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THE OVERVIEW 
 
Our portion this week brings Noah, his family, and all the survivors of the flood to rest on the peak of 
Mount Ararat.  With this gentle landing, the question, ñHow long, O YHWH?ò is answered.  The reality of 
the Creatorôs sovereignty has been made clear.  Now that the period of probation and purging is over, the 
process of restoring and renewing creation begins.  There is much for us to learn from the story of the 
flood concerning the sovereignty and character of the Creator.   
 
 
THE OUTLINE 
 

 Genesis 8:1      The Creator remembers Noah and all living things 

 Genesis 8:2-3      The waters are restrained 

 Genesis 8:4      The ark rests 

 Genesis 8:5      The mountaintops are revealed 

 Genesis 8:6-9           The release of the raven and dove 

 Genesis 8:10-11       The second release of the dove 

 Genesis 8:12     The third release of the dove 

 Genesis 8:13-14       Noah removes the covering and beholds dry ground 
 

 
SUGGESTED STUDY QUESTIONS  
 

1. What similarities to the creation narrative are evident in this passage? 
2. What is the meaning of the water? 
3. Was the flood a blessing or a curse? 
4. Why is the name ñElohimò used exclusively in this narrative? 
5. Why is there no mention of Shem, Ham, and Japheth? 

 
THE TEXT Genesis 8:1-14 
 
Genesis 8:1 ¶ And Elohim remembered Noah, 
and every living thing, and all the cattle that was 
with him in the ark: and Elohim made a wind to 
pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged;

 2
 

The fountains also of the deep and the windows 
of heaven were stopped, and the rain from 
heaven was restrained;

 3
 And the waters 

returned from off the earth continually: and after 
the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters 
were abated.

 4
 And the ark rested in the seventh 

month, on the seventeenth day of the month, 
upon the mountains of Ararat.

 5
 And the waters 

decreased continually until the tenth month: in 
the tenth month, on the first day of the month, 
were the tops of the mountains seen.

 6
 ¶ And it 

came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah 
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opened the window of the ark which he had 
made:

 7
 And he sent forth a raven, which went 

forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up 
from off the earth.

 8
 Also he sent forth a dove 

from him, to see if the waters were abated from 
off the face of the ground;

 9
 But the dove found 

no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned 
unto him into the ark, for the waters were on the 
face of the whole earth: then he put forth his 
hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him 
into the ark.

 10
 And he stayed yet other seven 

days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the 
ark;

 11
 And the dove came in to him in the 

evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf 
pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were 
abated from off the earth.

 12
 And he stayed yet 

other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which 
returned not again unto him any more.

 13
 ¶ And it 

came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, 
in the first month, the first day of the month, the 
waters were dried up from off the earth: and 
Noah removed the covering of the ark, and 
looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was 
dry.

 14
 And in the second month, on the seven 

and twentieth day of the month, was the earth 
dried. 
 
 
FACTS AND FIGURES 
 

 2948 BCE  The birth of Noah 

 2468 BCE The proclamation of the flood (Genesis 6:17) 

 2348 BCE 2
nd

 Month 10
th
 Day ï the week of extended grace begins (Genesis 7:4) 

 2348 BCE 2
nd

 Month 17
th
 Day ï in the six hundredth year of Noah's life, the 40 days and 

                                40 nights of rain begin (Genesis 7:11)                                                                                                                                                                       

 2348 BCE 3
rd

 Month 26
th
 Day ï the rains stop  

 2348 BCE 7
th
 Month 17

th
 Day (150 days after the rains stopped) ï the ark rests on Mt. 

