
 

HaÕazinu    ÒGive earÓ 
Devar im  32: 1-52 
 
 
 
After  declar ing to Moses that  he would die and that  the people of I srael would r ise up and 
inevit ably turn aside from  the covenant  and worship other elohim , YHWH com m ands Moses to 
wr ite a poem  or song to teach to the children of I srael. 
 

Deu t er o n o m y  3 1 :1 6 - 2 1  And YHWH said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt  sleep 
with thy fathers;  and this people will r ise up, and go a whor ing after  the elohim  of  
the st rangers of  the land, whither they go to be am ong them , and will forsake Me,  
and break My covenant  which I  have m ade with t hem .  17Then My anger shall be 
kindled against  them  in that  day, and I  will forsake them , and I  will hide My face 
from  them , and they shall be devoured, and m any evils and t roubles shall befall  
them ;  so that  they will say in t hat  day, Are not  these evils com e upon us, because 
our Elohim  is not  am ong us?  18And I  will surely hide My face in that  day for  all the 
evils which they shall have wrought , in that  they are turned unto other eloohim .  
19Now therefore wr it e ye this song for  you, and teach it  the children of I srael:  put  
it  in their  m ouths, that  this song m ay be a witness for  Me against  the children of  
I srael.  20For when I  shall have brought  them  in to the land which I  sware unto 
their  fathers,  that  f loweth with m ilk and honey;  and they shall have eaten and 
filled them selves, and waxen fat ;  then will they turn unto other elohim , and serve 
them , and provoke Me, and break My covenant .   21And it  shall com e to pass,  
when m any evils and t roubles are befallen them , that  this song shall t est ify  
against  them  as a witness;  for  it  shall not  be forgot ten out  of the m ouths of their  
seed.1 

 
The Torah goes on to t ell us that  Moses wrote down this poem  and taught  i t  t o the children of  
I srael t hat  very sam e day,  recit ing its words in the hear ing of the whole congregat ion.2  We 
should be careful to note that  the purpose of this song or  poem  is to be a witness on behalf of  
YHWH over and against  the children of I srael.  YHWH prophesies that  once I srael com es in to the 
prosper ity of the land the people will grow fat ,  com placent , self- directed, forget ful of their  
her it age and their  covenant , and begin to follow after  other elohim .  Since life and blessing is to 
be found in YHWH alone, the children of I srael will f ind them selves walking in  darkness and 
death.  I t  is then that  they will quest ion, m uch as we do today, ÒI f there is a God,  why does He 
let  all this evil happen?Ó  This poem  will be YHWHÕS vindicat ion and witness against  the children 
of I srael who walked away from  YHWHÕS blessings.  We should here rem em ber that  t ruth in  
accusat ions m ust  be suppor ted by two witnesses.  
 

Nu m b er s 3 5 :3 0  Whoso killeth any person, the m urderer shall be put  to death by  
the m outh of witnesses:  but  one witness shall not  test ify  against  any person to 
cause him  to die. 
 
Deu t er o n o m y  1 7 :6  At  the m outh of two witnesses, or  three witnesses, shall he 
that  is worthy of death be put  to death;  but  at  the m outh of one witness he shall 
not  be put  to death. 
 
Deu t er o n o m y  1 9 :1 5  One witness shall not  r ise up against  a m an for  any 
iniquity , or  for  any sin , in any sin that  he sinneth:  at  t he m outh of two witnesses,  
or  at  the m outh of three witnesses, shall the m at ter  be established. 
 
Mat t h ew  1 8 :1 5 - 1 6  Moreover if thy brother shall t respass against  thee, go and 
tell him  his fault  between thee and him  alone:  if he shall hear thee, thou hast  
gained thy brother .  But  if he will not  hear  thee, then take with  thee one or  two 



 

m ore,  that  in the m outh of two or  three w itnesses every word m ay be 
established.  
 
1 Tim o t h y  5 :1 9  Against  an elder receive not  an accusat ion, but  before two or  
three witnesses.  
 
Heb r ew s 1 0 :2 8  He that  despised MosesÕ law died without  m ercy under two or  
three witnesses.  

 
I t  should not  surpr ise us then to find that  YHWHÕS song begins with  an invocat ion to the heavens 
and the earth to be witnesses against  the children of I srael. 
 

Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :1  Give ear, O ye heavens, and I  will speak;  and hear, O earth ,  
the words of My m outh. 
 

Heaven and earth are of ten called upon as witnesses because of their  endur ing nature.   
 

Deu t er o n o m y  4 :2 6  I  call  heaven and ear th to witness against  you this day, that  
ye shall soon ut ter ly per ish from  off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to 
possess it . 
 
