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THE OVERVIEW 

 

In our previous portions we received instructions for building a portable dwelling place for the 

Holy One of Israel to abide with His people.  This week the focus shifts from the structures, 
furnishings, veils, and coverings of the Tabernacle to the priests that will serve within it.  The 

portion begins with a teaching concerning a continual offering for the Menorah and the 
establishment of Aaron and his sons as the cohanim or priests of Israel.  The rest of the portion 

focuses predominantly upon the ornate “golden” vestments of Aaron, who will serve as the 
Cohen Gadol or High Priest.  The final four verses instruct us as to the garments of the sons of 

Aaron. 
 

 

THE OUTLINE 

 

The outline breaks our portion down into three major sections: the teaching on the Menorah, 

the garments of the High Priest, and the garments of the priests.   
 

 Exodus 27:20-21 The continual offering of oil for the Menorah 
 

 Exodus 28:1-40 The garments of the Cohen Gadol 
o Exodus 28:1-3  The command to make sanctified garments 

o Exodus 28:4-5  The inventory of the garments and the materials 

o Exodus 28:6-14 The Ephod and Girdle  

o Exodus 28:15-30 The Breastplate 
o Exodus 28:31-35 The Robe 

o Exodus 28:36- 39 The Crown, Mitre, and Coat 

 

 Exodus 28:40-41       The garments of the priests 
o Exodus 28:42-43 The undergarments  

    
 

SUGGESTED STUDY QUESTIONS 

 

1. Why does our portion begin with the teaching on the Menorah? 

2. What is the connection between the Menorah and the priesthood? 

3. What is different about this offering as opposed to the earlier offering of oil? 
4. What is the function of the priesthood? 
5. What is the connection between the Cohen Gadol (High Priest) and the Tabernacle? 

6. What is meant by “for glory and for beauty”? 

7. What makes these garments holy? 
8. How many articles of clothing does the Cohen Gadol wear? 

9. What do the garments look like? 
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10. What is the purpose of the breastplate? 

11. What are the Urim and Thummim? 
12. Why is there a difference between the garments of the Cohen Gadol and those of the 

priests? 
13. What is the message of the garments? 

 

 

THE TEXT   

 
Shemot 27:20-28:43 And thou shalt command the 
children of Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive 
beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to burn 
always.  21In the tabernacle of the congregation 
without the veil, which is before the testimony, 

Aaron and his sons shall order it from evening to 
morning before YHWH: it shall be a statute for ever 
unto their generations on the behalf of the children 
of Israel. 
 
28:1And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and 
his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, 
that he may minister unto Me in the priest’s office, 
even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and 
Ithamar, Aaron’s sons.  2And thou shalt make holy 
garments for Aaron thy brother for glory and for 
beauty.  3And thou shalt speak unto all that are 
wise hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of 
wisdom, that they may make Aaron’s garments to 

consecrate him, that he may minister unto Me in the 
priest’s office.  4And these are the garments which 
they shall make; a breastplate, and an ephod, and 
a robe, and a broidered coat, a mitre, and a girdle: 
and they shall make holy garments for Aaron thy 
brother, and his sons, that he may minister unto Me 
in the priest’s office.  5And they shall take gold, and 
blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen.  6And 
they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue, and of 
purple, of scarlet, and fine twined linen, with 
cunning work.  7It shall have the two shoulderpieces 
thereof joined at the two edges thereof; and so it 
shall be joined together.  8And the curious girdle of 
the ephod, which is upon it, shall be of the same, 

according to the work thereof; even of gold, of blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen.  9And 
thou shalt take two onyx stones, and grave on them 
the names of the children of Israel: 10six of their 
names on one stone, and the other six names of the 
rest on the other stone, according to their birth.  
11With the work of an engraver in stone, like the 
engravings of a signet, shalt thou engrave the two 
stones with the names of the children of Israel: thou 
shalt make them to be set in ouches of gold.  

 

12And thou shalt put the two stones upon the 
shoulders of the ephod for stones of memorial unto 
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the children of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their 

names before YHWH upon his two shoulders for a 
memorial.  13And thou shalt make ouches1 of gold; 
14and two chains of pure gold at the ends; of 
wreathen work shalt thou make them, and fasten 
the wreathen chains to the ouches.  15And thou shalt 
make the breastplate of judgment with cunning 
work; after the work of the ephod thou shalt make 
it; of gold, of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and 
of fine twined linen, shalt thou make it.  

16Foursquare it shall be being doubled; a span shall 
be the length thereof, and a span shall be the 
breadth thereof.  17And thou shalt set in it settings of 
stones, even four rows of stones: the first row shall 

be a sardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: this shall be 
the first row.  18And the second row shall be an 
emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond.  19And the 
third row a ligure, an agate, and an amethyst.  
20And the fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, and a 
jasper: they shall be set in gold in their inclosings.  
21And the stones shall be with the names of the 
children of Israel, twelve, according to their names, 
like the engravings of a signet; every one with his 
name shall they be according to the twelve tribes.  

22And thou shalt make upon the breastplate chains 
at the ends of wreathen work of pure gold.  23And 
thou shalt make upon the breastplate two rings of 
gold, and shalt put the two rings on the two ends of 

the breastplate.  24And thou shalt put the two 
wreathen chains of gold in the two rings which are 
on the ends of the breastplate.  25And the other two 
ends of the two wreathen chains thou shalt fasten 
in the two ouches, and put them on the 
shoulderpieces of the ephod before it.  26And thou 
shalt make two rings of gold, and thou shalt put 
them upon the two ends of the breastplate in the 
border thereof, which is in the side of the ephod 
inward.  27And two other rings of gold thou shalt 
make, and shalt put them on the two sides of the 
ephod underneath, toward the forepart thereof, over 
against the other coupling thereof, above the curious 
girdle of the ephod.  28And they shall bind the 
breastplate by the rings thereof unto the rings of the 
ephod with a lace of blue, that it may be above the 
curious girdle of the ephod, and that the breastplate 
be not loosed from the ephod.  29And Aaron shall 
bear the names of the children of Israel in the 
breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he 
goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before 
YHWH continually.  30And thou shalt put in the 
breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; 
and they shall be upon Aaron’s heart, when he 

