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THE OVERVIEW

Our portion this week is the detailed conclusion of last week’s portion commanding Moses to
number the men of the three sons of Levi thirty to fifty years old. While the content of the
portion is based entirely upon the report of the numbers of eligible men from among the
families of the Kohathites, the Gershonites, and the Merarites, the true focus of our portion is
the obedience of Moses and the Levites to the commandment of YHWH. We will also look at
what is at the heart of the Levitical calling.

THE OUTLINE

Numbers 4:34-37  The counting of the Kohathites

Numbers 4:38-41  The counting of the Gershonites

Numbers 4:42-45  The counting of the Merarites

Numbers 4:46-49  Recounting the obedience of Moses, Aaron, and the Levites

SUGGESTED STUDY QUESTIONS
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What is the calling of the cohanim?

What is the calling of the Levites?

What is the service, work, and burden of the Levites?

How was the commandment to count given?

How is the phrase “according to the commandment of YHWH?” better translated?
What is the meaning of the phrase “by the hand of Moses”?

How do these two phrases relate to the calling upon the children of Israel?

Why is the phrase “by the hand of Moses” absent with regard to the Gershonites?
Which is the largest family of the three?

. Which family has the most members of age to serve?

. What is affirmed by the order of the counting?

. What are the two biggest threats that the Levites and cohanim protect against?
. What do the children of Israel have to learn?

. What is the meaning of the word yare?

. What are the four phases of the fear of Elohim?

. What is the first mention of the fear of Elohim?

. What is the evidence of the fear of Elohim?

. What is the evidence of the lack of fear of Elohim?

. Is fear of Elohim natural?

. How is fear of Elohim learned?

. Where do the children of Israel learn to fear Elohim?

. What is the connection between Mount Sinai and the Tabernacle?
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THE TEXT

Bemidbar 4:34-49 And Moses and Aaron and the chief of
the congregation numbered the sons of the Kohathites after
their families, and after the house of their fathers, 3°from
thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every
one that entereth into the service, for the work in the
tabernacle of the congregation: 36and those that were
numbered of them by their families were two thousand
seven hundred and fifty. S7These were they that were
numbered of the families of the Kohathites, all that might do
service in the tabernacle of the congregation, which Moses
and Aaron did number according to the mouth of YHWH by
the hand of Moses. 38And those that were numbered of the
sons of Gershon, throughout their families, and by the
house of their fathers, 3°from thirty years old and upward
even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the
service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation,
40even those that were numbered of them, throughout their
families, by the house of their fathers, were two thousand
and six hundred and thirty. *These are they that were
numbered of the families of the sons of Gershon, of all that
might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation,
whom Moses and Aaron did number according to the mouth
of YHWH. %2And those that were numbered of the families
of the sons of Merari, throughout their families, by the
house of their fathers, *3from thirty years old and upward
even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the
service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation,
4even those that were numbered of them after their
families, were three thousand and two hundred. #°These be
those that were numbered of the families of the sons of
Merari, whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the
mouth of YHWH by the hand of Moses. %°All those that
were numbered of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and
the chief of Israel numbered, after their families, and after
the house of their fathers, #’from thirty years old and
upward even unto fifty years old, every one that came to do
the service of the ministry, and the service of the burden in
the tabernacle of the congregation, 48even those that were
numbered of them, were eight thousand and five hundred
and fourscore. “%According to the mouth of YHWH they
were numbered by the hand of Moses, every one according
to his service, and according to his burden: thus were they
numbered of him, as YHWH commanded Moses. (Numbers
4:34-49 KJV)
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Numbers, numbers, and more numbers! It is easy to understand why this book has been
entitled “The Book of Numbers.” In this week’s portion we are given the tally of the counting of
the Levites thirty years old to fifty years old that YHWH commanded Moses and Aaron to
undertake in our previous portion.

And YHWH spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 2Take the sum of the sons
of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their families, by the house of their
fathers, Sfrom thirty years old and upward even until fifty years old, all that enter
into the host, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation. (Numbers 4:1-3
KJV)

And YHWH spake unto Moses, saying, 2?Take also the sum of the sons of
Gershon, throughout the houses of their fathers, by their families; 23from thirty
years old and upward until fifty years old shalt thou number them; all that enter
in to perform the service, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation.
(Numbers 4:21-23 KJV)

As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt number them after their families, by the
house of their fathers; 3%from thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old
shalt thou number them, every one that entereth into the service, to do the work of
the tabernacle of the congregation. (Numbers 4:29-30 KJV)

While the previous portion recorded for us the clear purpose of the count, the actual count is
reported in this week’s portion.

And Moses and Aaron and the chief of the congregation numbered the sons of the
Kohathites after their families, and after the house of their fathers. (Numbers 4:34
KJV)

And those that were numbered of them by their families were two thousand seven
hundred and fifty. 3"These were they that were numbered of the families of the
Kohathites, all that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, which
Moses and Aaron did number according to the commandment of YHWH by the
hand of Moses. (Numbers 4:36-37 KJV)

Even those that were numbered of them, throughout their families, by the house of
their fathers, were two thousand and six hundred and thirty. 4'These are they
that were numbered of the families of the sons of Gershon, of all that might do
service in the tabernacle of the congregation, whom Moses and Aaron did number
according to the commandment of YHWH. (Numbers 4:40-41 KJV)
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Even those that were numbered of them after their families, were three thousand
and two hundred. *°These be those that were numbered of the families of the sons
of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the word of YHWH by
the hand of Moses. (Numbers 4:44-45 KJV)

Levites of Age for Service One Month and Upward
e Kohathites 30-50 years of age 2,750 8,600 one month and up
e Gershonites 30-50 years of age 2,630 7,500 one month and up
e Merarites 30-50 years of age 3,200 6,200 one month and up
e Total Levites 30 to 50 years of age 8,580

Note that the order of the totals given in our portion follows the order in which the
commandment to count was given. We noted in last week’s teaching that in the first census
taken of the Levites, the family of Gershon, the firstborn, was counted first. It is
understandable that the Gershonites would be numbered first among the sons of Levi during
the count taken for the redemption of the firstborn. However, in the previous portion we
observed the elevation of the family of Kohath, the second born of Levi, superseding his
firstborn brother Gershon. Repeated throughout the Scriptures, the pattern of a second born
taking the position of honor is a powerful pattern pointing to Yeshua and his corporate body.

