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THE OVERVIEW 

 

Having just finished counting and exchanging the Levites for the firstborn of Israel, Moses is 

commanded to count the Levites yet one more time and to assign them their specific duties 
concerning the dismantling and transporting of the Tabernacle of YHWH.  While the actual 

counting will be covered in the following portion, our study this week focuses upon the various 

tasks and responsibilities of everyone involved with the Tabernacle and its sacred furnishings.  
The portion begins with the cohanim and the tribe of Kohath, followed by the Gershonites and, 

finally, the Merarites. 

 
 

THE OUTLINE 

 

 Numbers 4:1-20      The Kohathites 
o Numbers 4:1-3        The command to count the Kohathites 

o Numbers 4:4-16      Instructions concerning the furnishings of the Holy of Holies 
o Numbers 4:17-20    Warnings 

 Numbers 4:21-28    The Gershonites 
o Numbers 4:21-23    The command to count the Gershonites 

o Numbers 4:24-28    Instructions concerning the curtains, coverings, and cords 

 Numbers 4:29-33    The Merarites 
o Numbers 4:29-30    The command to count the Merarites 

o Numbers 4:31-33    Instructions concerning the boards, beams, and sockets 

 
 

SUGGESTED STUDY QUESTIONS 

 

1. Why is a second census necessary? 

2. Why a change in age? 

3. Why so old an age for service? 
4. What lesson can be drawn from the difference in age? 

5. What is the key word in chapter 3? 

6. What is the key word in chapter 4? 

7. What are the two differences in the commands to count the families of the three sons? 

8. What message can be drawn from these differences? 
9. What is the birth order of the sons of Levi? 

10. What pattern is continued in this chapter? 

11. Why are the Kohathites listed first? 

12. Why are the Kohathites given a greater responsibility? 

13. What is the responsibility of the Kohathites? 

14. What are the Kohathites forbidden to do? 
15. What is the danger faced by the Kohathites? 
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16. Who is to protect the Kohathites? 

17. Are the holy objects dangerous? 

18. Why is the veil not given to the Gershonites to carry? 
19. What is the proper order of dismantling? 

20. How is the sanctity of the covered objects revealed? 
21. What is tachash? 

22. What is Eleazar’s duty? 

23. What is Ithamar’s duty? 

24. What are the duties of Gershon and Merari? 
 

 

THE TEXT    

 
Bemidbar 4:1-33 And YHWH spake unto Moses 

and unto Aaron, saying, 2Take the sum of the sons 
of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their 
families, by the house of their fathers, 3from thirty 
years old and upward even until fifty years old, all 
that enter into the host, to do the work in the 
tabernacle of the congregation.  4This shall be the 
service of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, about the most holy things: 5and when 
the camp setteth forward, Aaron shall come, and his 
sons, and they shall take down the covering veil, 
and cover the ark of testimony with it: 6and shall put 
thereon the covering of tanned skins, and shall 
spread over it a cloth wholly of blue, and shall put 
in the staves thereof.  7And upon the table of 

shewbread they shall spread a cloth of blue, and 
put thereon the dishes, and the spoons, and the 
bowls, and covers to cover withal: and the continual 
bread shall be thereon: 8and they shall spread upon 
them a cloth of scarlet, and cover the same with a 
covering of tanned skins, and shall put in the staves 
thereof.  9And they shall take a cloth of blue, and 
cover the candlestick of the light, and his lamps, 
and his tongs, and his snuffdishes, and all the oil 
vessels thereof, wherewith they minister unto it: 

10and they shall put it and all the vessels thereof 
within a covering of tanned skins, and shall put it 
upon a bar.  11And upon the golden altar they shall 
spread a cloth of blue, and cover it with a covering 

of tanned skins, and shall put to the staves thereof: 
12and they shall take all the instruments of ministry, 
wherewith they minister in the sanctuary, and put 
them in a cloth of blue, and cover them with a 
covering of tanned skins, and shall put them on a 
bar: 13and they shall take away the ashes from the 
altar, and spread a purple cloth thereon: 14and they 
shall put upon it all the vessels thereof, wherewith 
they minister about it, even the censers, the 
fleshhooks, and the shovels, and the basons, all the 
vessels of the altar; and they shall spread upon it a 
covering of tanned skins, and put to the staves of it.  

15And when Aaron and his sons have made an end 
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of covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the 

sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, 
the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they 
shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die.  These 
things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the 
tabernacle of the congregation.  16And to the office of 
Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest pertaineth the oil 
for the light, and the sweet incense, and the daily 
meat offering, and the anointing oil, and the 
oversight of all the tabernacle, and of all that therein 
is, in the sanctuary, and in the vessels thereof.  
17And YHWH spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, 
saying, 18Cut ye not off the tribe of the families of 
the Kohathites from among the Levites: 19but thus do 
unto them, that they may live, and not die, when 
they approach unto the most holy things: Aaron and 
his sons shall go in, and appoint them every one to 
his service and to his burden: 20but they shall not go 
in to see when the holy things are covered, lest they 
die.  21And YHWH spake unto Moses, saying, 22Take 
also the sum of the sons of Gershon, throughout the 
houses of their fathers, by their families; 23from 
thirty years old and upward until fifty years old 
shalt thou number them; all that enter in to perform 
the service, to do the work in the tabernacle of the 
congregation.  24This is the service of the families of 
the Gershonites, to serve, and for burdens: 25and 
they shall bear the curtains of the tabernacle, and 

the tabernacle of the congregation, his covering, and 
the covering of the tanned skins that is above upon 
it, and the hanging for the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, 26and the hangings of the court, 
and the hanging for the door of the gate of the court, 
which is by the tabernacle and by the altar round 
about, and their cords, and all the instruments of 
their service, and all that is made for them: so shall 
they serve.  27At the appointment of Aaron and his 
sons shall be all the service of the sons of the 
Gershonites, in all their burdens, and in all their 
service: and ye shall appoint unto them in charge all 
their burdens.  28This is the service of the families of 
the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of the 
congregation: and their charge shall be under the 
hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.  29As for 
the sons of Merari, thou shalt number them after 
their families, by the house of their fathers; 30from 
thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years 
old shalt thou number them, every one that entereth 
into the service, to do the work of the tabernacle of 
the congregation.  31And this is the charge of their 
burden, according to all their service in the 
tabernacle of the congregation; the boards of the 
tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars 
thereof, and sockets thereof, 32and the pillars of the 
court round about, and their sockets, and their pins, 
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and their cords, with all their instruments, and with 

all their service: and by name ye shall reckon the 
instruments of the charge of their burden.  33This is 
the service of the families of the sons of Merari, 
according to all their service, in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, under the hand of Ithamar the son of 
Aaron the priest. (Numbers 4:1-33 KJV) 
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From the very opening chapters of the book of Bemidbar we have been watching the Creator 

count and organize the children of Israel to become an army, a nation, and a well-ordered body 

called to be a living Tabernacle for the Creator among His creation.  In the opening chapters we 

observed YHWH commanding Moses and Aaron to take a census of the all the children of Israel 

from the age of twenty years old and upward.  