                                                           
1
 An Old English word denoting cavities or sockets in which gems were set. (Easton’s Bible Dictionary) 
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goeth in before YHWH: and Aaron shall bear the 

judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart 
before YHWH continually.  31And thou shalt make 
the robe of the ephod all of blue.  32And there shall 
be an hole in the top of it, in the midst thereof: it 
shall have a binding of woven work round about the 
hole of it, as it were the hole of an habergeon,2 that 
it be not rent.  33And beneath upon the hem of it thou 
shalt make pomegranates of blue, and of purple, 
and of scarlet, round about the hem thereof; and 
bells of gold between them round about: 34a golden 
bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a 
pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe round about.  
35And it shall be upon Aaron to minister: and his 

sound shall be heard when he goeth in unto the 
holy place before YHWH, and when he cometh out, 
that he die not.  36And thou shalt make a plate of 
pure gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of 
a signet, HOLINESS TO YHWH.  37And thou shalt put 
it on a blue lace, that it may be upon the mitre; upon 
the forefront of the mitre it shall be.  38And it shall be 
upon Aaron’s forehead, that Aaron may bear the 
iniquity of the holy things, which the children of 
Israel shall hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall 
be always upon his forehead, that they may be 
accepted before YHWH.  39And thou shalt embroider 
the coat of fine linen, and thou shalt make the mitre 
of fine linen, and thou shalt make the girdle of 

needlework.  40And for Aaron’s sons thou shalt 
make coats, and thou shalt make for them girdles, 
and bonnets shalt thou make for them, for glory and 
for beauty.  41And thou shalt put them upon Aaron 
thy brother, and his sons with him; and shalt anoint 
them, and consecrate them, and sanctify them, that 
they may minister unto Me in the priest’s office.  
42And thou shalt make them linen breeches to cover 
their nakedness; from the loins even unto the thighs 
they shall reach: 43and they shall be upon Aaron, 
and upon his sons, when they come in unto the 
tabernacle of the congregation, or when they come 
near unto the altar to minister in the holy place; that 
they bear not iniquity, and die: it shall be a statute 
for ever unto him and his seed after him. (Exodus 
27:20-28:43 KJV) 

 

 

                                                           
2
 In Exodus 28:32 and 39:23 it denotes a military garment strongly and thickly woven and covered with mail round 

the neck and breast.  Such linen corselets have been found in Egypt.  The word used in these verses is tahra, which 

is of Egyptian origin.  The Revised Version, however, renders it as “coat of mail.” (Easton’s Bible Dictionary) 
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From the very beginning of creation, man was created to be the manifest image of Elohim in 

the world. 

 
And Elohim said, Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth.  27So Elohim created man in His own image, in the image of Elohim created 
He him; male and female created He them.  28And Elohim blessed them, and 
Elohim said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. (Genesis 1:26-28 KJV) 

 

In the Garden of Eden, prior to the fall of Adam and Chava, our ancestors enjoyed a particular 

intimacy with the Creator. 

 
And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 
(Genesis 2:25 KJV) 
 
And they heard the voice of YHWH Elohim walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day. (Genesis 3:8 KJV) 

 

Prior to the fall, Adam and Chava walked naked before each other and before their Creator 

without any sense of embarrassment or shame.  Prior to their disobedience, there was no need 

for any covering or barrier to stand between them and the Holy One.  Adam and Chava were 

the very image of YHWH.  As Elohim is light, so too were Adam and Chava light.  As Elohim is 

Spirit, so too were the spirits of Adam and Chava the manifest image of YHWH’S Spirit.  Since 
Adam and Chava were called to be the manifest presence of YHWH in the world, their only 

necessary covering was that of their tangible, carnal nature.  But even with this tangible vessel, 

there was no need for Adam and Chava to cover themselves, for even their carnal nature served 

only to manifest the very glory of YHWH.  Prior to the fall, Adam and Chava were the Word of 

YHWH made flesh.  Just as was true of Yeshua, the “last Adam,” so was it true of the first 
Adam (prior to the fall).  In Adam was seen the very glory of the Creator. 

 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. (John 1:14 KJV) 

 

For the Creator to look upon Adam and Chava prior to the fall was to look upon His own image 
and likeness.  When Adam and Chava fell by eating the mixed fruit of the forbidden Tree of 

Knowledge of Good and Evil, everything changed.  The Creator had warned Adam that if he 

were to eat of the forbidden tree, he would die. 
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But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the 

day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. (Genesis 2:17 KJV) 
 

We know, however, that Adam did not die; he lived for nine hundred and thirty years. 

 
And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he 
died. (Genesis 5:5 KJV) 

 

Some try to explain this fact by pointing to the definition of “a day” being as a thousand years. 
 

But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with YHWH as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. (2 Peter 3:8 KJV) 

 

Since Adam died prior to the end of a thousand years, it is, they claim, as though he died “in 
the day” that he ate it.  The proponents of this explanation point to the fact that the oldest 

person in the Bible was Methuselah, who lived to the age of 969.  Thus, they say, no 

descendant of Adam has lived past the age of a thousand, which is “a day” with YHWH.  This 

argument fails to take into consideration Enoch and Elijah, both of whom were translated into 

the spiritual realm without experiencing death. 

 
And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: 24and Enoch 
walked with Elohim: and he was not; for Elohim took him. (Genesis 5:23-24 KJV) 
 
And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there 
appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and 
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. (2 Kings 2:11 KJV) 

 

Others try to explain Adam’s longevity by spiritualizing the reality of death.  Thus, the “death” 

Adam is warned about in Genesis 2:17 is not physical death but spiritual death.  Those who 

hold to this position describe Adam as being spiritually “cut off” from the Creator and source of 

life.  The text, however, seems to refute this position, since YHWH speaks with both Adam and 
Chava immediately after their rebellion. 