Isaac replaced Ishmael as firstborn

Jacob replaced Esau as firstborn

Joseph replaced Reuben as firstborn

Ephraim replaced Manasseh as firstborn

The Kohathites replaced the Gershonites

The renewed covenant replaced the first covenant
The second Adam replaced the first Adam
Spiritual Israel replaced carnal Israel

We should note from the totals given that Kohath is not the biological firstborn, nor do the
Kohathites have the largest number of men qualified for service. We can only say from this
that the Kohathites’ election and elevation to this position of honor serve the purpose of YHWH.
We also see the affirmation of the pattern of the second born replacing the firstborn.

There are several important details we should take note of concerning the count. First, we
should note that the count is to be undertaken by Moses, Aaron, and the chief leader of each of
the families. We learned of the names of these family leaders in the earlier count of the Levites
for the purpose of the redemption of the firstborn of Israel.

And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of
all the firstborn that openeth the matrix among the children of Israel: therefore the
Levites shall be Mine; 13because all the firstborn are Mine; for on the day that I
smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto Me all the firstborn in
Israel, both man and beast: Mine shall they be: I am YHWH. “And YHWH spake
unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying, 1°Number the children of Levi after
the house of their fathers, by their families: every male from a month old and
upward shalt thou number them. (Numbers 3:12-15 KJV)

And the chief of the house of the father of the families of the Kohathites shall be
Elizaphan the son of Uzziel. (Numbers 3:30 KJV)
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And the chief of the house of the father of the Gershonites shall be Eliasaph the
son of Lael. (Numbers 3:24 KJV)

And the chief of the house of the father of the families of Merari was Zuriel the
son of Abihail: these shall pitch on the side of the tabernacle northward. (Numbers
3:35 KJV)

Here we see YHWH appointing the leaders of each of the families of the Levites, just as He did
for the children of Israel at their counting.

And YHWH spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of the
congregation, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they
were come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2Take ye the sum of all the
congregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by the house of their
fathers, with the number of their names, every male by their polls; 3from twenty
years old and upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Israel: thou and
Aaron shall number them by their armies. *And with you there shall be a man of
every tribe; every one head of the house of his fathers. >And these are the names
of the men that shall stand with you: of the tribe of Reuben; Elizur the son of
Shedeur. °0Of Simeon; Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 7Of Judah; Nahshon the
son of Amminadab. 30f Issachar; Nethaneel the son of Zuar. °Of Zebulun; Eliab
the son of Helon. 190f the children of Joseph: of Ephraim; Elishama the son of
Ammihud: of Manasseh; Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. 110f Benjamin; Abidan the
son of Gideoni. 120f Dan; Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai. 130f Asher; Pagiel the
son of Ocran. 40Of Gad; Eliasaph the son of Deuel. 150f Naphtali; Ahira the son of
Enan. 16These were the renowned of the congregation, princes of the tribes of their
fathers, heads of thousands in Israel. (Numbers 1:1-16 KJV)

It is important to recognize that these positions of honor are not seized by the strongest,
assumed by the wisest, purchased by the wealthiest, or won by the most popular; rather, they
are appointed by the Sovereign One of Israel. The election of the people of Israel, the ordering
of the camp, and the structuring of the body are clearly the work of the Sovereign Creator of
the universe, who is an Elohim of order and distinction. Leadership among the children of
Israel and within the body of Messiah is to be appointed of YHWH and affirmed by the rest of
the body. The Torah never reveals why Noah found grace in the eyes of the Sovereign Creator
of the universe or why Abram was elected to be His chosen servant from among all the
descendants of Noah upon the earth. Nor are we told why Moses was selected to become the
vessel of honor and deliverance for the children of Israel. All these elections and appointments
belong to the realm and sovereignty of YHWH. Our responsibility is to discern and affirm these
divine appointments by our acceptance and obedience. It was YHWH who appointed Aaron as
the Cohen Gadol and his sons as the cohanim of Israel. Later, Moses and the children of Israel
affirmed these appointments in the ritual of anointing.

And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among
the children of Israel, that he may minister unto Me in the priest’s office, even
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons. (Exodus 28:1 KJV)

And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation, and shalt wash them with water. °And thou shalt take the
garments, and put upon Aaron the coat, and the robe of the ephod, and the ephod,
and the breastplate, and gird him with the curious girdle of the ephod: °and thou
shalt put the mitre upon his head, and put the holy crown upon the mitre. "Then
shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour it upon his head, and anoint him.
(Exodus 29:4-7 KJV)
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This same reality is with us today in the body of Messiah. There are many people who aspire to
be great teachers, apostles, prophets, shepherds, elders, and leaders among the people of
YHWH. However, it is the Sovereign One who orders the body to His pleasure. It is our
responsibility to recognize and affirm those whom YHWH has called and gifted for the various
positions and offices of leadership and service within the body of Messiah.

And Elohim hath set some in the assembly, first apostles, secondarily prophets,
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments,
diversities of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are
all workers of miracles? (1 Corinthians 12:28-29 KJV)

If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were
hearing, where were the smelling? 5But now hath Elohim set the members
every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased Him. °And if they were all
one member, where were the body? 2°But now are they many members, yet but
one body. (1 Corinthians 12:17-20 KJV)

It is important to recognize that the task of appointing, as well as the body itself, belongs to
YHWH; therefore, there should be no jealousy or strife. If our hearts are truly set on
accomplishing and completing the work of Messiah, then we do not care who is where in the
body as long as the body is complete and the work of Messiah is being done. It is Messiah who
is being honored, not the individual parts of his body.