 
And YHWH spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they 
were come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2Take ye the sum of all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by the house of their 
fathers, with the number of their names, every male by their polls. (Numbers 1:1-2 
KJV) 

 

Captains were appointed for each of the tribes to help in the counting process.  We noted that 

at time of the first census, the twelve tribes were named and numbered. 

 
And these are the names of the men that shall stand with you: of the tribe of 
Reuben; Elizur the son of Shedeur.  6Of Simeon; Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.  

7Of Judah; Nahshon the son of Amminadab.  8Of Issachar; Nethaneel the son of 
Zuar.  9Of Zebulun; Eliab the son of Helon.  10Of the children of Joseph: of Ephraim; 
Elishama the son of Ammihud: of Manasseh; Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.  11Of 
Benjamin; Abidan the son of Gideoni.  12Of Dan; Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.  
13Of Asher; Pagiel the son of Ocran.  14Of Gad; Eliasaph the son of Deuel.  15Of 
Naphtali; Ahira the son of Enan. (Numbers 1:5-15 KJV) 

 

Totals were given as to how many men of war twenty years old and upward were among each 

tribe. 

 

 Reuben  46,500  Ephraim  40,500 

 Simeon  59,300  Manasseh  32,200 

 Gad   45,650  Benjamin  35,400 

 Judah   74,600  Dan   62,700 

 Issachar  54,400  Asher   41,500 

 Zebulun  57,400  Naphtali  53,400 
 
 

The names and order given in the verses above are grouped by mothers: Leah’s children are 

Reuben, Simeon, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun; Rachel’s children are Epharaim, Manasseh 
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(through Joseph), and Benjamin.  The sons of the handmaids come next.  The sons of Zilpah, 

Leah’s handmaid, are Gad and Asher.  The sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s handmaid, are Dan and 

Naphtali.   
 

There are two notable variations in the listing above.  The first is that Gad, the son of Leah’s 

handmaid Zilpah, has been elevated to the third position.  The second obvious variation in this 

passage is the omission of the tribe of Levi from the counting.  Although twelve tribes are listed 

here, we should note that Joseph was replaced by his two sons Ephraim and Manasseh, and 

Levi was likewise dropped from the count.  We have already discussed in the previous portions 
that the number twelve is associated with perfect or divine government.  The fact that the 

tribes are always listed as twelve is a statement about the Kingdom of YHWH beginning with 

the children of Israel.  As we have repeatedly seen and will continue to observe throughout 

these opening chapters, it is YHWH who gives order to the chaos.    

 
The fact that the Levites were not numbered among the children of Israel was also by divine 

decree. 

 
But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers were not numbered among them.  

48For YHWH had spoken unto Moses, saying, 49Only thou shalt not number the 
tribe of Levi, neither take the sum of them among the children of Israel. (Numbers 
1:47-49 KJV)  

 

The omission of the Levites from the counting of the men of war was due to the special calling 

given to the Levites.  While the men of Israel twenty years old and upward are called to protect 

the children of Israel from the various external threats they might encounter on their journey 
from Sinai to the land of promise, the Levites are assigned another set of duties.  The Levites 

are to protect the children of Israel from the dangers within the camp.  When the camp is 

pitched, the Levites are to position themselves as a protective ring around the Tabernacle to 

safeguard the sanctity of the Tabernacle from intentional and unintentional defilement.  The 

Levites are also responsible for transporting and protecting the Tabernacle and its sacred 

furnishings when the camp is dismantled and sent on the march. 
 

But thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of testimony, and over all 
the vessels thereof, and over all things that belong to it: they shall bear the 
tabernacle, and all the vessels thereof; and they shall minister unto it, and shall 
encamp round about the tabernacle.  51And when the tabernacle setteth forward, 
the Levites shall take it down: and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the 
Levites shall set it up: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.   

52And the children of Israel shall pitch their tents, every man by his own camp, 
and every man by his own standard, throughout their hosts.  53But the Levites 
shall pitch round about the tabernacle of testimony, that there be no wrath upon 
the congregation of the children of Israel: and the Levites shall keep the charge of 
the tabernacle of testimony. (Numbers 1:50-53 KJV)   

 

Ultimately, the Levites are counted.  In fact, the Levites are counted not once, but twice, as we 

shall soon see.   

 
In last week’s portion we observed yet a third calling upon the tribe of Levi.  The Levites are to 

serve not only as the Tabernacle security force and transporters but also as the redemption of 

the firstborn of Israel.   

 
And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of 
all the firstborn that openeth the matrix among the children of Israel: therefore the 
Levites shall be Mine; 13because all the firstborn are Mine; for on the day that I 
smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto Me all the firstborn in 
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Israel, both man and beast: Mine shall they be: I am YHWH. (Numbers 3:12-13 

KJV) 

 
To this end, YHWH commanded Moses to number all the tribe of Levi and all the firstborn of 

the children of Israel from one month old and upward. 

 
And YHWH spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying, 15Number the 
children of Levi after the house of their fathers, by their families: every male from 
a month old and upward shalt thou number them. (Numbers 3:14-15 KJV) 
 
And YHWH said unto Moses, Number all the firstborn of the males of the children 
of Israel from a month old and upward, and take the number of their names.  

41And thou shalt take the Levites for Me (I am YHWH) instead of all the firstborn 
among the children of Israel; and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the 
firstlings among the cattle of the children of Israel. (Numbers 3:40-41 KJV) 

 

In our portion Moses is commanded to count the children of Levi yet a second time. 

 
And YHWH spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 2Take the sum of the sons 
of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their families, by the house of their 
fathers, 3from thirty years old and upward even until fifty years old, all that enter 
into the host, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation. (Numbers 4:1-3 
KJV)  
 
And YHWH spake unto Moses, saying, 22Take also the sum of the sons of 
Gershon, throughout the houses of their fathers, by their families; 23from thirty 
years old and upward until fifty years old shalt thou number them; all that enter 
in to perform the service, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation. 

(Numbers 4:21-23 KJV)  
 
As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt number them after their families, by the 
house of their fathers; 30from thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old 
shalt thou number them, every one that entereth into the service, to do the work of 
the tabernacle of the congregation. (Numbers 4:29-30 KJV) 

 

There are several important details we should note in these commands to count the various 
families of the Levites.  The first matter we will address is the reason for a second counting of 

the Levites.  The answer is found in the ages of the men to be counted.  The first count of the 

Levites was of all those from one month old and upward. 