 
And YHWH Elohim called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?  10And 
he said, I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 
and I hid myself.  11And He said, Who told thee that thou wast naked?  Hast thou 
eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? (Genesis 
3:9-11 KJV) 

 

This position is based largely upon the failure to understand the meaning of the Tree of 

Knowledge of Good and Evil.  We have already discussed the meaning of the two particular 

trees in the midst of the Garden of Eden.  The Tree of Life represents a life lived in the proper 
created order, completely submitted to and dependent upon the Creator’s revelation knowledge.  

The Spirit of the Creator communicated to the spirit of Adam, which informed the soul of Adam 

how to look at, think about, and feel about things.  Adam’s soul then instructed his flesh how 

to manifest this revelation in the world around him.  The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil 

represents a life lived by mixture.  To eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil is to live by 
mixing the revelation knowledge of YHWH with the sensual knowledge gained through the 
flesh.  In this later state of existence, Adam became his own elohim (authority).  In his fallen 

state, Adam listened to the Spirit of the Creator, as well as to his flesh, and then reasoned for 

himself what seemed good and right to him, or, on the contrary, what seemed evil and wrong to 

him.   

 
As soon as Adam began mixing divine revelation with the knowledge gained from his own 

senses, the image of YHWH was polluted and corrupted.  What died in the day that Adam ate of 
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the forbidden tree of mixed fruit was ADAM, THE IMAGE OF ELOHIM.  When the Creator 

looked upon Adam and Chava after the fall, He no longer saw His own pure, luminous, radiant, 

and glorious image; instead, He saw a polluted, corrupt, desecrated, distorted, and perverted 
image.  Not only was this distorted image visible to the Creator; it was also visible to the rest of 

creation.   

 

We should take note that YHWH did not condemn or destroy Adam and Chava.  The 

consequences they would have to suffer were of their own doing.  Adam and Chava knew the 

consequences of their behavior well in advance of their infraction.  While their disobedience did 
indeed bring about the death of the image of YHWH, as well as physical death because of their 

corruption and pollution of creation, YHWH did not destroy His creatures.  Instead, we are told 

that YHWH covered their nakedness. 

 
Unto Adam also and to his wife did YHWH Elohim make coats of skins, and 
clothed them. (Genesis 3:21 KJV) 

 

Because of their disobedience, Adam and Chava felt ashamed in the presence of the Creator 

and each other.  With their eyes opened, they saw themselves for what they were; and in the 

light of the Creator’s glory, they likewise saw themselves for what they were not.  In the 

presence of YHWH, they saw that they were no longer radiant and glorious.  In love, however, 
YHWH created coverings for them.   

 
Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins. (Proverbs 10:12 KJV)  
 
And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall 
cover the multitude of sins. (1 Peter 4:8 KJV)  

 

While all of creation reveals some aspect of the invisible Creator’s will, character, and nature, 

man alone was created for the express purpose of being the image of YHWH in the world.  

Given dominion over the animal realm, Adam and Chava alone held this unique office in the 

created world.  In many respects we can compare them to the only pure bucket of water in the 
world.  When the water in the bucket became polluted, there was no other pure water to 

replace it.  All creation was forced to drink of the polluted water.  This is surely the case with 

Adam and Chava.  Adam and Chava were to be the source of the perfect image of YHWH.  Once 

the vessel was polluted, however, there was no other pure image of Elohim to be seen in the 

garden.  All creation would see only the polluted, distorted, and corrupted image of Elohim.   
 

From that moment in history onward, the Sovereign Creator of the universe has sought not 

only to restore the corruption of the earth caused by Adam and Chava’s disobedience, but also 

and especially to restore His own image.  This restoration project is the primary purpose for the 

calling of Abraham and his descendants.  At Mount Sinai the children of Israel were invited to 

become a part of the Creator’s restoration project.  By willingly agreeing to submit to a life of 
obedience to the Creator’s self-revelation as given in the Torah, Israel was to manifest the 

character and nature of YHWH in the world.  By their obedience to the Torah, Israel was to 

embody in their own bodies, lives, relationships, and actions the many wonderful attributes of 

YHWH their Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer, Deliverer, and Savior.  Whatever YHWH revealed 

Himself to be, the children of Israel were to be in the world. 
 

For I am YHWH your Elohim: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall 
be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. (Leviticus 11:44 KJV)  
 
Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am YHWH your Elohim. 
(Leviticus 20:7 KJV) 
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But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 

conversation; 16because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. (1 Peter 1:15-16 
KJV) 
 
He that loveth not knoweth not Elohim; for Elohim is love. (1 John 4:8 KJV)  
 
And we have known and believed the love that Elohim hath to us.  Elohim is 

love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in Elohim, and Elohim in him. (1 John 
4:16 KJV) 
 
Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but 
thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am YHWH. (Leviticus 19:18 KJV) 
 
A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved 

you, that ye also love one another. (John 13:34 KJV)  
 
As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 
(John 15:9 KJV)  
 
This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. (John 
15:12 KJV) 
 
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that 
Elohim is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5 KJV) 
 
And He said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be My servant to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a 

light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be My salvation unto the end of the 

earth. (Isaiah 49:6 KJV) 
 
Ye are the light of the world.  A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  

15Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; 
and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  16Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. (Matthew 5:14-16 KJV) 

 

It is for this reason that our portion begins with the teaching on the Menorah.  As this teaching 
unfolds, we shall see the unique connection between the Tabernacle, the Menorah, the 

priesthood, and the sanctified garments.   

 

In an earlier portion3 we received a teaching on the construction of the Menorah. 