For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same
office: °so we, being many, are one body in Messiah, and every one members one
of another. (Romans 12:4-5 KJV)

That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the
same care one for another. 2°And whether one member suffer, all the members
suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 2”Now
ye are the body of Messiah, and members in particular. (1 Corinthians 12:25-27
KJV)

We should recognize that not everyone who lays claim to the office, position, or title of bishop,
pastor, prophet, apostle, elder, deacon, teacher, or rabbi is genuinely appointed by YHWH. The
Scriptures warn of many false prophets and teachers in the body.

From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling; “desiring
to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they
affirm. (1 Timothy 1:6-7 KJV)

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. °But
watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full
proof of thy ministry. (2 Timothy 4:3-5 KJV)

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. (2 Peter
2:1 KJV)

To this end the apostle Shaul set down for us certain guidelines or credentials to be considered
in the affirmation process.
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This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good
work. 2A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober,
of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; Snot given to wine, no striker,
not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; one that ruleth
well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; 5(for if a man
know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the assembly of
Elohim?) ¢6Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation
of the devil. "Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest
he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 8Likewise must the deacons be
grave, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre;
%holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 19And let these also first be
proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. !1Even so
must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. 12Let the
deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses
well. (1 Timothy 3:1-12 KJV)

The apostle John likewise gave us sound advice on this matter:

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of Elohim:
because many false prophets are gone out into the world. (1 John 4:1 KJV)

Yeshua also gave us sound wisdom to help us discern the gifting and calling of the Father upon
those who would be leaders, teachers, and servants within the body of Messiah.

Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles? 17Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree
bringeth forth evil fruit. 18A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. (Matthew 7:16-18 KJV)

Many these days seem to be enticed to such positions of leadership and honor within the body
of Messiah because of the words of the apostle Shaul:

Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they
who labour in the word and doctrine. (1 Timothy 5:17 KJV)

I would suggest serious reflection upon the words of our brother James to those who may be
drawn to these positions of responsibility because of the dues of “double honor.”

My brethren, be not many masters (teachers), knowing that we shall receive the
greater condemnation. (James 3:1 KJV)

We must always keep in mind that these divine appointments and positions are not for our
honor and glory but for the glory of the Father who has called and equipped us for
responsibility and service. If we truly are a member of the body of Messiah, we must never lose
sight of our calling.

Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for many. (Matthew 20:28 KJV)

And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to
be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all. (Mark 9:35 KJV)

The second thing we should note about the counts concerns the manner in which the
commandment was given and carried out.



Y2 P101 6009 Bemidbar 4:34-49

These were they that were numbered of the families of the Kohathites, all that
might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, which Moses and Aaron did
number according to the commandment (al pi) of YHWH by the hand of
Moses. (Numbers 4:37 KJV)

These are they that were numbered of the families of the sons of Gershon, of all
that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, whom Moses and
Aaron did number according to the commandment (al pi) of YHWH. (Numbers
4:41 KJV)

These be those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Merari, whom
Moses and Aaron numbered according to the word (al pi) of YHWH by the
hand of Moses. (Numbers 4:45 KJV)

According to the commandment (al pi) of YHWH they were numbered by the
hand of Moses, every one according to his service, and according to his burden:
thus were they numbered of him, as YHWH commanded (tsivah) Moses.
(Numbers 4:49 KJV)

Four times in our portion we are informed that Moses and Aaron did the numbering “by the
commandment of YHWH.” The English translation of these passages is not completely
accurate. First, we should note that the Hebrew word tsivah from the root word tsavah (tsade,
vav, hey), meaning “command” or “commandment,” appears only once in verse 49. Second, we
should note that everywhere else the word “commandment” is used, it is the Hebrew word pi
from the root word pey (pey, yud), which means “mouth.” The words al pi should literally be
translated “according to the mouth of.” Note also how the English translates the word pi as
“commandment” in verses 37, 41, and 49 but as “word” in verse 45. These variations in
translation create confusion among English readers and cause unnecessary questioning of the
authenticity of the Scriptures. What is important to recognize is that the command to count
came directly from the mouth of the Father.

Three times the phrase “according to the mouth of YHWH?” is followed by the phrase “by the
hand of Moses” (Numbers 4:37, 45, and 49). We should understand clearly that this phrase
does not necessarily mean that Moses literally performed the counts himself. The texts
themselves tell us that the counting was done by Moses, Aaron, and the chief leaders of the
various families. The phrase “by the hand of Moses,” used numerous times throughout the
Tanach, simply means that the commandment was accomplished “by the authority of” or
“under the supervision of” Moses.

The children of Israel brought a willing offering unto YHWH, every man and
woman, whose heart made them willing to bring for all manner of work, which
YHWH had commanded to be made by the hand of Moses. (Exodus 35:29 KJV)

So Aaron and his sons did all things which YHWH commanded by the hand of
Moses. (Leviticus 8:36 KJV)

And that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which YHWH hath
spoken unto them by the hand of Moses. (Leviticus 10:11 KJV)

These are the statutes and judgments and laws, which YHWH made between Him
and the children of Israel in mount Sinai by the hand of Moses. (Leviticus 26:46
KJV)
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At the commandment of YHWH they rested in the tents, and at the commandment
of YHWH they journeyed: they kept the charge of YHWH, at the commandment of
YHWH by the hand of Moses. (Numbers 9:23 KJV)

Speak to the children of Israel, saying, Appoint out for you cities of refuge, whereof
I spake unto you by the hand of Moses. (Joshua 20:2 KJV)

And they spake unto them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, YHWH
commanded by the hand of Moses to give us cities to dwell in, with the suburbs
thereof for our cattle. (Joshua 21:2 KJV)

And the children of Israel gave by lot unto the Levites these cities with their
suburbs, as YHWH commanded by the hand of Moses. (Joshua 21:8 KJV)

And they were to prove Israel by them, to know whether they would hearken unto
the commandments of YHWH, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of
Moses. (Judges 3:4 KJV)

Neither will I any more remove the foot of Israel from out of the land which I have
appointed for your fathers; so that they will take heed to do all that I have
commanded them, according to the whole law and the statutes and the
ordinances by the hand of Moses. (2 Chronicles 33:8 KJV)

And madest known unto them Thy holy Sabbath, and commandedst them
precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses Thy servant. (Nehemiah 9:14
KJV)

Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron. (Psalm
77:20 KJV)

In more than one of these references, however, the phrase “by the hand of Moses” is clearly a
reference to the tablets of the Ten Commandments which YHWH inscribed and put in the
hands of Moses, as well as to the “written” Torah which Moses wrote “by hand” and gave to the
children of Israel.