 
And YHWH spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying, 15Number the 
children of Levi after the house of their fathers, by their families: every male from 
a month old and upward shalt thou number them. (Numbers 3:14-15 KJV) 

 

In the verses in our portion, however, note that the second census is to be limited to men thirty 

years old and upward.  This change in the age limit is largely due to the various functions 

assigned to the Levites.  This variation in count and function can readily be seen in the 
variation of the key words in Numbers chapters 3 and 4.  We have already stated above that 
one of the primary functions of the Levites is that of guard duty (mishmeret, root shamar) or 

divine security force.  The second responsibility of the Levites is to physically transport 
(avodah, root avad) the Tabernacle when the camp is on the march.  Two other words that 

describe the work of the Levites are melachah or “skilled work” and sharat or “ministry.”  Let us 

now look at the frequency of these words in each of the two chapters under study. 
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CHAPTER 3    CHAPTER 4 

 

 mishmeret (guard duty)  mishmeret 
 3:7, 8, 25 ,28, 31, 32, 36, 38  4:27, 28, 31, 32 

 

 avodah (physical work)  avodah 
 3:7, 8, 26, 31, 36   4:3, 19, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 35,     

                                                              4:37, 39, 41, 43, 47, 49 
 

 sharat (ministry)        sharat 
 3:6, 31     4:9, 12, 14 

 

 melachah (skilled labor)  melachah 
       4:3 

 

 
Here we clearly see that the focus of Numbers chapter 3 is the Levites’ work of guarding the 

sanctity of the Tabernacle.  The word for “guard duty” appears ten times in chapter 3 (twice in 

some verses), while only appearing four times in chapter 4.  The focus of Numbers chapter 4 is 

clearly upon the Levites’ calling regarding the disassembling, transporting, and reassembling of 
the Tabernacle.  In chapter 3 the word describing this physical labor (avodah) is used five 

times, while in chapter 4 it is used nineteen times.  It is precisely this emphasis upon the 
physical aspect of the Levites’ responsibility that necessitates a second census of the men 

thirty years old and upward who are capable of managing the great weight and responsibility of 

this sacred assignment.  A one-month-old clearly cannot be expected to help with the physical 

labor; therefore, YHWH commands Moses and Aaron to count those capable of carrying out 

this physical labor.  
 

The fact that the census of chapter 3, which focuses on the role of protecting or guarding the 

sanctity of the camp of YHWH, counts from the age of one month and upward tells us that one 

is responsible for the sanctity of the Tabernacle regardless of age.  Since the count ranges from 

the age of one month and upward, without any upper limit, we may assume that protecting the 

sanctity of the Tabernacle is a lifelong calling.  The call to perform physical labor, however, is 
limited to those who are physically able to bear the burden.   

 

Once again, we should note that YHWH never asks us to do what we cannot do; He only asks 

us to do what we can.  While young men in their teens and twenties may well be physically 

capable of carrying out the physical labor of the Tabernacle, the Torah places this burden upon 
those thirty to fifty years old.  At fifty years of age it is probable that the burden of beams, bars, 

sockets, and coverings would begin to take a toll on one’s health.  However, the reason for the 

lower limit of service being set at thirty is not given in the text, nor is it evident by context.  We 

may speculate, however, that the reason the lower limit is set so high (age 30) is because of the 

inherent danger in the task.  Thus, the Torah assigns the task not only to the physically able 

but also to the emotionally and spiritually mature.  We are warned several times in the opening 
chapters of the deadly cost of violating the divinely given protocol.   

 
And when the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take it down: and 
when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up: and the stranger 
that cometh nigh shall be put to death. (Numbers 1:51 KJV)  
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And thou shalt appoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall wait on their priest’s 

office: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death. (Numbers 3:10 
KJV)  

 
But those that encamp before the tabernacle toward the east, even before the 
tabernacle of the congregation eastward, shall be Moses, and Aaron and his sons, 
keeping the charge of the sanctuary for the charge of the children of Israel; and 
the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death. (Numbers 3:38 KJV)  
 
And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and 
all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the sons 
of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they 
die.  These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the 
congregation. (Numbers 4:15 KJV)  
 
But thus do unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they approach unto 
the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in, and appoint them every one 
to his service and to his burden. (Numbers 4:19 KJV)  
 
But they shall not go in to see when the holy things are covered, lest they die. 
(Numbers 4:20 KJV)       

 

Here we learn that if the Levites touch or even look at the uncovered holy objects from within 

the Tabernacle, they will die.  The curiosity, energy, and impulsivity of youth may well be 

virtuous in some circumstances; however, the discipline, wisdom, restraint, and maturity of 
age are clearly the better choice for this divine assignment. 

 

Another detail we should take of note of concerning this second census of the families of the 

Levites is the order in which the counting is reported.  We should note that the first counting of 

the Levites was conducted according to the birth order of the sons of Levi. 

 
And these were the sons of Levi by their names; Gershon, and Kohath, and 
Merari. (Numbers 3:17 KJV) 
 
And these are the names of the sons of Gershon by their families; Libni, and 
Shimei.  19And the sons of Kohath by their families; Amram, and Izehar, Hebron, 
and Uzziel.  20And the sons of Merari by their families; Mahli, and Mushi.  These 
are the families of the Levites according to the house of their fathers. (Numbers 
3:18-20 KJV) 

 

A much more extensive genealogy of the tribe of Levi was given earlier in Exodus 6:16-26.  I 

have included in the following list the meanings of the names, as well as the counts of both 
censuses for each group counted. 

   

 

Levi (Joined to) 

 
 Gershon (Exile)                         [7,500 ONE MONTH AND UPWARD] 

  Libni (White)                         [2,630 BETWEEN 30-50] 

  Shimi (Renown or Heard) 

 

 Kohath (Assembly or Gathered)                           [8,600 ONE MONTH AND UPWARD] 

  Amram (Exalted People)                       [2,750 BETWEEN 30-50]  
Aaron (Light Bringer) 

    Nadab (Generous)  
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    Abihu (He Is My Father) 

    Eleazar (Elohim Has Helped) 

     Phinehas (Mouth of Brass) 
    Ithamar (Coast of Palms)  

     

   Moses (Drawn Out) 

    Gershom (Stranger) 

    Eliezar (Elohim Is Help) 

 
   Miriam (Rebellion) 

 

  Izhar (Shining Oil) 

   Korah (Bald) 

    Assir (Prisoner) 
    Elkanah (Elohim Has Possessed) 

    Abiasaph (My Father Has Gathered) 

 

   Nepheg (Sprout) 

   Zichri (Memorable) 

   
Hebron (Association) 

 

Uzziel (My Strength Is Elohim) 

   Mishael (Who Is What Elohim Is) 

Elzaphan (My Elohim Has Protected) 
Zithri (Protection or Secret Place)    

 

Merari (Bitter)                [6,200 ONE MONTH AND UPWARD] 

  Mahli (Sick or Plagued)             [3,200 BETWEEN 30-50] 

  Mushi (Pushed Out or Yielding)  

 
 

While the previous census of the Levites (from the age of one month and upward) was given 

according to the birth order of the sons of Levi, the second census does not follow the birth 

order.  It counts the Kohathites first, followed by Gershonites (the descendants of the firstborn) 

and, finally, the Merarites.  
 