                                Ararat 

 2348 BCE 10
th
 Month 1

st
 Day ï mountain peaks are seen 

 2348 BCE 11
th
 Month 11

th
 Day ï Noah releases a raven and a dove 

 2348 BCE  11
th
 Month 18

th
 Day ï Noah releases a dove a second time, and it returns with an 

                                olive leaf 

 2348 BCE 11
th
 Month 25

th
 Day ï Noah releases a dove and it fails to return 

 

 2347 BCE 1
st
 Month 1

st
 Day (36 days after the third release of the dove) ï Noah removes  

the covering from the ark 

 2347BCE 2
nd

 Month 27
th
 Day (373 days after entering the ark) ï Noah leaves the ark 

 
The dimensions of the ark vary depending upon the measure of the cubit used.  A cubit was measured 
from the tip of the elbow to the tip of the fingers.  The common cubit was roughly 18 inches in length.  The 
royal cubit was understood to be 20 to 25 inches in length.  We will use the common cubit for a 
conservative estimate of the dimensions of the ark. 
 

 Length of the ark   300 cubits 450 feet 

 Width of the ark      50 cubits   75 feet 
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 Height of the ark             30 cubits             45 feet 

 There were 3 floors        33,750 square feet of floor space per floor 

 Total floor space                101,250 square feet 

 Total space                      1,518,750 cubic feet 

 Displacement          20,000 tons 

 Gross tonnage                    14,000 tons 

 Carrying capacity    522 standard railroad cars (each car holding 240 sheep).  Only 
188 cars would be needed to hold 45,000 sheep-sized animals, leaving three trains of 
104 cars each for food, Noahôs family, and ñrangeò for the animals.

1
  We should realize 

that there was no age requirement for the animals, and for practical reasons Noah 
probably took less than full-grown animals onto the ark.  We should also realize that 
Noah did not need to bring two of every breed of dog, simply two dogs.   

 
We may want to compare the ark to an average cargo ship and the Titanic for a comparison of 
dimensions. 
 

                         Cargo      Ark  Titanic   

 Length   234 feet 450 feet 882 feet  

 Width     41 feet   75 feet   92 feet  

 Height     22 feet   45 feet   64 feet 
 
Unlike a cargo or cruise ship, the ark had no need for engines or sails.  Since it only needed to float, not 
cut through the water, the ark would have simply been box-shaped. 
 
Notwithstanding the incredible size of the ark, I cannot imagine what it must have been like for Noah and 
his family during the 373 days they were confined inside.  For 120 years Noah labored with his sons and 
family to build the ark, at the same time preaching righteousness to the doomed and corrupted world 
around him.

2
  How difficult it must have been to see so many people and animals locked outside the ark 

as the rains began to fall!  I cannot help but recall the various teachings of Yeshua concerning the end 
times. 
 

Matthew 24:37-39 But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be.

  38
For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark,
 39

and knew 
not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be. 

 

Matthew 25:1-12 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which 
took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.

  2
And five of them were wise, 

and five were foolish. 
 3

They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:
 

4
but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

  5
While the bridegroom tarried, they 

all slumbered and slept.
  6

And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to meet him.

  7
Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 

 

8
And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.

  9
But 

the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye 
rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.

  10
And while they went to buy, the 

bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the 
door was shut.

  11
Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.

  

12
But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 

 
How frightening it must have been as the ark began to creak and groan as the waters lifted it from the 
earth!  How unsettling to hear the screams and cries of men and animals alike as the high ground 

                                                           
1
 Ryrie Study Bible Expanded Edition, King James Version, Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Th.D., Ph.D., Moody Press, Pg. 13 

2
 2 Peter 2:5 
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disappeared beneath 22 feet of water!  How eerie it must have been once the waters and screams 
ceased, and the only sounds of life heard were those inside the ark!  This is where our portion begins ï in 
the quiet at the end of the deluge.  We may indeed imagine Noah pondering in his heart: 
 

Lamentations 5:20 Wherefore dost Thou forget us for ever, and forsake us so long 
time? 
 

Psalm 10:12 Arise, O YHWH; O Elohim, lift up Thine hand: forget not the humble. 
 
Psalm 13:1  How long wilt Thou forget me, O YHWH?  For ever?  How long wilt Thou 
hide Thy face from me? 

 
After the rain stopped and the purging of the earth was complete, our portion begins with words of 
assurance and comfort. 
 

Genesis 8:1 And Elohim remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle 
that was with him in the ark: and Elohim made a wind to pass over the earth, and the 
waters asswaged. 