And YHWH said unto Moses, Come up to Me into the mount, and be there: and I
will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have
written; that thou mayest teach them. (Exodus 24:12 KJV)

And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the
testimony were in his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the
one side and on the other were they written. (Exodus 32:15 KJV)

And he was there with YHWH forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat
bread, nor drink water. And He wrote upon the tables the words of the
covenant, the ten commandments. 2°And it came to pass, when Moses came down
from mount Sinai with the two tables of testimony in Moses’ hand, when he came
down from the mount, that Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he
talked with Him. (Exodus 34:28-29 KJV)

And He declared unto you His covenant, which He commanded you to perform,
even ten commandments; and He wrote them upon two tables of stone.
(Deuteronomy 4:13 KJV)
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These words YHWH spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the midst of
the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice: and He added
no more. And He wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto
me. (Deuteronomy 5:22 KJV)

And He wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, the ten
commandments, which YHWH spake unto you in the mount out of the midst of the
fire in the day of the assembly: and YHWH gave them unto me. (Deuteronomy
10:4 KJV)

And Moses wrote all the words of YHWH, and rose up early in the morning,
and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve
tribes of Israel. (Exodus 24:4 KJV)

And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the sons of Leui,
which bare the ark of the covenant of YHWH, and unto all the elders of Israel.
(Deuteronomy 31:9 KJV)

For our purposes, however, it is important that we see the work of the Sovereign Creator, who
simply speaks, and things come into being. Moses provides us with the perfect example of
discipleship. YHWH speaks and Moses brings it into being. Moses becomes the very body of
Messiah in these instances. Moses is embodying the Word of YHWH in his actions. YHWH
speaks, but Moses is the hand of YHWH embodied and, as such, accomplishes all that the
Sovereign Creator wills.

While the various census reports concerning the number of available Levites from each family
make up the bulk of the content of the portion, it is the revelation of obedience and
embodiment that is truly at the heart of the portion. We are repeatedly told that Moses and
Aaron obediently do “according to the mouth of YHWH.” While the portion focuses upon the
Levites, we must recognize in the actions of Moses and Aaron that they are expressing the
calling extended to all the children of Israel. All Israel (including the cohanim and the Levites)
is to be the image of YHWH through the embodiment of this self-revelation of the Torah.

Third, we should note that the phrase “by the hand of Moses” is not mentioned in the count of
the Gershonites.

These are they that were numbered of the families of the sons of Gershon, of all
that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, whom Moses and
Aaron did number according to the commandment of YHWH. (Numbers 4:41 KJV)

Some rabbinic sources explain the absence of the phrase “by the hand of Moses” based upon
the fact that the command to count the Gershonites was only given to Moses.

And YHWH spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 2Take the sum of the
sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their families, by the house of
their fathers. (Numbers 4:1-2 KJV)

And YHWH spake unto Moses, saying, 22Take also the sum of the sons of
Gershon, throughout the houses of their fathers, by their families. (Numbers 4:21-
22 KJV)

As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt number them after their families, by the
house of their fathers. (Numbers 4:29 KJV)

The absence of this phrase with regard to Gershon is explained as follows:

10



Y2 P101 6009 Bemidbar 4:34-49

As stated in each of these verses, the counts were conducted by Moses and
Aaron. The phrase “through the hand of Moses” teaches that even though both
counted, Moses was in authority and Aaron served as his assistant. Now,
regarding the command to take a census of the sons of Kohath, the verse states,
Hashem spoke to Moses and Aaron...(Num 4:1), leading us to think that the two
brothers served equally. Therefore, the later verse states “through the hand of
Moses” (v. 37) to teach that Moses was in charge. The passage regarding Merari,
on the other hand, does not have an introduction about Hashem speaking to
Moses and Aaron. Here, too, it is possible to think that in this family’s count
Moses and Aaron had equal authority. So the verse tells us, through the hand of
Moses. But about the command regarding the sons of Gershon, the verse states
Hashem spoke to Moses (Num. 4:21). Aaron is not mentioned. If so, it is obvious
that Aaron’s part in the census was not equal to that of Moses.!

A second possible reason for the absence of the phrase “by the hand of Moses” may be found in
the meaning of the family name. Gershon, we may recall, means “exile.” The reason for the
children of Israel’s exile from the land of promise was their failure to embody the Word of
YHWH as given to them by the hand of Moses. Thus, we may be looking at a foreshadowing of
the children of Israel’s exile because they rejected the Torah given them by the hand of Moses.
Without the Torah as received by Moses, Israel would become Gershonites or “exiles.”

Let us look once more at the structure of the camp and the individual callings within the larger
calling upon the children of Israel.