And YHWH spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 2Take the sum of the sons 
of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their families, by the house of their 
fathers, 3from thirty years old and upward even until fifty years old, all that enter 
into the host, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation. (Numbers 4:1-3 
KJV)  
 
And YHWH spake unto Moses, saying, 22Take also the sum of the sons of 
Gershon, throughout the houses of their fathers, by their families; 23from thirty 
years old and upward until fifty years old shalt thou number them; all that enter 
in to perform the service, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation. 
(Numbers 4:21-23 KJV)  
 
As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt number them after their families, by the 
house of their fathers; 30from thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old 
shalt thou number them, every one that entereth into the service, to do the work of 
the tabernacle of the congregation. (Numbers 4:29-30 KJV) 
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Let us recall that the first census was, in part, for the purpose of the redeeming the firstborn of 

the children of Israel.  It would make perfect sense that the first counting would be according 

to the birth order.  However, in this week’s portion we see another familiar pattern being 
followed – that of the second born superseding the firstborn.  We have often observed this 

peculiar pattern of the second born replacing the firstborn throughout the story of the Hebrew 

people.  Let me include a part of last week’s portion simply to emphasize the importance of 

understanding this point. 

 

 Isaac replaced Ishmael as firstborn 

 Jacob replaced Esau as firstborn 

 Joseph replaced Reuben as firstborn 

 Ephraim replaced Manasseh as firstborn 

 The Kohathites replaced the Gershonites 

 The renewed covenant replaced the first covenant 

 The second Adam replaced the first Adam 

 Spiritual Israel replaced carnal Israel 
 

In last week’s portion the firstborn were replaced by the Levites.  In our portion this pattern 
continues with the descendants of the second born, the Kohathites, replacing the descendants 

of the firstborn, the Gershonites.    

 

This pattern of replacing the firstborn with another is one that must not be neglected.  

Remembering that YHWH speaks to us through “visible words” makes such patterns 

particularly noteworthy.  We should see this pattern in terms of the very covenant itself – for 
the first tablets which Moses cast down were replaced with a second set of tablets. 

 
And He gave unto Moses, when He had made an end of communing with him 
upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger 

of Elohim. (Exodus 31:18 KJV)  
 
And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the 
testimony were in his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one 
side and on the other were they written.  16And the tables were the work of 
Elohim, and the writing was the writing of Elohim, graven upon the tables. 
(Exodus 32:15-16 KJV)  
 
And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, 
and the dancing: and Moses’ anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his 
hands, and brake them beneath the mount. (Exodus 32:19 KJV)  
 
And YHWH said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first: and 
I will write upon these tables the words that were in the first tables, which thou 

brakest. (Exodus 34:1 KJV)    

 

In the story of the two sets of tablets we see the foreshadowing of the breaking and renewing of 

the covenant.  YHWH carved out the first set of stone tablets and gave them to Moses.  These 
tablets Moses broke.  YHWH then instructed Moses to carve out the second set of tablets and 

bring them up Mount Sinai to Him.  YHWH wrote upon the second tablets the same words that 

were on the first.  Here we see the idea of the first making of the covenant being something 

originating outside the children of Israel and being imposed upon them.  However, the second 

tablets represent the children of Israel bringing the tablets of their hearts to YHWH to write 
upon.  This is exactly what the prophet Jeremiah declared.    
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Behold, the days come, saith YHWH, that I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 32not according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt; which My covenant they brake, although I was an husband 
unto them, saith YHWH: 33but this shall be the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel; after those days, saith YHWH, I will put My law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their Elohim, and they shall be My 
people. (Jeremiah 31:31-33 KJV) 

 
The renewed covenant is the same covenant as the first, but this time it is written on the heart.  

The renewed covenant is not a completely new covenant with a whole different set of 

instructions, judgments, distinctions, statutes, ordinances, and commandments.  The only 

difference is the location.  Where once the Torah was written on stone outside of the children of 

Israel and imposed upon them, now it is to be written upon their hearts, their obedience 
inspired from within, not imposed from without.  This is what YHWH promised through the 

prophet Ezekiel. 

 
A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will 
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.  

27And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and 
ye shall keep My judgments, and do them. (Ezekiel 36:26-27 KJV) 

 

The first (hard) heart is to be replaced by a new (living) heart, with the Spirit of the Holy One 

abiding within the believer and inspiring obedience to the Torah.  The old, carnal man is to be 

replaced by the new, spiritual man. 
 

This concept of the second replacing the first ultimately finds its fullest expression in the Brit 

Chadashah, where it is applied to the first and last Adam, as well as to the carnal or natural 

man and the born again or spiritual man. 

 
So also is the resurrection of the dead.  It is sown in corruption; it is raised in 
incorruption: 43it is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; 
it is raised in power: 44it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.  
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.  45And so it is written, The 
first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening 
spirit.  46Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; 
and afterward that which is spiritual.  47The first man is of the earth, earthy: the 
second man is the Lord from heaven.  48As is the earthy, such are they also that 
are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.  49And as 
we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly. (1 Corinthians 15:42-49 KJV)  

 
We should take this even further to apply to the fleshly Israel.  Let us recall that in Egypt, 

Israel was called YHWH’S firstborn.  It was this corporate firstborn that YHWH redeemed from 

Egypt by the firstborn of Egypt.  It is this carnal and corporate firstborn of Israel that 

ultimately breaks the covenant.  But now YHWH desires to renew the covenant by writing it 

upon the hearts of the children of Israel.  Thus, this spiritual, corporate Israel, redeemed by 
Yeshua, the Lamb of Elohim, will replace the carnal Israel as the firstborn.   

 

I want to be very clear here – I am not suggesting that the children of Israel, the covenant 

people of YHWH, are being replaced by the church.  The renewed covenant mentioned in 

Jeremiah 31 is clearly with the House of Israel and the House of Judah.  What I am saying is 

that carnal Israel, circumcised in the flesh but not the heart and worshipping YHWH with their 
lips while their hearts were far from Him, came out of Egypt but did not keep the covenant.  

This carnal Israel is to be replaced by a spiritual Israel, circumcised in the heart and flesh, 
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worshipping YHWH in spirit and in truth, and keeping the covenant out of love and gratitude 

for the Father who redeemed them.   

 
Once more, even in the pattern of the counting of the Levites, we see the declaration that our 

earthly status has little to do with our placement in the Kingdom of YHWH.  We also must not 

miss the revelation given in this pattern.  It is not our earthly, fleshly, carnal man that enters 

the Kingdom of YHWH.  We must be, as Messiah declared, “born again” if we are to see and 

enter the Kingdom. 

