the Torah.

Leviticus 26:14-17 Phase one
Leviticus 26:18-22  Phase two
Leviticus 26:23-26  Phase three
Leviticus 26:27-39  Phase four

sl

Again, we should note the clear expectation that the children of Israel will repent prior to
experiencing each successive phase of chastisement.

And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto Me, then I will punish you seven
times more for your sins. (Leviticus 26:18 KJV)

And if ye will not be reformed by Me by these things, but will walk contrary unto
Me; 2%then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven times
for your sins. (Leviticus 26:23-24 KJV)

And if ye will not for all this hearken unto Me, but walk contrary unto Me; 28then I
will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven
times for your sins. (Leviticus 26:27-28 KJV)

Note that these three hopeful statements of expectation are not followed by a statement of
defeat declaring the utter destruction of the children of Israel for their failure to repent.
Instead, they are followed with yet another merciful statement offering the children of Israel the
remedy to their vexation.

If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their
trespass which they trespassed against Me, and that also they have walked
contrary unto Me; #land that I also have walked contrary unto them, and have
brought them into the land of their enemies; if then their uncircumcised hearts be
humbled, and they then accept of the punishment of their iniquity: *’then will I
remember My covenant with Jacob, and also My covenant with Isaac, and also My
covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the land. *3The land
also shall be left of them, and shall enjoy her Sabbaths, while she lieth desolate
without them: and they shall accept of the punishment of their iniquity: because,
even because they despised My judgments, and because their soul abhorred My
statutes. **And yet for all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, I will not
cast them away, neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to break
My covenant with them: for I am YHWH their Elohim. #°But I will for their sakes
remember the covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought forth out of the land of
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Egypt in the sight of the heathen, that I might be their Elohim: I am YHWH.
(Leviticus 26:40-45 KJV)

Here we see that the heart of the Father is unchanged toward His chosen people. Just as we
have come to understand that the Altar and sacrificial system should be understood as a
proclamation of the Father’s love for His children even after they have sinned, so here we must
consistently declare that even the curses are given not out of hatred but out of love. Clearly
the purpose of the curses is to drive the children of Israel back to a life of obedience so that
they may experience intimacy with the Father and enjoy the blessings, which are the fruits of
such obedience. While YHWH clearly wills and desires to pour out all His blessings at once, He
administers His chastisements only by the degree He deems necessary to lead us away from
the path of death onto the path of life. That it is necessary for the Father to establish so many
degrees or phases reveals much about His tenacious love and our persistent stubbornness and
rebellion.

There are two further points that must be made before we move on from this section. First, we
should note that the section on curses largely mirrors that of the blessings. This is no mere
accident. The Torah is teaching us that what in our obedience is a blessing can easily be
turned into a curse by our disobedience. It is easy for us to lose sight of the purpose for which
YHWH has blessed us with land, wealth, peace, and life. When we lose sight of our calling and
purpose, these blessings become the means of selfishness, jealousy, coveting, resentment, and
hostility. We shall see later in the Torah that the children of Israel struggle with the many
temptations of prosperity once they enter the land of milk and honey. While the poverty of the
wilderness tested their faith during the forty years of their wandering, the bigger test of their
faith and obedience may be the blessings and prosperity they enjoy in the land.

Finally, we should note that it is the children of Israel who determine their relationship to
YHWH. As we have repeatedly observed, YHWH clearly desires to live in intimate communion
with the children of Israel. It is, therefore, the children of Israel who determine whether they
are going to live and walk in rhythm with YHWH or whether they are going to walk contrary to
YHWH.

And if ye will not be reformed by Me by these things, but will walk contrary unto
Me; 24then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven times
for your sins. (Leviticus 26:23-24 KJV)

And if ye will not for all this hearken unto Me, but walk contrary unto Me; 28then I
will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven
times for your sins. (Leviticus 26:27-28 KJV)

We must never forget that YHWH is the Sovereign Creator of the universe, and because He is
the Sovereign One, we can be assured that His will will be done. If we take our own personal
will to the cross in Yeshua and submit ourselves wholly to the will of the Sovereign Creator, we
will find that all that He wills is a joy and delight to us. If, on the other hand, we turn
ourselves away from the cross of Yeshua and assert ourselves, our dreams, our ambitions, and
our desires over against the will of the Sovereign Creator, we find ourselves extremely
disappointed, frustrated, and angry with YHWH when we do not get our way. Thus, whether
we love YHWH or hate Him is in a large part determined by our willingness to embrace the
cross and submit ourselves to His perfect and holy will. Revealing His will is the purpose of the
Holiness Code. By understanding the revelations and instructions contained in this code, we
joyfully bring our lives into conformity with Yeshua the Messiah so that we may become the
holy habitation YHWH has called us to be.