YHWH

COHANIM

LEVITES

ISRAELITES

THE NATIONS

! The Kestenbaum Edition Tikkun / The Torah Reader's Compendium, Rabbi Avie Gold, ArtScroll / Mesorah
Publications, Pg. 313
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Figure C

In the first of these charts we see the fivefold nature of the camp. At the very center is the
camp of YHWH with the Tabernacle containing the Ark of the Covenant, the Table of
Showbread, the Golden Altar, the Menorah, the Brazen Altar, the Laver, and the Courtyard.
Just outside the camp of YHWH is the camp of the cohanim, which guards the door to the
camp of YHWH. Next is the camp of the Levites, which is situated in such a way as to provide
a protective ring around the camp of YHWH. Next is the camp of the Israelites, which stands
between the nations and the camp of the Levites. The details of the camp and the location of
the individual families and tribes are given in the second chart (Figure C) above.

These various camps or rings around the camp of YHWH are part of the priestly calling of Israel
and operate in two very distinct directions. It is important to remember here that all Israel is
called to a priestly service.

Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye
shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine:
6and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are
the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. (Exodus 19:5-6 KJV)

Let us recall the two-directional role of the office of the priesthood. The priests or cohanim are
to serve as an intermediary between the Holy One and the profane or mundane. In other
words, the cohen is to administer the Word and will of the Holy One to the people. The cohen is
also to speak to the Holy One on behalf of people. Therefore, the Levites and cohanim are to
administer the Word and will of YHWH to the Israelites. The Israelites, however, are to
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administer the Word and will of YHWH to the nations. This is the difference between the
Levitical priesthood and the Melchizedek priesthood. The Levitical priesthood embodies the
Word of YHWH as an object lesson of holiness and faith to the Israelites. The Israelites, serving
in the order of Melchizedek, embody the Word of YHWH to the world around them. As such,
we have repeatedly observed how the revelation begins at the very center of the camp from
between the cherubim on the Ark of the Covenant and manifests itself throughout the camp
until it reaches the nations. It is in this outward embodiment that Israel fulfills its calling to
restore the image of YHWH in the world. It is precisely this calling that we have seen fulfilled
in the two phrases “according to the mouth of YHWH” and “by the hand of Moses.”

The external manifestation of the revelation of YHWH, however, is but one function of the camp
of Israel and the camp of the Levites. The secondary purpose of these camps, as we have seen
most emphatically concerning the camp of the Levites, is to protect the camp of YHWH. It is for
this reason that the very first census of the men twenty years old and upward from among the
tribes of the Israelites was conducted. The men of war comprise the outside ring of the total
camp to protect the whole camp from the dangers and threats without. The second ring — that
of the Levites — serves a multidimensional calling. The camp of the Levites and the camp of the
cohanim likewise serve as a protective barrier, but unlike the Israelites, their protective duties
extend to both directions.

But thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of testimony, and over all
the vessels thereof, and over all things that belong to it: they shall bear the
tabernacle, and all the vessels thereof; and they shall minister unto it, and shall
encamp round about the tabernacle. >!And when the tabernacle setteth forward,
the Levites shall take it down: and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the
Levites shall set it up: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.
(Numbers 1:50-51 KJV)

But the Levites shall pitch round about the tabernacle of testimony, that there be
no wrath upon the congregation of the children of Israel: and the Levites shall
keep the charge of the tabernacle of testimony. (Numbers 1:53 KJV)

It is very clear from the above passages that the Levites (including the cohanim) are to serve as
a security force to protect the sanctity of the Tabernacle. To truly understand the calling of the
Levites we must understand the dual nature of the threats against which the Levites are called
to protect the children of Israel. To understand the dual nature of the threats, we must
understand the fear of YHWH.

The testimony of the Scriptures describes the awesome and terrifying nature of the Holy One.

For YHWH thy Elohim is a consuming fire, even a jealous Elohim. (Deuteronomy
4:24 KJV)

Understand therefore this day, that YHWH thy Elohim is He which goeth over
before thee; as a consuming fire He shall destroy them, and He shall bring them
down before thy face: so shalt thou drive them out, and destroy them quickly, as
YHWH hath said unto thee. (Deuteronomy 9:3 KJV)

For our Elohim is a consuming fire. (Hebrews 12:29 KJV)

But who may abide the day of His coming? And who shall stand when He
appeareth? For He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 3and He shall sit
as a refiner and purifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto YHWH an offering in
righteousness. (Malachi 3:2-3 KJV)
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And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is
refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on My name, and I will
hear them: I will say, It is My people: and they shall say, YHWH is my Elohim.
(Zechariah 13:9 KJV)

And He rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, He did fly upon the wings of the
wind. !’He made darkness His secret place; His pavilion round about Him were
dark waters and thick clouds of the skies. 12At the brightness that was before
Him His thick clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire. 13YHWH also
thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave His voice; hail stones and coals
of fire. (Psalm 18:10-13 KJV)

Our Elohim shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before Him,
and it shall be very tempestuous round about Him. (Psalm 50:3 KJV)

A fire goeth before Him, and burneth up His enemies round about. “His lightnings
enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled. 5The hills melted like wax at
the presence of YHWH, at the presence of the Adon of the whole earth. (Psalm
97:3-5 KJV)

The holiness of YHWH is like a purging fire that cannot abide with anything that is tamei or
unclean. The Scriptures are likewise filled with the testimony of those who have experienced
this terrifying reality. Not surprisingly, the first to experience the terror of YHWH’S holy
presence was Adam.

And they heard the voice of YHWH Elohim walking in the garden in the cool of the
day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of YHWH Elohim
amongst the trees of the garden. And YHWH Elohim called unto Adam, and said
unto him, Where art thou? 1°And He said, I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I
was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. (Genesis 3:8-10 KJV)

Note that the first thing Adam and Chava did was seek to “cover” themselves from the holy
presence of the Creator.

Jacob and others marvel when they survive a “close encounter” with the Holy One or His
agents.