 
Yeshua answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of Elohim.  4Nicodemus saith unto him, 
How can a man be born when he is old?  Can he enter the second time into his 
mother’s womb, and be born?  5Yeshua answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of Elohim. (John 3:3-5 KJV) 

 

It is that which is born again, the spiritual man, who will enter the Kingdom of YHWH to live by 

the Spirit of the Torah.  Understanding this concept will help to clarify much of what Yeshua 

and his disciples taught and fought over with the Pharisees and the Sadducees.  In other 

words, the battle between Yeshua and the religious leaders of Israel was not over whether one 
should keep the Torah or not (as the church has defined the battle); rather, it was over the 

spirit in which one should be keeping the Torah.  

 

Another related question we may ask is why the Kohathites were elevated to such an honorable 

position.  Some have suggested that the answers are found in the names of the three sons (see 
the genealogy above for the meanings of the names). 

 
Chasam Sofer suggests that the three sons of Levi “are symbolic of three eras in 

the history of Israel.”  Kohath, meaning “gathered together,” is the time when all 
of Israel is together in the land of Israel, with the Temple standing and Hashem’s 
presence manifest.  Kohath’s children are Amram, meaning “a nation at its 
peak,” Izhar, “shining glory,” Hebron, “unity,” Uzziel, “the strength of God.”  
Gershon, meaning “one chased out,” represents the time of exile, whose function 
is as represented by his sons: Libni “to whiten” from their sins; and Shimei, “to 
listen” to the admonitions of the sages.  Merari, “embittered,” represents the 
generation of shemad, a time of fierce oppression and forced conversion.  His 
sons are Mahli, “to plague,” and Mushi, “pushed out” of their homes, thrown out 
to the mercy of the beasts of the fields.1 

 

Let us also note from the genealogy in Exodus chapter 6 given above that there are a number of 

important characters among the descendants of Kohath, not the least of which are Moses, 

Aaron, Eleazar, Ithamar, Phinehas, and Korah.  A few of these people play major roles in 
narratives yet to come in the book of Numbers.  Given the fact that the Kohathites are directly 

related to Moses and Aaron, it seems logical that this family would be given the honor of 

working directly with Moses and Aaron with the most sacred of responsibilities.  While their 

relationship to Moses and Aaron may be the reason the Kohathites are given this preeminent 

position, it is their very function that causes them to be listed first.   

 
The generic assignments of each family have already been covered in the previous portion. 

 

 

                                                           
1
 The Schottenstein Edition Interlinear Chumash, Volume 4: Bamidbar / Numbers, Rabbi Menachem Davis, ArtScroll 

/ Mesorah Publications, Pg. 23 
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THE CHARGE OF THE GERSHONITES  

 
And the charge of the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of the congregation shall 
be the tabernacle, and the tent, the covering thereof, and the hanging for the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, 26and the hangings of the court, and the 
curtain for the door of the court, which is by the tabernacle, and by the altar round 
about, and the cords of it for all the service thereof. (Numbers 3:25-26 KJV)    

 

 
THE CHARGE OF THE KOHATHITES  

 
And their charge shall be the ark, and the table, and the candlestick, and the 
altars, and the vessels of the sanctuary wherewith they minister, and the 
hanging, and all the service thereof. (Numbers 3:31 KJV) 

 

 

THE CHARGE OF THE MERARITES  

 
And under the custody and charge of the sons of Merari shall be the boards of the 
tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and the sockets thereof, 
and all the vessels thereof, and all that serveth thereto, 37and the pillars of the 
court round about, and their sockets, and their pins, and their cords. (Numbers 
3:36-37 KJV) 

 

In the book of Exodus we see that YHWH began the revelation of the instructions concerning 
the building of the Tabernacle from the center outward, beginning with the Ark of the 

Covenant.  

 
And let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.  9According to 
all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the 
instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it.  10And they shall make an ark of 
shittim wood: two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a 
half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof. (Exodus 25:8-
10 KJV) 

 

In our portion we also note that YHWH begins the instructions concerning the dismantling of 
the Tabernacle from the center outward, beginning with the Ark. 

 
And when the camp setteth forward, Aaron shall come, and his sons, and they 
shall take down the covering veil, and cover the ark of testimony with it: 6and 
shall put thereon the covering of badgers’ skins, and shall spread over it a cloth 
wholly of blue, and shall put in the staves thereof. (Numbers 4:5-6 KJV) 

 

The Ark of the Covenant is clearly the most holy object in the Holy of Holies.  We should take 

note that it is not the Kohathites who wrap and package the Ark for travel but Aaron and his 

sons.  While the Gershonites are given charge over all the other coverings and veils, note that 
the parochet, the veil which separates the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place, remains with the 

sacred objects of the Tabernacle.    
 

And thou shalt make a veil of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen 
of cunning work: with cherubim shall it be made: 32and thou shalt hang it upon 
four pillars of shittim wood overlaid with gold: their hooks shall be of gold, upon 
the four sockets of silver. 33and thou shalt hang up the veil under the taches, that 
thou mayest bring in thither within the veil the ark of the testimony: and the veil 
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shall divide unto you between the holy place and the most holy. (Exodus 26:31-33 

KJV) 

 
Note that the very first thing the cohanim are to do is remove the veil from the pillars that hold 

it and then cover the Ark of the Covenant with it.  It has been suggested that the cohanim walk 

with the veil held high before their eyes, using the veil as a protective covering, much as the 
cloud of incense protects the Cohen Gadol2 on the day of Yom Kippurim.3    

 
And YHWH said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at 
all times into the holy place within the veil before the mercy seat, which is upon 
the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat. 
(Leviticus 16:2 KJV) 
 
And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before 

YHWH, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the 
veil: 13and he shall put the incense upon the fire before YHWH, that the cloud of 
the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not. 
(Leviticus 16:12-13 KJV)  

 
Even the Cohen Gadol is not to enter before the throne of YHWH without a covering.  Once 

again, we should understand the proclamation of these visible words.  We are all guilty of sin.  

Even our most righteous deeds are but filthy rags.  Therefore, we dare not enter into the 
presence of the Holy One without an appropriate covering. 

 
But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; 
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us 
away. (Isaiah 64:6 KJV) 
 

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of Elohim. (Romans 3:23 KJV)  
 
Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. (Romans 5:12 KJV) 

 
For YHWH thy Elohim is a consuming fire, even a jealous Elohim. (Deuteronomy 
4:24 KJV)  
 
For our Elohim is a consuming fire. (Hebrews 12:29 KJV) 
 
And the sight of the glory of YHWH was like devouring fire on the top of the mount 
in the eyes of the children of Israel. (Exodus 24:17 KJV)  
 
Thou shalt be visited of YHWH of hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and 

great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire. (Isaiah 29:6 
KJV)  
 
Behold, the name of YHWH cometh from far, burning with His anger, and the 
burden thereof is heavy: His lips are full of indignation, and His tongue as a 
devouring fire. (Isaiah 30:27 KJV)  
 

                                                           
2
 High Priest 

3
 The JPS Torah Commentary: Numbers, Jacob Milgrom, Jewish Publication Society, Pg. 26 
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And YHWH shall cause His glorious voice to be heard, and shall shew the lighting 

down of His arm, with the indignation of His anger, and with the flame of a 
devouring fire, with scattering, and tempest, and hailstones. (Isaiah 30:30 KJV)  
 
The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites.  Who 
among us shall dwell with the devouring fire?  Who among us shall dwell with 
everlasting burnings? (Isaiah 33:14 KJV) 

 

We should remember that sin is the transgression of the Torah. 
 

Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression 
of the law. (1 John 3:4 KJV) 

 

Let us also recall that the Torah reveals the boundaries of the image of YHWH.  Everything 
outside the boundaries of the image of YHWH is sin, which leads to death and renders us 
tamei.4  It is this state of tamei that requires a covering.  The whole of the sacrificial system 

established by YHWH points to the provision of Yeshua, who, by the shedding of his blood, 
covers our sinful, tamei nature.  Remember that the word translated into English as 

“atonement” is the Hebrew word kaphar (khaf, fey, resh), which literally means “to cover.”  It is, 

therefore, by the covering of Yeshua’s blood that we may boldly enter into the presence of 

YHWH. 
 

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:16 KJV) 
 
Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once 
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. (Hebrews 9:12 KJV) 

 

For Messiah is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the 
figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of Elohim 
for us. (Hebrews 9:24 KJV)  

 

Even in the dismantling of the Tabernacle we are receiving proclamation concerning the 
Messiah.  We are also being reminded of the need for the proper fear of YHWH.  Violation of the 

protocol protecting the sanctity of the camp of YHWH is not something to be taken lightly.  The 

Torah is filled with warnings, even to those appointed to serve in the sanctuary. 

 
And it shall be upon Aaron to minister: and his sound shall be heard when he 
goeth in unto the holy place before YHWH, and when he cometh out, that he die 

not. (Exodus 28:35 KJV)  
 
When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, 

that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn 
offering made by fire unto YHWH: 21so they shall wash their hands and their feet, 
that they die not: and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even to him and to 
his seed throughout their generations. (Exodus 30:20-21 KJV) 
 
And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons, 
Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath 
come upon all the people: but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail 
the burning which YHWH hath kindled.  7And ye shall not go out from the door of 

                                                           
4
 Tamei ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŜǊǊƻƴŜƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άǳƴŎƭŜŀƴΦέ  Lǘ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜΣ 

ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎΣ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ¸I²I ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 
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the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: for the anointing oil of YHWH is 

upon you.  And they did according to the word of Moses. (Leviticus 10:6-7 KJV)  
 
Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into 
the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever 
throughout your generations. (Leviticus 10:9 KJV)  
 
Thus shall ye separate the children of Israel from their uncleanness; that they 

die not in their uncleanness, when they defile My tabernacle that is among them. 
(Leviticus 15:31 KJV)  
 
And YHWH said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at 
all times into the holy place within the veil before the mercy seat, which is upon 
the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat. 

(Leviticus 16:2 KJV)  
 
And he shall put the incense upon the fire before YHWH, that the cloud of the 
incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not. 
(Leviticus 16:13 KJV)  

 
They shall therefore keep Mine ordinance, lest they bear sin for it, and die 
therefore, if they profane it: I YHWH do sanctify them. (Leviticus 22:9 KJV) 

 
Three times in our portion we receive similar warnings concerning the risks of violating 

YHWH’S protocol of holiness. 

 
And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and 
all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the sons 

of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they 
die.  These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the 
congregation. (Numbers 4:15 KJV)  
 
But thus do unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they approach unto 
the most holy things:  Aaron and his sons shall go in, and appoint them every one 
to his service and to his burden. (Numbers 4:19 KJV)  
 
But they shall not go in to see when the holy things are covered, lest they die. 
(Numbers 4:20 KJV) 

 

We may grieve the fact that without the Tabernacle or Temple present among us, we have 

substantially lost a true sense of holiness, sanctity, and the fear of YHWH.    
 

There are two very clear prohibitions given to the Kohathites in these passages.  The Kohathites 

are forbidden to either see or touch the uncovered sacred objects.  Covering the Ark, the Table, 
the Golden Altar, the Menorah, and the Brazen Altar is the work of the cohanim.  Once the 

objects are properly covered, they may be carried by the Kohathites.  By performing their 
specific duty, the cohanim are uniquely charged with the responsibility of keeping the 

Kohathites alive. 
 

Cut ye not off the tribe of the families of the Kohathites from among the Levites:  

19but thus do unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they approach unto 
the most holy things:  Aaron and his sons shall go in, and appoint them every one 
to his service and to his burden. (Numbers 4:18-19 KJV) 
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From Numbers 4:5-14 all that we read is the responsibility of the cohanim, not the Kohathites.  

Here we should understand the unity of the people of Israel – how each camp is dependent 

upon the other for its survival.  Every part must perform its function if the body is to live and 
be healthy.  When any one part of the body fails, the whole body suffers.  If the cohanim were to 

fail to do their duty properly, the Kohathites could be cut off.  If the children of Israel were to 

fail to do their part, the Ark of the Covenant could be captured by the enemy, as eventually 

happened in the days of Eli and Samuel.   

 

While speaking about the imminent threat of death associated with violating YHWH’S protocol, 

I feel I need to address an errant teaching which is circulating among a portion of the body of 
Messiah.  There are some who teach that the Ark of the Covenant and even the Tabernacle 

itself, because of certain chemical reactions between the gold and the wood, generated 

electrical charges that were fatal unless one was wearing the proper priestly (grounding) attire.  

All of this is pure bunk.  There were thousands of objects created with the same materials, and 

none of them generated electricity.  The threat of death came not from some strange science 
but from YHWH Himself.  To teach that the Tabernacle was a giant electric generator or 

transformer or that the Ark of the Covenant was a powerful battery is to deny the sovereignty of 

YHWH!  If you violate YHWH’S laws, ordinances, statutes, judgments, distinctions, and 

commandments after having promised to keep them, YHWH, as the Sovereign of the universe, 

has the right to exact justice upon you.  There is nothing inherently dangerous about any of 

the sacred objects.  These objects were built by men, handled by men, and placed in the 
sanctuary prior to the consecration of the Tabernacle and its furnishings.  It is YHWH who 

sanctifies them by His will and His Word.  It is YHWH who has commanded that we follow the 

protocol.  It is YHWH who enforces His covenant as He deems necessary, righteous, and just.   

 

Let us note that the sanctity of each object being covered is, in some sense, color-coded for the 
Kohathites.  Before we go any further on this topic, let me first clarify the meaning of the 
Hebrew word tachash (tav, chet, shin), which describes one of the layers of covering applied to 

the sacred objects.  This word first appears in the commandment to create a covering for the 

Tabernacle. 