 
And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work shall the 
candlestick be made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his 
flowers, shall be of the same.  32And six branches shall come out of the sides of it; 
three branches of the candlestick out of the one side, and three branches of the 
candlestick out of the other side: 33three bowls made like unto almonds, with a 
knop and a flower in one branch; and three bowls made like almonds in the other 
branch, with a knop and a flower: so in the six branches that come out of the 
candlestick.  34And in the candlestick shall be four bowls made like unto almonds, 
with their knops and their flowers.  35And there shall be a knop under two 
branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop 

                                                           
3
 See my commentary Y2 P63 6009 The Tabernacle. 



Y2 P65 6009 Shemot 27:20-28:43 
 

9 
 

under two branches of the same, according to the six branches that proceed out of 

the candlestick.  36Their knops and their branches shall be of the same: all it shall 
be one beaten work of pure gold.  37And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof: 
and they shall light the lamps thereof, that they may give light over against it.  

38And the tongs thereof, and the snuffdishes thereof, shall be of pure gold.  39Of a 
talent of pure gold shall he make it, with all these vessels.  40And look that thou 
make them after their pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount. (Exodus 
25:31-40 KJV) 

 
In addition, we discussed the various proclamations of the Menorah.  We saw that the seven 

branches represent the “seven spirits” of YHWH as proclaimed by the prophet Isaiah.  We also 

saw how this unique lamp stand is a shadow picture of the Messiah, who is filled with the 

Spirit of the Holy One without measure. 

 
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow 
out of his roots: 2and the Spirit of YHWH shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of YHWH; 3and shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of 
YHWH: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the 
hearing of his ears. (Isaiah 11:1-3 KJV) 

 
For he whom Elohim hath sent speaketh the words of Elohim: for Elohim giveth 
not the Spirit by measure unto him. (John 3:34 KJV) 

 
Then spake Yeshua again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. (John 8:12 
KJV)  
 

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. (John 9:5 KJV) 
 

We also discussed how the Menorah is an image or object lesson of the many-membered body 
of Messiah in the world, each member fulfilling his calling to be a light in the world. 

 
Ye are the light of the world.  A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  15Neither 
do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the house.  16Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
(Matthew 5:14-16 KJV) 
 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each 
of them. (Acts 2:3 KJV) 

 
We also heard YHWH’S command to the children of Israel to bring oil for the lamp. 

 
Oil for the light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet incense. (Exodus 25:6 KJV) 

 

In our portion, however, we are given much greater specifics concerning this gift of oil. 

 
And thou shalt command the children of Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive 
beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to burn always. (Exodus 27:20 KJV) 

 

There are five important details we should take note of concerning the offering of the oil for the 

Menorah.   
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First, we should recall that the oil was mentioned in the list of materials Moses was to receive 

as an offering from the children of Israel for the purpose of building the Tabernacle of YHWH.  

Therefore, we should remember that this oil was to be given with the heart. 
 

Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring Me an offering: of every man that 
giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take My offering. (Exodus 25:2 KJV) 
 
Oil for the light, spices for anointing oil, and for sweet incense. (Exodus 25:6 KJV) 

 
Second, we should note that this offering is to be given continually.  While all the other 

materials were to be given as a one-time gift, the offering of the oil is to be a perpetual offering. 

 
And thou shalt command the children of Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive 
beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to burn always.  21In the tabernacle of 

the congregation without the veil, which is before the testimony, Aaron and his 
sons shall order it from evening to morning before YHWH: it shall be a statute for 

ever unto their generations on the behalf of the children of Israel. (Exodus 27:20-
21 KJV) 

 

Third, we should note that the source of the oil is to be the olive.  It should not surprise us that 

the olive tree is often used as a symbol of Israel.  The offering is to come from Israel itself, not 
from a foreign source.   

 
But I am like a green olive tree in the house of Elohim: I trust in the mercy of 
Elohim forever and ever. (Psalm 52:8 KJV)  
 
YHWH called thy name, a green olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit: with the noise 
of a great tumult He hath kindled fire upon it, and the branches of it are broken. 

(Jeremiah 11:16 KJV)  
 
His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell 
as Lebanon. (Hosea 14:6 KJV)  
 
And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert 
graffed in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the 
olive tree. (Romans 11:17 KJV)  
 
And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches 
which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves?  13And 
he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be?  And I said, No, my 
lord.  14Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Adon 
(Lord) of the whole earth. (Zechariah 4:12-14 KJV) 

 
Fourth, we should note that the oil is to be absolutely pure.  Generally, the purest of the oil 

was reserved for personal consumption and cooking, while the less refined oils were used as 

fuel in household lamps.  But in the case of the offering to YHWH, only the purest oil is 

acceptable.  There is to be no mixture in the oil that is to illuminate the Tabernacle. 

 

Finally, we should note that the oil is to be crushed or beaten.  The Hebrew word used here is 
katit (khaf, tav, yud, tav), which is most often translated in the King James Version as 

“beaten.”  This oil is to be yielded up through afflictions, not simply purchased in a store.  It is 

in the affliction of the children of Israel and the Messiah that the oil of the spirit will be offered 

up and illuminated for the world to see.  From generation to generation, Israel is to offer up its 

spirit unto YHWH.  Each of us must be ready to pour ourselves out in order that we may 
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become a light for those still living in gross darkness.  This we are to do with willing hearts for 

YHWH’S sake. 

 
Let us take note that it is the responsibility of the priests to receive the offering, order the 

lamps, and light the Menorah each day.   

 
In the tabernacle of the congregation without the veil, which is before the 
testimony, Aaron and his sons shall order it from evening to morning before 
YHWH: it shall be a statute for ever unto their generations on the behalf of the 
children of Israel. (Exodus 27:21 KJV) 

 

With this commandment, we see the beginning of the official priesthood serving among the 

children of Israel.  We should understand that within the instruction of the Menorah, the 

purpose of the priesthood is likewise revealed.  The purpose of the priesthood is to cause Israel 
to “shine” or be a light unto the nations.  Ultimately it will be the Levites and priests who will 

teach the children of Israel the distinctions in the Torah that will sanctify them, setting them 

apart from the nations around them. 