And He said, Thou canst not see My face: for there shall no man see Me, and live.
(Exodus 33:20 KJV)

And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen Elohim face to face,
and my life is preserved. (Genesis 32:30 KJV)

And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen
Elohim. (Judges 13:22 KJV)

Then said I, Woe is me! For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips,
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the
King, YHWH of hosts. (Isaiah 6:5 KJV)

Moreover He said, I am the Elohim of thy father, the Elohim of Abraham, the
Elohim of Isaac, and the Elohim of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was
afraid to look upon Elohim. (Exodus 3:6 KJV)
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Then YHWH opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the messenger of YHWH
standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his
head, and fell flat on his face. (Numbers 22:31 KJV)

And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of YHWH am I now come. And
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What
saith my lord unto his servant? (Joshua 5:14 KJV)

And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to
yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever
toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death: 13there shall not an hand touch it,
but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall
not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount.
(Exodus 19:12-13 KJV)

And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because YHWH descended upon it in
fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole
mount quaked greatly. 1°And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and
waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and Elohim answered him by a voice.
20And YHWH came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount: and YHWH
called Moses up to the top of the mount; and Moses went up. (Exodus 19:18-20
KJV)

And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the
trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed,
and stood afar off. 19And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will
hear: but let not Elohim speak with us, lest we die. (Exodus 20:18-19 KJV)

Did ever people hear the voice of Elohim speaking out of the midst of the fire, as
thou hast heard, and live? (Deuteronomy 4:33 KJV)

We have also observed that those who act presumptuously and transgress the boundaries of
the Holy One do not often survive.

And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put
fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before YHWH, which
He commanded them not. 2And there went out fire from YHWH, and devoured
them, and they died before YHWH. (Leviticus 10:1-2 KJV)

And they took every man his censer, and put fire in them, and laid incense
thereon, and stood in the door of the tabernacle of the congregation with Moses
and Aaron. (Numbers 16:18 KJV)

And there came out a fire from YHWH, and consumed the two hundred and fifty
men that offered incense. (Numbers 16:35 KJV)

The first threat the Levites must protect against is the presence of the holy among the unholy.

And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean
and clean. (Leviticus 10:10 KJV)

We are repeatedly encouraged to keep the Torah, which contains the protocol to protect us
from the consuming fire of YHWH’S holiness.
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He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain My words: keep My
commandments, and live. (Proverbs 4:4 KJV)

Keep My commandments, and live; and My law as the apple of thine eye.
(Proverbs 7:2 KJV)

Ye shall therefore keep My statutes, and My judgments: which if a man do, he
shall live in them: I am YHWH. (Leviticus 18:5 KJV)

But thus do unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they approach
unto the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in, and appoint them every
one to his service and to his burden. (Numbers 4:19 KJV)

Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments,
which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess the
land which YHWH Elohim of your fathers giveth you. (Deuteronomy 4:1 KJV)

Specially the day that thou stoodest before YHWH thy Elohim in Horeb, when
YHWH said unto me, Gather Me the people together, and I will make them hear
My words, that they may learn to fear Me all the days that they shall live upon
the earth, and that they may teach their children. (Deuteronomy 4:10 KJV)

It is the camp of the Levites (including the cohanim) that provides a physical, protective barrier
between the defilement of the camp of the Israelites and the holiness of the camp of YHWH.

But thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of testimony, and over all
the vessels thereof, and over all things that belong to it: they shall bear the
tabernacle, and all the vessels thereof; and they shall minister unto it, and shall
encamp round about the tabernacle. >!And when the tabernacle setteth forward,
the Levites shall take it down: and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the
Levites shall set it up: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.
(Numbers 1:50-51 KJV)

But the Levites shall pitch round about the tabernacle of testimony, that there be
no wrath upon the congregation of the children of Israel: and the Levites shall
keep the charge of the tabernacle of testimony. (Numbers 1:53 KJV)

It is specifically the cohanim who protect the Levites from the holiness of YHWH by placing the
“coverings” on the sacred, holy furnishings of the Tabernacle so that the Levites will not
inadvertently touch them or even gaze upon them and die.

Cut ye not off the tribe of the families of the Kohathites from among the Levites:
19put thus do unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they approach unto
the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in, and appoint them every one
to his service and to his burden: 2°but they shall not go in to see when the holy
things are covered, lest they die. (Numbers 4:18-20 KJV)

Clearly the first “fear of YHWH” the camp of the Levites is to protect against is the fear of
YHWH'’S holy presence and its effects upon the less than holy. Here we see that the threat to
the camp of Israel comes from within. In this regard the Levites are protecting the Israelites
from YHWH'’S presence.

The second “fear of YHWH” is the threat of His absence. The children of Israel clearly

understand that their very existence depends upon YHWH. We observe this fear in the
children of Israel shortly after their exodus from Egypt. While waiting for Moses to return from
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his encounter with the Holy One on Mount Sinai, the children of Israel grew restless and built
themselves a golden calf to represent YHWH. This transgression offended the Holy One and
defiled the hearts of the people. YHWH then threatened not to continue with them on the
journey and to withdraw His presence from them.

Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of which I have spoken unto thee:
behold, My messenger shall go before thee: nevertheless in the day when I visit I
will visit their sin upon them. (Exodus 32:34 KJV)

And YHWH said unto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, thou and the people which
thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land which I sware unto
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it: 2and I will
send a messenger before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and
the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite: 3unto a land flowing
with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou art a
stiffnecked people: lest I consume thee in the way. *And when the people heard
these evil tidings, they mourned: and no man did put on him his ornaments. >For
YHWH had said unto Moses, Say unto the children of Israel, Ye are a stiffnecked
people: I will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee:
therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what to do unto
thee. (Exodus 33:1-5 KJV)

The people quickly repented and rejoiced to hear that YHWH would indeed continue to dwell in
their midst. Having witnessed YHWH’S great deliverance, the plagues, the parting of the Red
Sea, the pillar of cloud and fire, and the plenteous provisions He had provided for them in the
wilderness — the water from the rock, the manna from heaven, and quail to eat — the children of
Israel quickly realized that their entire survival depended upon YHWH’S presence. Again, the
testimony of Scripture provides us numerous revelations of our dependence upon the Creator
for everything.