 
And rams’ skins dyed red, and (tachash) badgers’ skins, and shittim wood. 
(Exodus 25:5 KJV)  
 
And thou shalt make a covering for the tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and a 
covering above of (tachash) badgers’ skins. (Exodus 26:14 KJV) 

 

While the Authorized Version prefers to translate the word as “badgers’ skins,” most scholars 
seem to disagree.  Even among the scholars and lexicographers, there is a lot of debate about 

this word and its meaning.  

 

Ernest Klein writes: 

 
Tachash (tav, chet, shin) m.n. dolphin(?).  [A word of uncertain etymology and 
meaning.  Several scholars see in it a loan word from Egypt.  Ths (=to extend skin 
or leather); others connect it with Arab.  Tuhas, duhs, dahs (=dolphin); still others 
compare it with Akka. Tacshu (=sheepskin).]5 

 

Ronald F. Youngblood writes: 
 

                                                           
5
 A Comprehensive Etymological Dictionary of the Hebrew Language for Readers of English, Ernest Klein, 

MacMillan Publishers, Pg. 699 



Y2 P100 6009 Bemidbar 4:1-33 

 

19 
 

2503 tachash, badger. (ASV “seal” marg. Porpoise; RSV “leather” in Ezk 16:10, 

elsewhere “goat”) 
 
Except in Num 4:25 and Ezk 16:10, the word is always governed by or(ot) 
“skin(s)” and is, therefore, doubtless the name of an animal.  In Ezk. 16:10 it 
refers to the leather in a woman’s sandals; its thirteen other occurrences (in Ex 25-
39 and Num 4) all refer to the skins used in covering the tabernacle and its 
accessories.  Since the badger is rarely, if ever, seen in Sinai, and since Arabic 
tuchas, “dolphin,” seems to be cognate to Hebrew tachas, most recent 
commentators translate the Hebrew word as “dolphin, porpoise, dugong” or the 
like (RSV “goat,” although not impossible, lacks cognate language support, as 
does KJV “badger”).  The bottle-nosed dolphin (tursiops truncates) is found in the 
eastern Mediterranean, while the dugong (dugong dugong) is plentiful in the Red 
Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba; the skin of the latter is still used by Bedouin to make 
sandals (see Fauna and Flora of the Bible, United Bible Societies, p. 22).  If (as 
seems likely) the tachash was the outermost protective covering of the tabernacle 
(see especially Num 4:25), the skin of a marine animal like the dolphin or dugong 
would have been eminently suitable, both for its toughness and for its 
waterproofing properties.6   

 
James Strong defines tachash as “badger skin.” 

 
8476 tachash prob. of foreign derivative, a (clean) animal with fur, prob. a species 
of antelope – badger {14x}7 

 
Professor Marcus Jastrow writes: 

 
Tachash, an animal the hide of which was used to cover the Tabernacle…the 

tachash of the Mosaic days was a creature of its own kind, and the scholars could 
not decide whether it belonged to the class of b’hemah (domestic animals) or of 
chayah (beasts)…8 

 
Personally, I agree with Nahum M. Sarna that the word tachash is describing a color, not an 

animal. 
 

Hebrew Techashim (sing. Tachash), with one exception, always refers to the 
coverings of the tabernacle.  Its exact meaning is uncertain.  In rabbinic times the 
tachash was invested with mythical association and identified with the unicorn.  
Because of the similarity with Arabic tuchas, duhs, which denote both the dolphin 
and the dugong found in the Red Sea, modern scholars have variously identified 
the biblical creature with one or the other.  A suggestion to equate the term with 
Akkadian dusu (=tahsia), the name of a precious stone of either yellow or orange 

color, seems more plausible since that word is also used to describe leather that is 
dyed and tanned the color of the stone.  Significantly, only the hides of goats (and 
sheep) were so treated.9  

                                                           
6
 Theological Wordbook of the Old TestamentΣ tŀǳƭ wΦ DƛƭŎƘǊƛǎǘΣ ά.ŀŘƎŜǊΣέ wƻƴŀƭŘ CΦ ¸ƻǳƴƎōƭƻƻŘΣ aƻƻŘȅ .ƛōƭŜ 

Institute, Pg. 967 
7
 ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ {ǘǊƻƴƎΩǎ 9Ȅpanded Dictionary of Bible Words, James Strong, LL.D., S.T.D., Thomas Nelson Publishers, Pg. 

886 
8
 A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli and Yerushalmi, and the Midrashic Literature, Compiled by 

Marcus Jastrow, Ph.D. Litt. D., The Judaica Press, Inc., Pg. 1662 
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Given the context of the first appearance of the word, it seems most logical that it is describing 

a color rather than a species of animal.  The passage can be translated from the Hebrew in the 
following manner: 

 
And skins of rams’ red (adamim), and skins yellow-orange (tachashim), and 
shittim wood… (Exodus 25:5 KJV)  

 

Given this understanding, let us now look at the color-coding system in place for the various 
objects of the sanctuary. 

 

 

THE ARKñ(Most Holy)  
1. Covered by the veil (parochet) of techelet,10 tola’at shani,11 argaman,12 and gold 

2. Covered by tachash  
3. Covered by a covering of pure techelet 

 

THE TABLE  
1. Covered by a cloth of techelet, then the dishes, covers, and bread 

2. Covered by a cloth of tola’at shani 
3. Covered by tachash 

 

THE MENORAH 
1. Covered by a cloth of techelet and hung from a bar 

2. Covered by tachash 

 

THE GOLDEN ALTAR 
1. Covered in a cloth of techelet 

2. Covered in tachash 

 
THE BRAZEN ALTAR 

1. Covered in a cloth of argaman; all the implements are placed on top 

2. Covered in tachash 

 

 

Here we witness that all the objects but the Ark of the Covenant have the yellow-orange outer 
covering.  Only the Ark has a pure blue covering over the leather covering.  We should also note 

that only the Ark of the Covenant and the Table of Showbread have three coverings.  It is 

interesting to note that only the Ark of the Covenant has all the divine colors, including the 

cherubim, covering it.  It is also interesting to note that the Bread of Presence, which 

symbolizes the Messiah as the Bread of Life, is covered in scarlet, a symbol of blood.  There are 

no instructions given concerning the laver.  It may not be considered a sacred object but 
merely a matter of practicality. 

 
Only once these coverings are put in place by the cohanim can the Kohathites remove the 

furnishings of the Tabernacle from their sacred place.  Once these sacred objects are removed, 

the Gershonites take down the other curtains and coverings exposing the framework of the 

Tabernacle, which would be disassembled by the Merarites.  All this work is to be done under 
the watchful eyes and careful direction of Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron.  None of the 

                                                           
10

 Blue 
11

 Scarlet 
12

 Purple 
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Levites are free to work on their own.  Eleazar is likewise given the special responsibility for the 

incense, oil, and offerings that are to be transported with the Tabernacle. 