 
The statement ñAnd Elohim remembered Noahò may at first give the impression that being so occupied 
with flooding the world, the Infinite One had turned His attention from the ark and for a time had forgotten 
Noah and its other inhabitants.  After so many days on the ark, Noah and his family may have felt that the 
Creator had indeed forgotten them.  Now that the waters had begun to recede, it may have appeared to 
Noah that the Creator suddenly remembered him.  While we may be tempted to understand this phrase in 
such a manner, we should note that there was no direct communication between Noah and the Creator to 
indicate any change in the mind or memory of the Holy One.  The idea that the Creator forgot Noah and 
then suddenly remembered him is not very comforting or endearing, nor is such a notion consistent with 
the character of the Creator.  Part of the challenge of understanding this expression is due to the English 
translation.   
 
The English word ñrememberò implies putting something together again ï RE-MEMBER.  ñTo rememberò 
is to bring back to mind something that was once in the mind but was temporarily lost or forgotten.  By 
definition, ñto rememberò implies a period of forgetting or absence from the mind.  This is not the case in 
the Hebrew.  The Hebrew word translated as ñrememberedò is the word zachar (zayin, khaf, resh).  Once 
again, the ancient Hebrew gives us incredible understanding concerning the meaning of this word.  The 
ideograph or word picture of the letter zayin is the picture of a plow, a weapon, or a tool.  The ideograph 
of the letter khaf is the picture of an open hand.  The ideograph of the letter resh is the picture of a manôs 
head.  The Hebrew word khar (khaf, resh) means ñbowlò or ñhollow.ò  Let us look at the word pictures to 
understand this word.  The khaf is an open hand, while the resh is a man.  Together, these images 
convey the idea of the palm or hollow of a manôs hand ï thus, a bowl.  It is easy to see how these two 
ideographs convey this message.  For the word zachar, we need simply to add the other ideograph.  The 
letter zayin, which is the picture of a plow, conveys the idea of furrowing or inscribing the land.  When we 
add this picture to the previous one, we see that zachar means ñto inscribe or plow onto the palm of the 
hand.ò  I would support this concept with two very important texts. 
 

Isaiah 49:16 Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands; thy walls are 
continually before Me. 
       
Exodus 19:5 Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then 
ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine. 

 
In the first text above it is clear that there is no thought of forgetfulness in this action.  Many of us have 
written or inscribed phone numbers, messages, and possibly even answers to test questions upon the 
palms of our hands to help us remember.  To engrave something on the palm of the hand is to assure 
that it will not soon be forgotten.  So it is with Noah.  The Creator had inscribed Noah and all the 
inhabitants of the ark upon the palm of His hand so that they would NOT be forgotten.   
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The second reference above may not be as obvious a support to the concept of zachar as defined above, 
but is quite applicable.  In the calling to the children of Israel to keep the covenant, YHWH invited them to 
become a ñpeculiar treasureò unto Him.  The Hebrew word segulah (samech, gimmel, lamed, hey) is the 
word that describes a treasure so valuable and cherished that the king will not entrust it to anyone but 
himself.  Segulah is the treasure that the king keeps protected in the palm of his own hand.  This is how 
Yeshua describes those who heed his voice and keep his commandments. 
 

John 10:28-29 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand.

  29
My Father, which gave them me, is greater than 

all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 
 
Noah is not the only one that YHWH remembered in such a way. 
 

Genesis 9:15-16 And I will remember My covenant, which is between Me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy 
all flesh.

  16
And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember 

the everlasting covenant between Elohim and every living creature of all flesh that is 
upon the earth. 
 
Genesis 19:29 And it came to pass, when Elohim destroyed the cities of the plain, that 
Elohim remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He 
overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt. 
 
Genesis 30:22 And Elohim remembered Rachel, and Elohim hearkened to her, and 
opened her womb. 
 
Exodus 2:24 And Elohim heard their groaning, and Elohim remembered His covenant 
with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 
 

Exodus 6:5 And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the 
Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered My covenant. 
 