The earth is YHWH’S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell
therein. (Psalm 24:1 KJV)

The heavens are Thine, the earth also is Thine: as for the world and the fulness
thereof, Thou hast founded them. (Psalm 89:11 KJV)

For the earth is YHWH’S, and the fulness thereof. (1 Corinthians 10:26 KJV)

And thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which YHWH thy Elohim hath given
unto thee, and unto thine house, thou, and the Levite, and the stranger that is
among you. (Deuteronomy 26:11 KJV)

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. (James
1:17 KJV)

If it had not been YHWH who was on our side, when men rose up against us:
3then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us:
4then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone over our soul: Sthen
the proud waters had gone over our soul. °Blessed be YHWH, who hath not given
us as a prey to their teeth. (Psalm 124:2-6 KJV)

The Levites and the cohanim are charged with protecting the camp of YHWH from any
defilement that might cause YHWH to withdraw Himself from their presence. Here again, let us
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be very clear on this matter. It is not that YHWH desires to destroy the sinner; in fact, it is just
the opposite.

Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? Saith Adonai YHWH: and
not that he should return from his ways, and live? (Ezekiel 18:23 KJV)

Say unto them, As I live, saith Adonai YHWH, I have no pleasure in the death of
the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from
your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel? (Ezekiel 33:11 KJV)

It is clearly not the will of YHWH that the wicked be consumed; rather, it is the mere nature of
the Holy One. Out of love for even the wicked, YHWH must withdraw His presence or consume
the defiled. Therefore, the role of the Levites is to protect the sanctity of the camp of YHWH so
that the Holy One does not depart from their midst and to protect the camp of YHWH from the
defilement of the people.

In summary, the two threats the camp of the Levites must protect against are the holiness of
YHWH consuming the people and the defilement of the people provoking YHWH’S holy presence
to withdraw from among them. The people must learn the fear of YHWH to prevent either of
these threats from becoming a reality.

The Hebrew root word yare (yud, resh, aleph) means both “to be afraid” and “to be in awe of
something or someone.” It is a cognate of the Hebrew word yarah (yud, resh, hey), which
means “to throw” or “to cast down.” We may understand in this the idea of throwing oneself
down at someone’s feet out of fear to beg for mercy or to worship and revere him out of
gratitude. Both of these understandings can be applied to the Sovereign Creator. It is also
interesting to note that the word yarah, meaning “to throw,” also means “to teach” in the sense
of casting words or knowledge before a student. The Hebrew word Torah (tav, vav, resh, hey),
meaning “teaching,” comes from this same root. We should not miss the connection between
the Torah of YHWH and the yare or “fear” of YHWH. Let us note that the fear of YHWH is given
evidence in a life of obedience, while the lack of fear of YHWH gives rise to decadence and
wickedness.

The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of
Elohim before his eyes. (Psalm 36:1 KJV)

There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after Elohim. 12They
are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none
that doeth good, no, not one. 13Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their
tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 4whose
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: !Stheir feet are swift to shed blood:
16destruction and misery are in their ways: 17and the way of peace have they not
known: 18there is no fear of Elohim before their eyes. (Romans 3:11-18 KJV)

Wherefore doth the wicked contemn Elohim? He hath said in his heart, Thou wilt
not require it. (Psalm 10:13 KJV)

Those who fear YHWH demonstrate their love and awe for the Holy One by their lives of
obedience. Let us remember that the protocol for living in the presence of YHWH is to be found

in His statutes, ordinances, judgments, distinctions, and commandments.

Thou shalt fear YHWH thy Elohim, and serve Him, and shalt swear by His name.
(Deuteronomy 6:13 KJV)
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Thou shalt fear YHWH thy Elohim; Him shalt thou serve, and to Him shalt thou
cleave, and swear by His name. (Deuteronomy 10:20 KJV)

Now therefore fear YHWH, and serve Him in sincerity and in truth: and put away
the elohim which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt;
and serve ye YHWH. (Joshua 24:14 KJV)

We should note that the “fear of YHWH” does not come naturally to fallen man but must be
learned.

And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for Elohim is come to prove you, and
that His fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not. (Exodus 20:20 KJV)

Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which YHWH
your Elohim commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither
ye go to possess it: 2that thou mightest fear YHWH thy Elohim, to keep all His
statutes and His commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and
thy son’s son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged.
(Deuteronomy 6:1-2 KJV)

And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he
may learn to fear YHWH his Elohim, to keep all the words of this law and
these statutes, to do them. (Deuteronomy 17:19 KJV)

Gather the people together, men, and women, and children, and thy stranger that
is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear
YHWH your Elohim, and observe to do all the words of this law. (Deuteronomy
31:12 KJV)

And that their children, which have not known any thing, may hear, and learn to
fear YHWH your Elohim, as long as ye live in the land whither ye go over
Jordan to possess it. (Deuteronomy 31:13 KJV)

It was at Mount Sinai that the children of Israel truly learned the fullness of what it means to
fear YHWH. At Mount Sinai the children of Israel experienced firsthand the magnificent yet
terrible power of the presence of the Holy One. They felt the ground shake, saw the mountain
on fire, and heard the voice of YHWH for themselves. Such close encounters with the Holy One
are indeed terrifying.

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living Elohim. (Hebrews 10:31 KJV)

In many respects, the Tabernacle is a miniature and mobile Mount Sinai. While YHWH once
spoke to the children of Israel shrouded in smoke from the top of Mount Sinai, He now speaks
to them from between the wings of the cherubim on the Mercy Seat of the Ark of the Covenant,
shrouded in the smoke of the incense and the veils of the Tabernacle. Just as a boundary was
set around Mount Sinai to protect the children of Israel from drawing to near the Holy One and
perishing, so too the camp of the Levites provides the protective boundary around the camp of
YHWH lest any break through presumptuously and perish.