 
And to the office of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest pertaineth the oil for the 
light, and the sweet incense, and the daily meat offering, and the anointing oil, 
and the oversight of all the tabernacle, and of all that therein is, in the sanctuary, 
and in the vessels thereof. (Numbers 4:16 KJV)  

 

This does not mean that Eleazar must carry all these objects himself, only that he is 
responsible to assure their safe passage. 

 

Before concluding, I would like to address two further details concerning the command to take 

this census.  Let us recall that the very language of the command to count the children of 

Israel in Numbers chapter 1 contained within it the revelation of the purpose of the children of 
Israel. 

 
Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, after their 
families, by the house of their fathers, with the number of their names, every male 
by their polls. (Numbers 1:2 KJV)  

 
Literally, the verse reads as follows: 

 
Lift up ALEPH TAV head of the congregation of the sons of Israel according to 
family, fathers’ house, in number, name, all male by skull. 

 

In the first portion of the book of Bemidbar we discussed the fact that Messiah Yeshua 
identified himself as the Aleph Tav. 

 
I am ALEPH and TAV, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and 
which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. (Revelation 1:8 KJV)  

 
Saying, I am ALEPH and TAV, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in 
a book, and send it unto the seven assemblies which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, 
and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and 
unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. (Revelation 1:11 KJV)  
 
And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead.  And he laid his right hand upon 
me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last. (Revelation 1:17 KJV)  
 
And unto the messenger of the assembly in Smyrna write; These things saith the 
first and the last, which was dead, and is alive. (Revelation 2:8 KJV)  
 
And he said unto me, It is done.  I am ALEPH and TAV, the beginning and the end.  
I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
(Revelation 21:6 KJV)  
 
I am ALEPH and TAV, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 
(Revelation 22:13 KJV) 

 

We likewise observed that Yeshua is the head of all the body or congregation of Israel. 

 
And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things 
to the assembly. (Ephesians 1:22 KJV)  
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But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the 

head, even Messiah. (Ephesians 4:15 KJV)  
 
And he is the head of the body, the assembly: who is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. (Colossians 1:18 
KJV)  

 

In our portion we once again observe very similar language. 

 
Take the sum of the sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their 
families, by the house of their fathers. (Numbers 4:2 KJV)  
 
Take also the sum of the sons of Gershon, throughout the houses of their fathers, 
by their families. (Numbers 4:22 KJV) 

 

Let us note once more that the literal translation would read: 

 
Lift up ALEPH TAV the head of the sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, 
after their families, by the house of their fathers. (Numbers 4:2 KJV)  
 
Lift up ALEPH TAV the head of Gershon, throughout the houses of their fathers, 
by their families. (Numbers 4:22 KJV) 

 

If we understand the meaning of the names of each of the sons, the message becomes very 
powerful.  Let us also substitute the title Messiah for the ALEPH TAV. 

 
Lift up Messiah the head of the sons of “assembly” from among the sons of Levi, 
after their families, by the house of their fathers. (Numbers 4:2 KJV)  

 
Lift up Messiah the head of “exiled,” throughout the houses of their fathers, by 
their families. (Numbers 4:22 KJV) 
 

First, let us recall that Messiah Yeshua declared himself to be the living Temple of YHWH. 
 

Yeshua answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.  20Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in 
building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?  21But he spake of the temple of 
his body. (John 2:19-21 KJV) 

 
Since the Tabernacle of wood, wool, linen, leather, brass, silver, and gold is a shadow picture of 

Messiah, the living Tabernacle, we should understand that when the Levites pick up the 

Tabernacle to move it, they are literally lifting up the Messiah (or at least the shadow picture of 

him).   

 
Second, we should note that Messiah is the head of “the assembled” and “the exiled.”  Here we 

see a powerful proclamation.  It does not matter if we are in the land assembled as one body 

working together in unity or we are scattered to the four corners of the earth as many 

disjointed body parts, Messiah Yeshua is still the head of the body.  Thus, even now, while 

many of us are living in exile, Yeshua is still the head of the body.  For those of us living 

outside the land of Israel and for those living in the land but under a secular government, this 
proclamation should be encouraging.  

 

Finally, let us note that we did not include Merari, the third family, in this teaching.  This is so 

because the language used is different when it comes to the command to count the Merarites.  
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We should note that twice the Torah says that YHWH speaks to Moses (once together with 

Aaron) and commands him to count the Levites. 

 
And YHWH spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 2Take the sum of the sons 
of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their families, by the house of their 
fathers. (Numbers 4:1-2 KJV)  
 
And YHWH spake unto Moses, saying, 22Take also the sum of the sons of 
Gershon, throughout the houses of their fathers, by their families. (Numbers 4:21-
22 KJV) 

 

But when it comes to the family of Merari, we read: 

 
As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt number them after their families, by the 
house of their fathers. (Numbers 4:29 KJV) 

 

Note that there is no mention of YHWH speaking to Moses.  More importantly, there is no 

mention of lifting up Messiah, the head of Merari.  Instead, the command is given to simply 

count the children of Merari.  Once more, the explanation is found in the meaning of the name 

Merari, or “bitterness.”  I would suggest that the message to be gleaned from this fact is that 
while Messiah may be lifted up (exalted) by “those assembled” (Kohath) and even by “those in 

exile” (Gershon), he is not lifted up by those who are bitter (Merari).   

 

Let us recall the words of Yeshua and Shaul concerning offense and bitterness. 

 
And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. (Matthew 11:6 KJV) 
 
And they were offended in him.  But Yeshua said unto them, A prophet is not 

without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house. (Matthew 13:57 
KJV)  

 
And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate 
one another. (Matthew 24:10 KJV)  
 
Then saith Yeshua unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: 
for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be 
scattered abroad. (Matthew 26:31 KJV)  
 
And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. (Luke 7:23 KJV)  
 
As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11there is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after Elohim.  12They are all gone out of 
the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one.  13Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used 
deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 14whose mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness. (Romans 3:10-14 KJV)  
 
Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put 
away from you, with all malice. (Ephesians 4:31 KJV) 
 
Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of Elohim; lest any root of 
bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled. (Hebrews 12:15 
KJV)  
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Offenses can and often do breed bitterness, malice, and hatred.  None of these belong to the 

image of YHWH or the body of Messiah.  If one is harboring a root of bitterness within his 

heart, he cannot genuinely lift up Messiah, the head of the body, before the eyes of the nation.  
We would do well to put away bitterness from us and, instead, lift up the crucified Messiah for 

the world to see. 

 
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up. (John 3:14 KJV)  
 
Then said Yeshua unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall 
ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath 
taught me, I speak these things. (John 8:28 KJV)  
 
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. (John 12:32 KJV) 
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