This brings us to the final chapter of our portion. This last chapter deals with the matter of
valuation. There are two Hebrew words we should understand before we go any further in our
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study. The first of these words is the Hebrew word erech (ayin, resh, chaf), which means “to
put in order,” “to set in a row,” “to estimate,” or “to give value to.” Think of someone setting
several objects in a row so that he may evaluate which of them is the best. We may also
imagine a merchant putting his merchandise in order according to its value. The second word
is the Hebrew word cherem (chet, resh, mem), which means “a devoted thing” or “a dedicated
thing.” This may have either a positive or negative meaning. The word is used in a positive
sense when it is referring to something given or dedicated to YHWH and His Tabernacle. It is
used in a negative sense when referring to people or objects that are used in idol worship.

» «

The book of Vayikra concludes with a teaching on the fulfilling of vows concerning people and
property dedicated to the Tabernacle and its service. Contained within this last chapter of the
book of Vayikra is the system by which people, animals, houses, and properties are dedicated
or devoted to the support of the Tabernacle service.

A person may devote or dedicate himself to YHWH for a period of time. The person is “valued”
by the cohanim for a set amount of silver. The silver is used to support the functioning of the
Tabernacle.

And YHWH spake unto Moses, saying, 2Speak unto the children of Israel, and say
unto them, When a man shall make a singular vow, the persons shall be for
YHWH by thy estimation. 3And thy estimation shall be of the male from twenty
years old even unto sixty years old, even thy estimation shall be fifty shekels of
silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary. *And if it be a female, then thy estimation
shall be thirty shekels. °And if it be from five years old even unto twenty years
old, then thy estimation shall be of the male twenty shekels, and for the female
ten shekels. °And if it be from a month old even unto five years old, then thy
estimation shall be of the male five shekels of silver, and for the female thy
estimation shall be three shekels of silver. 7And if it be from sixty years old and
above; if it be a male, then thy estimation shall be fifteen shekels, and for the
female ten shekels. (Leviticus 27:1-7 KJV)

The scale is very simple:

Age Male Female
20-59 years of age 50 Shekels 30 Shekels
5-19 years of age 20 Shekels 10 Shekels
1 month-4 years 5 Shekels 3 Shekels
60 years of age and over 15 Shekels 10 Shekels

It is very important that we do not mistakenly assign these values to the person’s life. Let us
recall from the earlier teaching on the half-shekel redemption price that all were charged
equally.

This they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, half
a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) an half
shekel shall be the offering of YHWH. 14Every one that passeth among them that
are numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an offering unto
YHWH. 15The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a
shekel, when they give an offering unto YHWH, to make an atonement for your
souls. (Exodus 30:13-15 KJV)

Men are not more valuable in the eyes of YHWH than women. Neither are the middle-aged
more valuable than the young and old. The amount assessed is not a measure of a man’s life;

it is merely an indication of his earnings. A healthy male between the ages of 20 and 60 is

21



Y2 P96 6009 Vayikra 26:3-27:34

clearly more productive than an infant or a man over 60. These valuations are not of people’s
lives but of what can be expected from their devotion. We do the same thing today when
purchasing life insurance for our families. Generally, the primary breadwinner is insured for a
greater amount than the secondary breadwinner or the dependents. This does not mean that
the life of one member is more valuable than another, but it does indicate that the death of one
member may impact more profoundly upon the family than that of another. We must be
careful to keep these issues clear in our minds when reading this portion.

We should also note that if a person is unable to pay the amount at which he is assessed, he is
then to pay what he is able. Unlike the half-shekel redemption money, the cohen was
obviously allowed to consider more than age in the process of evaluation.

But if he be poorer than thy estimation, then he shall present himself before the
priest, and the priest shall value him; according to his ability that vowed shall the
priest value him. (Leviticus 27:8 KJV)

When considering animals, another set of standards must be considered. If the animal is
acceptable as an offering upon the Altar, then the animal is to be kept for such a purpose. If,
however, the animal is blemished or classified as tamei, it may either be redeemed by the
owner for its value in silver or sold. If the owner and dedicator of the animal wishes to redeem
the animal, he must pay an additional fifth part in silver for its redemption. The exceptions to
dedicated animals are the firstborn and the tithe of the animals. The firstborn is the firstborn,
whether it is blemished or not. The tithe of the flock is also not inspected, but it must be
given.