The four phases of the fear of YHWH are evident in the very structure of the camp. The first
phase is that of the nations and unbelief. Those who do not believe in YHWH cannot fear what
they do not believe to be real or a threat. Pharaoh provides us with a classic example of this
first phase.
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And Pharaoh said, Who is YHWH, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I
know not YHWH, neither will I let Israel go. (Exodus 5:2 KJV)

The second phase of the fear of YHWH embodies the first understanding of yare, which is “to be
afraid.” Those who experienced close encounters with the Sovereign of the universe and lived
to tell about it feared their destruction because of the nearness of YHWH’S purging holiness.
We have seen numerous examples of this phase already in this study. While the fruit of this
phase of fear may be obedience, it is obedience out of fear of chastisement, punishment, and
death. While the commandments are the protocol that allows intimacy with the Creator, this
phase is truly an intermediary phase based on the spirit of self-preservation and self-love
rather than the love of YHWH.

The third phase of the fear of YHWH is not the fear of His presence but the fear of His absence.
When we as believers come to the realization that our lives and salvation are completely
dependent upon YHWH and that He is indeed the source of life and every good gift, we begin to
fear that our sinfulness and wickedness may cause Him to withdraw from our lives. The
psalms are filled with such concerns.

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
(Psalm 51:11 KJV)

Why standest Thou afar off, O YHWH? Why hidest Thou Thyself in times of
trouble? (Psalm 10:1 KJV)

For I said in my haste, I am cut off from before Thine eyes: nevertheless Thou
heardest the voice of my supplications when I cried unto Thee. (Psalm 31:22 KJV)

For Thou art the Elohim of my strength: why dost Thou cast me off? Why go I
mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? (Psalm 43:2 KJV)

Awake, why sleepest Thou, O Adonai? Arise, cast us not off for ever. (Psalm
44:23 KJV)

Will YHWH cast off for ever? And will He be favourable no more? (Psalm 77:7
KJV)

This phase may also be rooted in the spirit of self-love and self-preservation. Recognizing that
one is completely dependent upon another may evoke obedience, but that obedience does not
necessarily mean that one’s love has matured into a genuine, unconditional, selfless love for
YHWH.

The fourth phase of the fear of YHWH embraces the secondary meaning of the word yare,
which is “to reverence” or “to stand in awe of” YHWH. In this phase the spirit behind the
obedience is not merely fear of punishment or desire for blessing; rather, it is a spirit of awe,
wonder, gratitude, and love. When we ponder the testimony of Scripture and understand that
the protocol, statutes, ordinances, distinctions, judgments, and commandments of the Torah
are given so that the Holy One may fulfill His desire to draw near to us, the Torah becomes a
delight to us. All that we hunger and thirst for deep within our souls may be found in YHWH,
if we are able to commune with Him. This fear of YHWH rooted in love drives out the terror
from us. As our brother the apostle John declared:

Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of
judgment: because as He is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love; but
perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not
made perfect in love. (1 John 4:17-18 KJV)
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In this phase it is our love and desire for YHWH that cause us to keep the Torah.

For this is the love of Elohim, that we keep His commandments: and His
commandments are not grievous. (1 John 5:3 KJV)

Keeping the Torah is still necessary if we indeed desire to draw near to YHWH without fear of
death and destruction. We must recognize that our mere love and desire for YHWH do not
make it possible for us to draw near to the Holy One without risk. Our love for YHWH causes
us to keep the Torah, the revealed protocol for entering into the presence of the Holy One. In
this instance the Torah teaches us that we cannot come into the presence of YHWH without a
covering. Without the Temple standing, we must ponder how it is possible to be intimate with
YHWH. Remember that the word translated as “atonement” is kaphar (khaf, fey, resh), which
means “to cover.” It is the Altar service of the Tabernacle and later the Temple that provides
this “covering.”

Here again, we see that the ministry of the Altar of the Levites and the cohanim is also a part of
their protective ministry. In our present fallen and defiled state we could not enter into the
presence of YHWH without disastrous effects if it were not for the covering. Without the Altar
and the priesthood we would be completely without hope. However, we must remember that
the Tabernacle, the Altar, and the priesthood are visible words proclaiming the provision of
YHWH for His people. Thus, the service of the Altar points forward to the true provision - the
sacrifice of Yeshua our Messiah. It is by the blood of Messiah that we may now enter boldly
unto the throne of grace.

Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. (Hebrews 9:12 KJV)

Wherefore Yeshua also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood,
suffered without the gate. (Hebrews 13:12 KJV)

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:16 KJV)

This final phase of the fear of YHWH is what we should all be striving for.
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A Rood Awakening!

Presents

Awakening in the Word

By Glenn McWilliams of TK TORAH KEEPERS
www.ARoodAwakening.tv

Our heart at A Rood Awakening! is to spread the message of the pure Torah to the four
corners of the earth. We know that there are many brothers and sisters around the world who
are hungering and thirsting for the pure water of the Word. We have been working diligently to
make these weekly Torah teachings available around the world via the Internet and television.
It is our hope to keep these teachings available to the whole world at no charge. To do this we
need your help and support. If you have been feasting or even gleaning strength, wisdom,
knowledge, understanding, and encouragement from these weekly teachings, then please help
us to continue this ministry to the world with your support.

“Freely yreedhaiveed, freely

(Matthew 10:8)

Your tax deductible contribution to A Rood Awakening! will help to assure that these and
other such teachings will continue to reach and edify the body of Messiah even to the ends of
the earth.

“Freely ye haewde fececeilly gi:
(Matthew 10:8)
YES! I have been blessed by the Awakening in the Word Torah Teaching Series and I want

to support the continuance of this vital ministry. Please accept my donation which is given in
a spirit of love and gratitude.

Name Amount
Address E-mail
City. State Zip
Phone

Please make checks payable to A Rood Awakening Ministries International.

Send contributions to:

Awakening in the Word
c/o A Rood Awakening Ministries International

P.O. Box 309
Byron Center, Michigan 49315 USA
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