 
And the anger of YHWH was kindled against Moses, and He said, Is not Aaron 
the Levite thy brother?  I know that he can speak well.  And also, behold, he 
cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart.   

15And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with 
thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do.  16And he 
shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee 
instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of Elohim. (Exodus 4:14-16 
KJV)  
 
And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean 

and clean; 11and that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which 
YHWH hath spoken unto them by the hand of Moses. (Leviticus 10:10-11 KJV)  
 
To teach when it is unclean, and when it is clean: this is the law of leprosy. 
(Leviticus 14:57 KJV) 

 

Consistent with the genuine Hebrew concept of “teaching,” we should understand that the 

priests of Israel are not simply to teach with their words; they are to be living the Word in the 
eyes and ears of the children of Israel.  For this reason we should understand that the 

priesthood, just like the Tabernacle itself, is to serve as both a shadow picture of the Messiah 

and an object lesson to be applied to the life of every Israelite.   

 

While the priests of Israel are to serve as teachers, we must not forget that they are also to 

serve as mediators between the Holy Elohim of Israel and the children of Israel.  The priests 
serve in a unique position between the sacred and the profane, the holy and the unholy.  It is 

the priests who serve as intercessors before the throne of YHWH, asking for mercy, grace, and 

forgiveness on behalf of the children of Israel.  It is also the priests who stand before the 

children of Israel and declare unto them the Word and judgments of YHWH.  Thus, we can 

understand the priesthood to be a mediator between heaven and earth, the sacred and the 
profane, the holy and the unholy.  As such, the priests serve as a lifeline between YHWH and 

the children of Israel.   

 

We should recall, however, that all the children of Israel are to serve as YHWH’S priestly 

people. 

 
Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine: 
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6and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.  These 

are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. (Exodus 19:5-6 
KJV)    

 
The priests of Israel, therefore, serve not only as mediators and teachers of the children of 

Israel but also as object lessons and examples so that the children of Israel can understand 

their calling as a priestly people.  We also see foreshadowed in the pattern of Aaron and his 
sons a picture of the Melchizedek priesthood with Yeshua the Messiah as the Cohen Gadol or 

High Priest and the Israelites as the cohanim or priests.  We should understand that the 

priestly calling upon all Israel is the Melchizedek priesthood, while the Aaronic priesthood is 
the object lesson or shadow picture given to teach us how to fulfill this priestly calling.  We 

should not understand these two priesthoods as being either contradictory to one another or 

mutually exclusive of each other.  The Aaronic priesthood is exercised within the Melchizedek 

priesthood and is, in fact, a microcosm of it.  We see in Aaron a picture of Yeshua the Messiah. 

 
Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first 
tabernacle, accomplishing the service of Elohim.  7But into the second went the 
high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, 
and for the errors of the people. (Hebrews 9:6-7 KJV) 
 
But Messiah being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and 
more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 

12neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in 
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.  13For if the 
blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, 
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: 14how much more shall the blood of 
Messiah, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to Elohim, 
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living Elohim? (Hebrews 9:11-

14 KJV)    
 
Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, 
Yeshua the Son of Elohim, let us hold fast our profession.  15For we have not an 
high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  16Let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need. (Hebrews 4:14-16 KJV) 
  
Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Yeshua, made an high priest for 
ever after the order of Melchisedec. (Hebrews 6:20 KJV) 

 

A second lesson we should learn from the pattern of Aaron and his sons is found in the 

commandment to make special garments for them.  Aaron and his sons cannot serve YHWH’S 

holy purpose in their own garments.  We should quickly recognize the connection between this 
commandment and the story of Adam and Chava in the Garden of Eden.  We cannot presume 

to enter into the intimate presence of YHWH in our nakedness or even in our own covering.  In 

the garden, Adam and Chava were ashamed to appear before YHWH in their fallen state; 

therefore, they made aprons to cover their nakedness. 

 
And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 
and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. (Genesis 3:7 
KJV) 

 

But these self-made coverings were insufficient to the all-seeing eyes of the Sovereign One.  It 

was the Creator who provided Adam and Chava with the appropriate coverings to hide their 
nakedness. 
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Unto Adam also and to his wife did YHWH Elohim make coats of skins, and 
clothed them. (Genesis 3:21 KJV) 

 

We see in our portion as well that it is YHWH who instructs Moses and the children of Israel as 

to the proper garments to put on in order to stand and serve in His presence. 

 
And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother for glory and for beauty. 
(Exodus 28:2 KJV) 

 

Let us note the purpose of these garments, which are to bring both glory and beauty to the 

priestly office.  Here we must note the similarities between these priestly garments and the 

Tabernacle itself.  The inner covering and veil of the sanctuary are made of the same colors and 
fibers.  It is clear that we are to connect the Cohen Gadol to the sanctuary.  The Tabernacle is 

the representation of the Throne Room of the Sovereign One.  The beauty and glory of the 
garments worn by the Cohen Gadol must be equal to the beauty and glory of the Throne Room 

itself.  Here we should recall the words of the prophet Isaiah, who describes our garments of 

self-righteousness as woefully inadequate for the calling graciously extended to us.  

 
But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; 
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us 
away. (Isaiah 64:6 KJV)  

 

Yeshua likewise taught us that our own covering or garments are not adequate for us to enter 

into the wedding feast. 

 
And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not 
on a wedding garment: 12and he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither 

not having a wedding garment?  And he was speechless.  13Then said the king to 
the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  14For many are called, 
but few are chosen. (Matthew 22:11-14 KJV) 

 

The apostle Shaul and Kepha also understood the proclamation of these garments and 

repeatedly exhorted believers to put off the old garments and put on the new. 