Leviticus 26:42 Then will I remember My covenant with Jacob, and also My covenant 
with Isaac, and also My covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the 
land. 
 

Leviticus 26:45 But I will for their sakes remember the covenant of their ancestors, 
whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the heathen, that I might be 
their Elohim: I am YHWH. 

 
What comfort we should receive in knowing that YHWH has inscribed us on the very palm of His hand 
and will never forget us! 
 

Isaiah 49:15 Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have 
compassion on the son of her womb?  Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 

 
We should, therefore, not understand our portion as beginning with the Creator slapping His forehead 
after suddenly remembering that He had left Noah and his family floating needlessly upon the waters of 
the flood for a year.  Instead, our portion begins with the wonderful declaration that the Creator so loved 
and cherished Noah and all the living upon the ark that He had inscribed them upon the palm of His hand 
and sheltered them through the storm.  Now that the flood had past, the Holy One gently sat them down 
upon the dry, emerging land.   
 
While there are many followers of Yeshua who have been taught that they will be ñrapturedò off the earth 
prior to the great tribulation, this is completely contrary to the testimony of the Scriptures.  We should 
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remember that before the flood, YHWH declared to Noah what He was going to do.  Likewise, YHWH 
gave Noah provision for the coming storm.  Just before the rain began to fall, YHWH issued His invitation 
to Noah and his family to ñcomeò into the ark.   
 

Genesis 7:1 And YHWH said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for 
thee have I seen righteous before Me in this generation. 

 
YHWH did not tell Noah and his family to ñgoò into the ark, but to ñcome,ò implying that the Holy One was 
already in the ark prior to Noah and his family.  The testimony of the Scriptures is clear; the Creator will 
be with us in times of trouble, will shield us from trouble, and will ultimately deliver us out of trouble. 
 

Psalm 22:4 Our fathers trusted in Thee: they trusted, and Thou didst deliver them. 
 
Psalm 31:15 My times are in Thy hand: deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, and 
from them that persecute me. 
 

Psalm 33:18-20 Behold, the eye of YHWH is upon them that fear Him, upon them that 
hope in His mercy;

 19
to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine.

  

20
Our soul waiteth for YHWH: He is our help and our shield. 

 

Psalm 37:39 But the salvation of the righteous is of YHWH: He is their strength in the 
time of trouble. 
 

Psalm 41:1 Blessed is he that considereth the poor: YHWH will deliver him in time of 
trouble. 
 

Psalm 50:15 And call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify Me. 
 

Psalm 72:12 For He shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that 
hath no helper. 
 

Psalm 91:14-15 Because he hath set his love upon Me, therefore will I deliver him: I will 
set him on high, because he hath known My name.

  15
He shall call upon Me, and I will 

answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. 
  
We should receive great comfort in knowing that YHWH will be with us, protect us, and deliver us.  We 
may find peace and comfort for our troubled souls knowing that we are resting in the palm of the Creatorôs 
hand.  
 
Before we move on from the flood, we should first understand the significance of the powerful symbol of 
water.  Many of the rabbis teach that there are four levels of Torah study:  
 

1. The Pôshat level, which is reading the Torah at face value. 
2. The Remez level, which is looking for meaning behind the face value of the words. 
3. The Drash level, which is reading for the sake of application. 
4. The Sod level, which is a mystical reading of the Torah. 

 
The acronym created from the first letters of these four words is PaRDeS, which is the Hebrew word for 
ñorchard.ò

3
  In many ways, Torah study can be compared to a tree.  The Pôshat level can be compared to 

looking at the leaves of the tree.  The Remez level is like looking beyond the leaves to see the branches 
and meanings behind the leaves.  The Drash level is where the tree comes down to earth in practical 

                                                           
3
 {ƻƴƎ ƻŦ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ пΥмо ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƴŀŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƻǊŎƘŀǊŘέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎΦ 
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application.  The Sod level may be compared to the roots that feed the tree beneath the surface, 
representing the spiritual feeding we gain from the prayerful study of Torah.   
 