And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth
under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto YHWH. 33He shall not search whether
it be good or bad, neither shall he change it: and if he change it at all, then both it
and the change thereof shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed. (Leviticus 27:32-33
KJV)

If the giver feels remorse that the firstborn is blemished or less than he would like to give, the
donor may add yet another to the firstborn, but he may not exchange it. The firstborn of tamei
animals may be redeemed according to the estimation of the cohanim with a fifth part added to
the price of redemption.

In this system an Israelite may dedicate a portion of his field or the revenue of a rental property
to YHWH and His Tabernacle. The value of this property would be considered based upon the
laws of yovel as described in the previous portions. The closer the dedication is to the year of
yovel, the lesser the value of the property due to the fewer number of harvests from the land.

Many scholars feel that this chapter of the book of Leviticus was appended to the book at a
later date by those who were concerned with the support of the Temple. Baruch A. Levine
writes:

It is likely that chapter 27 was appended to the Book of Leviticus. From a purely
textual perspective, the Epilogue (26:3-46) would seem to be a suitable conclusion
to the book. But in order to include in Leviticus a matter of central importance, the
funding of the sanctuary, chapter 27 was added. Maintaining the physical plant
of the sanctuary was certainly costly, and it was necessary to provide the
materials used in public sacrifice and to support the clergy.”

’ The JPS Torah Commentary: Leviticus, Baruch A. Levine, Jewish Publication Society, Pg. 192
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The actual goal of the system of funding prescribed in chapter 27 was to secure
silver for the sanctuary and its related needs, not, for the most part, to secure the
actual commodities that were pledged or consecrated. What was donated could
be redeemed, and it was the redemption payment that was sought by the
sanctuary in most cases. There were exceptions, of course. For certain reasons
herem property could not be redeemed, and donated animals that were suitable
for sacrifice would be retained by the sanctuary. On the whole, however, the
sanctuary preferred silver. The legislation of chapter 27, although couched in
traditional terms of devotion, actually worked in such a way as to provide silver
for the sanctuary.®

While I agree that this system does provide a means of revenue for the support of the
Tabernacle and later, the Temple and its public service among the children of Israel, I do not
agree that this chapter was appended to the book of Vayikra by worried priests who feared that
neither the children of Israel nor YHWH would provide for their needs.

First, let us note that these instructions could easily have appeared earlier in the book of
Vayikra. The following passage would be a prime location for this teaching.

Speak unto Aaron, and to his sons, and unto all the children of Israel, and say
unto them, Whatsoever he be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers in Israel,
that will offer his oblation for all his vows, and for all his freewill offerings, which
they will offer unto YHWH for a burnt offering; 1%ye shall offer at your own will a
male without blemish, of the beeves, of the sheep, or of the goats. <29But
whatsoever hath a blemish, that shall ye not offer: for it shall not be acceptable for
you. 2!And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace offerings unto YHWH to
accomplish his vow, or a freewill offering in beeves or sheep, it shall be perfect to
be accepted; there shall be no blemish therein. 22Blind, or broken, or maimed, or
having a wen, or scurvy, or scabbed, ye shall not offer these unto YHWH, nor
make an offering by fire of them upon the altar unto YHWH. 23Either a bullock or a
lamb that hath any thing superfluous or lacking in his parts, that mayest thou
offer for a freewill offering; but for a vow it shall not be accepted. (Leviticus 22:18-
23 KJV)

The question we must ask is not why YHWH did not give these teachings earlier but why He
gives them here. I believe the answer to this question is found in the very topic of the
teachings. The book of Vayikra appropriately concludes with a teaching on vows and
dedication. The children of Israel took a vow to dedicate themselves to keep the Torah as
Moses received it on Mount Sinai. The penultimate conclusion of the book is the Holiness
Code, teaching Israel how to live as a devoted or dedicated people. By ultimately concluding
the book with a teaching on vows and dedicated or devoted things, the children of Israel are
reminded of their promises. That this teaching on dedication involves persons, homes,
property, and lands likewise reminds the children of Israel that all that they are and have has
come from YHWH for the purpose of fulfilling their divine calling to become the living
Tabernacle of YHWH. Thus, the final teaching of the book of Vayikra masterfully teaches the
children of Israel that everything they are and have is to be dedicated to the continual
functioning of the living Tabernacle.

8 Ibid.
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