 
That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts; 23and be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24and 
that ye put on the new man, which after Elohim is created in righteousness and 
true holiness. (Ephesians 4:22-24 KJV)  
 
But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 

communication out of your mouth.  9Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put 
off the old man with his deeds; 10and have put on the new man, which is renewed 
in knowledge after the image of Him that created him: 11where there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 
free: but Messiah is all, and in all. (Colossians 3:8-11 KJV) 
 
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  53For 
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  
54So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall 
have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory. (1 Corinthians 15:52-54 KJV) 
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For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have 

a building of Elohim, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  2For 
in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is 
from heaven: 3if so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.  4For we 
that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be 
unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. (2 
Corinthians 5:1-4 KJV)  
 
Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting 
you in remembrance; 14knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, 
even as our Lord Yeshua Messiah hath shewed me. (2 Peter 1:13-14 KJV) 

 

We dare not enter into the Throne Room of the Sovereign One by our own merits.  Rather, we 

must “put on Messiah” if we are to approach the throne of YHWH and remain unharmed.  We 
cannot appear naked before His glory in our fallen state; instead, we must come under a 

covering. 

 
For as many of you as have been baptized into Messiah have put on Messiah.  

28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female: for ye are all one in Messiah Yeshua. (Galatians 3:27-28 KJV) 
 
For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  16Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:15-16 KJV) 

 
Only by the merits of Messiah do we dare to approach the Throne of the Sovereign One and 

utter our prayers, supplications, intercessions, and praise.   Therefore, we note that these 

garments are indeed a symbol of the righteousness of the Messiah.  It is only in Messiah that 

we can draw near to the Holy One.  The only righteousness equal to the beauty and glory of the 

Tabernacle of YHWH is the righteousness of Messiah, who has been found without fault and 
deemed worthy to serve in the Holy of Holies made without hands. 

 
Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to 
you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him. (John 19:4 KJV)  
 
And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the 
book, and to loose the seals thereof?  3And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither 
under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon.  4And I wept 
much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to 
look thereon.  5And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of 
the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose 
the seven seals thereof.  6And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of 
the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, 
having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of Elohim sent 
forth into all the earth. (Revelation 5:2-6 KJV) 
 
But Messiah being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and 
more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 

12neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in 
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. (Hebrews 
9:11-12 KJV) 
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Note that it is only Messiah who is found worthy to serve in such a fashion.  Only the High 

Priest may enter into the Holy of Holies.  The other priests may enter only as far as the Holy 

Place, but no further.  Again, we can compare this to the Melchizedek priesthood.  
 

Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first 
tabernacle, accomplishing the service of Elohim.  7But into the second went the 
high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, 
and for the errors of the people. (Hebrews 9:6-7 KJV) 

 
Here we must recognize the difference in sanctity between the High Priest and the priests.  The 

High Priest alone, attired in glory and beauty, may enter into the Holy of Holies.  But we, the 

priests, clothed in lesser garments, may draw no closer than the Holy Place.   

 
And for Aaron’s sons thou shalt make coats, and thou shalt make for them girdles, 
and bonnets shalt thou make for them, for glory and for beauty.  41And thou shalt 
put them upon Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him; and shalt anoint them, 
and consecrate them, and sanctify them, that they may minister unto Me in the 
priest’s office.   42And thou shalt make them linen breeches to cover their 
nakedness; from the loins even unto the thighs they shall reach: 43and they shall 
be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, when they come in unto the tabernacle of the 
congregation, or when they come near unto the altar to minister in the holy place; 
that they bear not iniquity, and die: it shall be a statute for ever unto him and his 
seed after him. (Exodus 28:40-43 KJV) 

 

The difference in dress between the High Priest and the other priests reflects the difference 
between the sanctity and righteousness of the High Priest and that of the other priests.  In 

other words, the beauty and glory of Yeshua as the High Priest of the Melchizedek priesthood is 

his own sinless righteousness, beauty, and glory.  He comes not in the name of another but in 

the name of YHWH.  We, as the priests, however, come to the throne in the name of Yeshua the 

Messiah and put on his righteousness to cover and hide what truly lies beneath it.  Thus, our 

beauty and glory is not our own; it is Messiah’s.  It is for this reason that we may draw only so 
close to the Holy One.  Only in the world to come, after this mortal, corrupt nature has been 

truly put to death and we live in complete unity with Messiah, shall we finally enter the Holy of 

Holies and see the Sovereign One face to face. 

 
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; 
but then shall I know even as also I am known. (1 Corinthians 13:12 KJV) 

 

We may say that for now, we may only approach the veil and sense the presence of the Holy 

One hidden from us on the other side.  For now, because of our borrowed garments, we must 

be content to enter only into the Holy Place.  We must trust Messiah, our High Priest, to 

intercede for us and make atonement for us.  This waiting for the restoration of all things is 
likewise foreshadowed in the garments of the High Priest. 

 

Note that the High Priest is to wear eight garments while serving in the Tabernacle.  

Concerning the number eight, E.W. Bullinger teaches: 

 
It is 7 plus 1.  Hence, it is the number especially associated with Resurrection and 
Regeneration, and the beginning of a new era or order.  When the whole earth 
was covered with the flood, it was Noah, “the eighth person” (2 Pet. ii.5), who 
stepped out onto a new earth to commence a new order of things.  “Eight souls” (1 
Pet iii.20) passed through it with him to the new or regenerated world.  Hence, too, 
circumcision was to be performed on the eighth day (Gen. xvii.12), because it was 
the foreshadowing of the true circumcision of the heart, that which was to be 
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“made without hands,” even “the putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh by 

the circumcision of Messiah” (Col. ii. 11).  This is connected with the new creation.4 

 
The eight garments of the Cohen Gadol point us to a new beginning in Messiah.  When our old 

man has finally been put to death, the goodly garments of Messiah are truly our own.  Then we 

shall serve as one body with Yeshua as the head. 