I must warn, however, that there are many who claim to have Sod-level revelations that completely 
contradict the clear Pôshat meaning of the text.  This should never be!  If one gains deep revelation 
concerning a particular text, the roots should never contradict the plain meaning of the text; on the 
contrary, they should only deepen its relevance and broaden its application.  If one claims to have Sod-
level revelation inconsistent with or in opposition to the plain meaning of the text, he is barking up the 
wrong tree! 
 
We should also be clear to understand that the Pôshat reading of a text does not imply a ñliteralò 
understanding of the Scriptures.  The Pôshat reading includes such things as parable, allegory, and 
metaphor.  We must exercise discernment when reading the Scriptures to note these distinctions.  
 
In the story of the flood, water plays a significant part in the narrative; but water also has an allegorical 
use in the Scriptures.  There are numerous references to water in the Tanach which are used allegorically 
to represent voices, nations, and even the Word of Elohim. 
 

Psalm 18:16 He sent from above, He took me, He drew me out of many waters. 
 
Psalm 93:4 YHWH on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the 
mighty waves of the sea. 
 
Psalm 144:7 Send Thine hand from above; rid me, and deliver me out of great waters, 
from the hand of strange children. 
 
Isaiah 17:12-13 Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a noise like the noise 
of the seas; and to the rushing of nations, that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty 
waters! 

 13
The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but Elohim shall rebuke 

them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains before 
the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind. 
 
Jeremiah 2:13 For My people have committed two evils; they have forsaken Me the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water. 
 
Jeremiah 10:13 When He uttereth His voice, there is a multitude of waters in the 
heavens, and He causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; He maketh 
lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of His treasures. 
 
Jeremiah 17:13 O YHWH, the hope of Israel, all that forsake Thee shall be ashamed, 
and they that depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken 
YHWH, the fountain of living waters. 
 

Ezekiel 43:2 And, behold, the glory of the Elohim of Israel came from the way of the east: 
and His voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with His glory. 
            
Revelation 14:2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as 
the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps. 
 
Revelation 17:1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and 
talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the 
great whore that sitteth upon many waters. 
 

Revelation 17:15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore 
sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 
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Revelation 19:6 And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of 
many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for YHWH Elohim 
omnipotent reigneth. 
 

Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of YHWH, as 
the waters cover the sea. 
 

Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, even as Messiah also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it;

 26
that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water 

by the word,
 27

that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
   
John 4:10-14 Yeshua answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of Elohim, 
and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and 
he would have given thee living water.

  11
The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast 

nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water?
  

12
Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof 

himself, and his children, and his cattle?
  13

Yeshua answered and said unto her, 
Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:

 14
but whosoever drinketh of the water 

that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into everlasting life. 
 
John 7:38 He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water. 
 

Proverbs 18:4 The words of a man's mouth are as deep waters, and the wellspring of 
wisdom as a flowing brook. 
 
Proverbs 25:25 As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. 
 
Isaiah 55:1-3 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without 
price. 

 2
Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread?  And your labour for 

that which satisfieth not?  Hearken diligently unto Me, and eat ye that which is good, and 
let your soul delight itself in fatness.

  3
Incline your ear, and come unto Me: hear, and your 

soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of 
David. 

 
In these texts water is used to describe voices, words, and nations.  Concerning the use of the word 
ñwaterò as referring to the nations, we may do well to recall that the nations were created by the confusion 
of languages at the tower of Babel.

4
  We may, therefore, limit our focus to the allegorical use of water as a 

symbol of voices or words.  We should take note that the symbol of water is used for both the voice or 
words of man and the voice or words of the Creator.  
 
Likewise, we should recall that the whole of creation was created by the words of the Creator.  According 
to the Torah, the whole of creation was once formless, in chaos, and covered with water.  The Creator 
gave order to creation by making divisions and distinctions.  One of the divisions made by the Creator 
was between the waters gathered above the firmament and those gathered below the firmament. 
 

Genesis 1:2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face 
of the deep.  And the Spirit of Elohim moved upon the face of the waters. 
 