 

The eight garments of the High Priest are as follows: 

 

THE EPHOD 
 

And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue, and of purple, of scarlet, and fine 
twined linen, with cunning work.  7It shall have the two shoulderpieces thereof 
joined at the two edges thereof; and so it shall be joined together. (Exodus 28:6-7 

KJV)  
 
And thou shalt take two onyx stones, and grave on them the names of the children 
of Israel: 10six of their names on one stone, and the other six names of the rest on 
the other stone, according to their birth.  11With the work of an engraver in stone, 
like the engravings of a signet, shalt thou engrave the two stones with the names 
of the children of Israel: thou shalt make them to be set in ouches of gold.  12And 
thou shalt put the two stones upon the shoulders of the ephod for stones of 
memorial unto the children of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their names before 
YHWH upon his two shoulders for a memorial.  13And thou shalt make ouches of 
gold; 14and two chains of pure gold at the ends; of wreathen work shalt thou make 
them, and fasten the wreathen chains to the ouches. (Exodus 28:9-14 KJV) 

 

THE GIRDLE 

 
And the curious girdle of the ephod, which is upon it, shall be of the same, 
according to the work thereof; even of gold, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
fine twined linen. (Exodus 28:8 KJV) 

 

THE BREASTPLATE 

 
And thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment with cunning work; after the 
work of the ephod thou shalt make it; of gold, of blue, and of purple, and of 
scarlet, and of fine twined linen, shalt thou make it.  16Foursquare it shall be being 
doubled; a span shall be the length thereof, and a span shall be the breadth 
thereof.  17And thou shalt set in it settings of stones, even four rows of stones: the 
first row shall be a sardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: this shall be the first row.  

18And the second row shall be an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond.  19And the 

third row a ligure, an agate, and an amethyst.  20And the fourth row a beryl, and 
an onyx, and a jasper: they shall be set in gold in their inclosings.  21And the 
stones shall be with the names of the children of Israel, twelve, according to their 
names, like the engravings of a signet; every one with his name shall they be 
according to the twelve tribes.  22And thou shalt make upon the breastplate chains 
at the ends of wreathen work of pure gold.  23And thou shalt make upon the 
breastplate two rings of gold, and shalt put the two rings on the two ends of the 
breastplate.  24And thou shalt put the two wreathen chains of gold in the two rings 
which are on the ends of the breastplate.  25And the other two ends of the two 
wreathen chains thou shalt fasten in the two ouches, and put them on the 

                                                           
4
 Number in Scripture, E.W. Bullinger, Kregel Publications, Pg. 200 
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shoulderpieces of the ephod before it.  26And thou shalt make two rings of gold, 

and thou shalt put them upon the two ends of the breastplate in the border 
thereof, which is in the side of the ephod inward.  27And two other rings of gold 
thou shalt make, and shalt put them on the two sides of the ephod underneath, 
toward the forepart thereof, over against the other coupling thereof, above the 
curious girdle of the ephod.  28And they shall bind the breastplate by the rings 
thereof unto the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, that it may be above the 
curious girdle of the ephod, and that the breastplate be not loosed from the ephod.   

29And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of 
judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial 
before YHWH continually.  30And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the 
Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be upon Aaron’s heart, when he goeth in 
before YHWH: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel upon his 
heart before YHWH continually. (Exodus 28:15-30 KJV) 

 

THE ROBE 

 
And thou shalt make the robe of the ephod all of blue.  32And there shall be an hole 
in the top of it, in the midst thereof: it shall have a binding of woven work round 
about the hole of it, as it were the hole of an habergeon, that it be not rent.   33And 
beneath upon the hem of it thou shalt make pomegranates of blue, and of purple, 
and of scarlet, round about the hem thereof; and bells of gold between them round 
about: 34a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon 
the hem of the robe round about.  35And it shall be upon Aaron to minister: and his 
sound shall be heard when he goeth in unto the holy place before YHWH, and 
when he cometh out, that he die not. (Exodus 28:31-35 KJV) 

 

THE CROWN 

 
And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of 
a signet, HOLINESS TO YHWH. (Exodus 28:36 KJV) 

 

THE MITRE 

 
And thou shalt put it on a blue lace, that it may be upon the mitre; upon the 
forefront of the mitre it shall be.  38And it shall be upon Aaron’s forehead, that 
Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, which the children of Israel shall 
hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall be always upon his forehead, that they 
may be accepted before YHWH. (Exodus 28:37-38 KJV) 

 

THE BROIDERED COAT 

 
And thou shalt embroider the coat of fine linen, and thou shalt make the mitre of 
fine linen, and thou shalt make the girdle of needlework. (Exodus 28:39 KJV) 

 

THE LINEN BREECHES 

 
And thou shalt make them linen breeches to cover their nakedness; from the loins 
even unto the thighs they shall reach: 43and they shall be upon Aaron, and upon 
his sons, when they come in unto the tabernacle of the congregation, or when they 
come near unto the altar to minister in the holy place; that they bear not iniquity, 
and die: it shall be a statute for ever unto him and his seed after him. (Exodus 
28:42-43 KJV) 
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While the Torah does give us a great deal of detail concerning these garments, there is much 
we still do not know.  Most of our information concerning the sacred garments of the Cohen 
Gadol comes not from the Torah but from the writings of the Mishnah, the Talmud, the 

Apocrypha, and the writings of Josephus.  Let me share just a few of these writings. 
 