                                                           
4
 Genesis 11:1-9 



Y1 P6 6008 Bereshit 8:1-14   
 

9 
 

Genesis 1:6-7 And Elohim said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and 
let it divide the waters from the waters.

  7
And Elohim made the firmament, and divided the 

waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: 
and it was so. 

 
We may see in this division between the waters above and the waters below a foreshadowing of the 
choice given to Adam and Chava in the Garden of Eden.  When Adam and Chava were in the garden, 
they were confronted with a choice between two trees.  The Tree of Life represents life lived by divine 
revelation, and the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil represents life lived by the mixture of divine 
revelation and knowledge gained through manôs own senses.  The Tree of Life had pure seed, while the 
Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil bore fruit of mixed seed.  In the parable of the sower, as recorded in 
the gospel of Luke, Yeshua declares that ñthe seed is the Word.ò 
 

Luke 8:11 Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of Elohim. 
 
What I am suggesting is that the upper waters represent the Word of the Creator, while the waters 
beneath the heavens represent the word of man.  Consistent with the two trees, the waters above the 
firmament represent the Tree of Life, while the waters below represent the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil.  We know that after the fall of Adam and Chava, the eyes of man were opened and the image of 
Elohim was distorted.  We also know that over time humanity became primarily sensually oriented, living 
in the lower nature.  It is this corruption of both the seed of man and the Word of Elohim that eventually 
led to the flood. 
 

Genesis 6:1-3 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, 
and daughters were born unto them,

 2
that the sons of Elohim saw the daughters of men 

that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.
  3

And YHWH said, 
My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an 
hundred and twenty years. 
 
Genesis 6:11-13 The earth also was corrupt before Elohim, and the earth was filled with 
violence.

  12
And Elohim looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh 

had corrupted his way upon the earth.
  13

And Elohim said unto Noah, The end of all flesh 
is come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will 
destroy them with the earth. 
 
Genesis 6:17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy 
all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the 
earth shall die. 

 
It is interesting to me that ñwaterò would be the means of the judgment upon creation.  We should note 
that it was mixing the Word of YHWH with the word of man that corrupted creation.  So it is that the flood 
was created by the mixing of the waters (Word) from above the firmament with the increasing waters 
(word) from below the firmament. 
 

Genesis 7:11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the 
seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep 
broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 

 
How appropriate it is that the corruption caused by the mixing of the Word of Elohim with the word of man 
would be judged and purged by the mixing of the waters above the earth with the waters below the earth.  
The judgment of the flood is clearly an example of the Creatorôs attribute of ñmeasure for measureò 
justice. 
 
While the flood is indeed a judgment upon the corruption of the Word and image of YHWH, we should not 
miss the fact that the justice of YHWH is indeed motivated by and tempered with mercy and love.  Thus, 
the Creator did not ultimately destroy all creation; He purged creation for its own sake.  So we witness in 
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our portion the Creator demonstrating His eternal desire to be manifest in and to commune with His 
creatures.  YHWH did not seek simply to destroy the earth, but to renew it.  This becomes evident in the 
ending of the deluge. 
 
Just as the Creator called creation out of chaos by rightly dividing the waters, so now creation is returned 
to formlessness by the very mixing of the waters.  Order, life, and the image of Elohim were made 
manifest only after the waters were rightly divided.  The mixing of the Word of YHWH with the word of 
man brought corruption, chaos, and destruction.  In our portion we are witnessing creation being restored.  
We should not miss the numerous allusions to the original creation narrative.  
 

Genesis 1:1-2 In the beginning Elohim created the heaven and the earth.
  2

And the earth 
was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.  And the Spirit

5
 

of Elohim moved upon the face of the waters. 
 

Genesis 8:1 And Elohim remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that 
was with him in the ark: and Elohim made a wind

6
 to pass over the earth, and the 

waters asswaged. 
 
In both of these stories we witness the Ruach moving over the flooded plain.  Clearly the Spirit that 
moved over the primordial waters, bringing forth order from chaos and life from nothing, is the same Spirit 
that now moves on the muddy waters of the flood.  We may note that it is the Spirit, wind, or breath of the 
Creator that divides the waters in our portion.  It was also the Spirit of the Creator that divided the waters 
at creation, and the Spirit or breath of YHWH that divided the waters of the Red Sea for the children of 
Israel. 
 