He exalted Aaron, an holy man like unto him, even his brother, of the tribe of Levi.  
An everlasting covenant he made with him, and gave him the priesthood among 
the people; he beautified him with comely ornaments, and clothed him with a robe 
of glory.  He put upon him perfect glory; and strengthened him with rich garments, 
with breeches, with a long robe, and the ephod.  And he compassed him with 
pomegranates and with many golden bells around about, that as he went there 
might be a sound and a noise made that might be heard in the temple, for a 
memorial to the children of his people.  With an holy garment, with gold and blue 
silk, and purple, the work of the embroiderer, with a breastplate of judgment, and 

with Urim and Thummim; with twisted scarlet work of the cunning workman, with 
precious stones graven like seals, and set in gold, the work of a jeweler, with a 
writing engraved for a memorial, after the number of the tribes of Israel.  He set a 
crown of gold upon the mitre, wherein was engraved Holiness, an ornament of 
honour, a costly work, the desires of the eyes, goodly and beautiful.  Before him 
there were none such, neither did ever any stranger put them on, but only his 
children and his children’s children perpetually.5 
 

Ben Sirach describes the appearance of Simon, the High Priest, in the following fashion: 

 
How was he honoured in the midst of the people in his coming out of the 
sanctuary!  He was as the morning star in the midst of a cloud, and as the moon 
at the full: as the sun shining upon the temple of the Most High, and as the 
rainbow giving light in the bright clouds: and as the flower of roses in the spring of 

the year, as lilies by the rivers of waters, and as the branches of the frankincense 
tree in the time of summer: as fire and incense in the censer, and as a vessel of 
beaten gold set with all manner of precious stones.6 

 

Josephus, who was quite familiar with the Second Temple Period, writes of Aaron’s garments: 
 

There were peculiar garments appointed for the priests, and for all the rest, which 
they call “Cohanoeoe”–[priestly] garments, as also for the high priest, which they 
call “Cohanoeoe Rabbae” and denote the high priest’s garments.  Such was, 
therefore, the habit of the rest; but when the priest approaches the sacrifices, he 
purifies himself with purification which the law prescribes; and, in the first place, 
he puts on that which is called “Machanase,” which means “somewhat that is fast 
tied.”  It is a girdle composed of fine twined linen, and is put about the privy 
parts… 

 
Over this he wore a linen vestment made of fine flax doubled: it is called 
“Chethone,” and denotes “linen,” for we call linen by the name of “Chethone.”  
This vestment reaches down to the feet, and sits close to the body; and has 
sleeves that are tied fast to the arms: it is girded to the breast a little above the 
elbows by a girdle often going round, four fingers broad, but so loosely woven that 
you would think it were the skin of a serpent.  It is embroidered with flowers of 
scarlet, and purple, and blue, and fine twined linen… 
 

                                                           
5
 Ecclesiasticus 45:6-13 

6
 Ecclesiasticus 50:5-9 
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Upon his head he wears a cap, not brought to a conic form nor encircling the whole 

head, but still covering more than half of it, which is called “Masnaemphthes”; 
and its make is such that it seems to be a crown, being made of thick swaths, but 
the contexture of linen... 
 
The high priest is indeed adorned with the same garments that we have 
described, without abating one; over these he puts on a vestment of a blue colour.  
This also is a long robe, reaching to his feet; [in our language it is called “Meeir,”] 
and is tied round with a girdle, embroidered with the same colour and flowers as 
the former, with a mixture of gold interwoven.  To the bottom of which garment are 
hung fringes, in colour like pomegranates, with golden bells (13) by a curious and 
beautiful contrivance; so that between two bells hangs a pomegranate… 
 
Besides these the high priest put on a third garment, which was called the 
“Ephod,” which resembled the “Epomis” of the Greeks.  Its make was after this 
manner: it was woven to the depth of a cubit, of several colours, with gold 
intermixed and embroidered…7 

 

Even with these secondary descriptions, what the garments actually looked like is left to the 

imagination.  Here we must learn to live with the ambiguity of the Scriptures.  As we study the 
Torah, we shall repeatedly find such situations.  Let us recall that in the building of the 

Tabernacle there is no mention of the thickness of the boards, nor are we given the height of 

the Menorah.  Likewise, there is debate over the ingredients for the incense, as well as over the 

colors and sources of the dyes used in making the Tabernacle and the priestly garments.   

 

Of specific interest in this portion is the mention of the Urim and Thummim.   
 

And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and 

they shall be upon Aaron’s heart, when he goeth in before YHWH: and Aaron shall 
bear the judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before YHWH 
continually. (Exodus 28:30 KJV)   

 

While we are told that the Urim and Thummim are to be kept in the breastplate of the High 

Priest and that he shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before YHWH 

continually, we are not told what they are.  The truth of the matter is that we do not know for 

certain the answers to any of these questions.  We may indeed search for clues and reasonable 

answers, but in the end, we must agree that our best efforts are but speculation.  We may ask 
why YHWH would give us so much detail concerning the priestly garments and then leave out 

certain specific, key details.  I am going to suggest two reasons for these missing details.   

 

First, I believe that YHWH does not want us to attempt to duplicate what we are reading about.  

If all the details were given, the temptation to reproduce these structures, furnishings, and 
garments would be tremendous.  It is also probable that these sacred objects and vestments 

would be horribly misused and desecrated.  I am already amazed at how much “magic” and 

“superstition” surround the use of shofars, tallits, and Torah Scrolls.  Thus, I will venture to 

believe that when the Holy One desires us to produce such garments again, He will, as in the 

days of Moses, reveal the pattern and model of all He desires to be built or worn. 

 
Second, I believe that YHWH intentionally leaves a certain amount of ambiguity in the text so 

that we will not become obsessed with the minute details of a particular story and miss the 

very point YHWH is trying to communicate to us.  It is all too often in Torah study that we miss 

                                                           
7
 The Complete Works of Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, William Whiston, A.M., Book III, Chapter VII, 

Attic Books, Pg. 71  
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the forest for the trees.  Such is the case in this week’s portion.  We could spend endless hours 

searching the Scriptures and archeological material to discover the exact color of the dyes, the 

thickness of the threads, or the source of the linen and miss altogether the simple 
proclamation of the sacred vestments – that we cannot come into the presence of the Holy One 

without a covering!  As we have already witnessed above, the glorious garments of the High 

Priest are a picture of the provision that YHWH provides in the person of Yeshua the Messiah.  

Only in Messiah may we dare to approach the Holy One and offer our prayers and praise. 
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