Exodus 15:8 And with the blast of Thy nostrils the waters were gathered together, the 
floods stood upright as an heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea. 
 

Psalm 18:15 Then the channels of waters were seen, and the foundations of the world 
were discovered at Thy rebuke, O YHWH, at the blast of the breath of Thy nostrils. 
 

2 Samuel 22:16 And the channels of the sea appeared, the foundations of the world 
were discovered, at the rebuking of YHWH, at the blast of the breath of His nostrils. 

 
I cannot help but think of Shaulôs admonition to Timothy: 
 

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto Elohim, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 
If water is indeed a symbol of the Word, then it is this same Spirit that gives life to the waters and the 
Word.

  

 

John 6:63 It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 

 
We should also take note of the name of the Creator used in this portion.  Since this portion is filled with 
evidence of the Creatorôs attributes of mercy, grace, and deliverance, we might expect to see the name 
YHWH used throughout this portion.  Surprisingly, however, our portion uses the name Elohim 
exclusively, which not only reflects its usage in the creation narrative, but also serves the same purpose 
of establishing the sovereignty of the Creator over the renewed creation.  We should note in our portion 
how the sovereignty of the Creator is again established.  While Noah could do many things in preparation 
for the flood and in response to the Word of Elohim, he could not cause the wind to blow, the rains to fall, 

                                                           
5
 ¢ƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ άǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘέ ƛǎ wǳŀŎƘΦ 

6
 The HŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ άǿƛƴŘέ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ruach. 
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or the fountains of the deep to explode.  Likewise, Noah is at the mercy of the Creator.  While Noah 
faithfully prepared for the world to come, he could not restrain the rain from falling or cause the springs to 
cease from flooding.  In our portion we witness the hand and will of the Creator restraining the rains and 
stopping the floods.  Just as quickly as the Creator brought on the flood, the Creator brings the flood to a 
stop.   
 

Genesis 8:2 The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, 
and the rain from heaven was restrained. 

 
The Scriptures give support to the truth of the Creatorôs power to tame the flood and to curb the sea. 
 

Job 26:10 He hath compassed the waters with bounds, until the day and night come to 
an end. 
 

Job 38:8 Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued out of 
the womb? 
 

Psalm 29:10 YHWH sitteth upon the flood; yea, YHWH sitteth King for ever. 
 

Psalm 33:7 He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: He layeth up the 
depth in storehouses. 
 

Psalm 74:15 Thou didst cleave the fountain and the flood: Thou driedst up mighty rivers. 
 

Proverbs 8:29 When He gave to the sea His decree, that the waters should not pass His 
commandment: when He appointed the foundations of the earth. 
 

Amos 9:6 It is He that buildeth His stories in the heaven, and hath founded His troop in 
the earth; He that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of 
the earth: YHWH is His name. 

 
With the stirring of the Spirit of the Creator we once again we see the dry land, the green plants, and the 
birds of the air appear as the renewed creation begins to emerge from the covering of the earth.   
 
Just as Elohim is the only name for the Creator used in this portion, Noah is the only name used for the 
inhabitants of the ark.  Early on in the narrative of the flood we were introduced to Noah and his sons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  While they all clearly survived the deluge, only Noahôs name is mentioned.  
This use of only two characters, Elohim and Noah, again brings us back to the creation narrative when 
only Elohim and Adam faced one another.  By the rescue of Noah and the other inhabitants of the ark, 
YHWH demonstrates His love for creation.  In the survival of this remnant, we should see hope for the 
world to come.   
 
Yeshua has warned us that in the end times it will be as it was in the days of Noah.  While we may be 
grieved that the world will once again become intolerably corrupt and that the image of YHWH will be 
desecrated and distorted by manôs religions, we may still have hope that in His love and mercy YHWH will 
indeed keep us securely in the palm of His hand until He safely delivers us to the new heaven and the 
new earth in the world to come. 
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