Deu t er o n o m y  3 0 :1 9 - 2 0  I  call heaven and earth  to record this day against  you,  
that  I  have set  before you life and death, blessing and cursing:  t herefore choose 
life, that  both thou and thy seed m ay live:  20t hat  thou m ayest  love YHWH thy  
Elohim , and that  thou m ayest  obey His voice, and that  thou m ayest  cleave unto 
Him . 
 
Deu t er o n o m y  3 1 :2 8  Gather unto m e all the elders of your t r ibes, and your  
officers, that  I  m ay speak these words in their  ears, and call heaven and earth to 
record against  them . 
 

The Torah also teaches that  the witnesses that  br ing an accusat ion against  another are to be the 
first  ones to raise their  hands against  the accused in carrying out  the sentencing. 
 

Deu t er o n o m y  1 7 :7  The hands of  the witnesses shall be first  upon him  to put  
him  to death, and af terward the hands of all the people. So thou shalt  put  the evil  
away from  am ong you. 
 

We m ay rem em ber t hat  in the Torah port ion Ki Tavo,3 Moses enum erates the curses that  will be 
exper ienced if the children of I srael abandon YHWH their  Elohim .  
 

Deu t er o n o m y  2 8 :2 3 - 2 4  And thy heaven that  is over thy head shall be brass,  
and the ear th that  is under thee shall be iron.  24YHWH shall m ake the rain of thy  
land powder and dust :  from  heaven shall it  com e down upon thee, unt il thou be 
destroyed. 
 

Since m an is dependant  upon the heavens and the ear th for  sustenance,  we realize that  these 
witnesses are m ore than just  passive observers.  Not  only do the heavens and the ear th observe 
us and witness against  us, but  they shall also raise their  hands against  us in  carrying out  the 
sentence of Elohim , the r ighteous judge.  
 
Before we go fur ther into the details and content  of this divine poem , I  want  to explain another  
way that  the words of this poem  serve the purpose of witnesses against  us.  The Hebrew 
language is a m ult i- dim ensional language.  All the let t ers of the Hebrew aleph- bet 4 have a 
num erical value that  m akes it  possible to understand the Torah in a m athem at ical sense.  Every  
let ter  of the Hebrew aleph- bet  is also an ideograph, or  picture, that  conveys part icular  concepts 



 

and covert  m eanings.  Within the Torah Scroll there are cer tain let ters t hat  are m ade larger or  
sm aller ;  there are broken let ters;  and there are ser ies of dots above let t ers.  All this m akes 
reading the Torah from  the scroll a very excit ing endeavor .   
 
TodayÕs port ion is a classic exam ple of losing things in t ranslat ion.  Our port ion today is one of  
the easiest  port ions to find in the Torah Scroll because of it s stunning visual presentat ion.  Let  
m e explain .  When songs are recorded in the Torah, there are generally two ways of wr it ing the 
words.  The first  is called br ick upon br ick.  I  am  going to use the words ÒLONGÓ and ÒSHORTÓ in  
hopes of being able to visually show you what  I  am  talking about . 
 
When one is building a wall with br icks, long and short  br icks are used.  One such pat tern of wall 
building would be sim ply to stack br ick upon br ick .   This pat tern would look som ething like this. 
 
LONG LONG LONG     SHORT 
LONG LONG LONG     SHORT 
LONG LONG LONG     SHORT 
LONG LONG LONG     SHORT 
 
I n this pat tern we see that  like br icks are stacked one on top of another .  I n songs or  poem s 
wr it t en this way in the Torah Scroll, there are several long words followed by a short  word.   
Every line of the song is exact ly the sam e.  The m ost  blatant  exam ple of this is in the book of  
Joshua.  The song of Joshua recounts the thir t y- one kings that  Joshua defeated.  The song is 
wr it t en in  br ick upon br ick fashion.  On one side of the colum n is the nam e of the king and his 
kingdom , followed by the word Òone.Ó  This sam e pat tern is repeated thir ty-one t im es. 
 
The king of Jer icho  one 
The king of Ai   one 
The king of Jerusalem   one 
 
And on it  goes. 
 
Another form  that  songs take is called br ick upon half br ick.  Once again we will use the words 
LONG and SHORT to help m ake this pat tern visible to you.   When building a wall it  is generally  
the pract ice to star t  a row with a half br ick in order to cause the rows of br ick to st raddle each 
other .  This way of building or  wr it ing looks like this:  
 
SHORT LONG SHORT LONG SHORT LONG 
LONG SHORT LONG SHORT LONG SHORT 
SHORT LONG SHORT LONG SHORT LONG 
LONG SHORT LONG SHORT LONG SHORT 
 
This m anner of building a wall is m uch st ronger t han the br ick upon br ick m ethod.  We should 
note that  when a song in the Torah is about  weakness and defeat , i t  is usually wr it t en in the 
weaker form  of br ick upon br ick.  When the song or poem  is about  victory and st rength, it  is 
usually wr it ten in the st ronger br ick upon half br ick pat tern.  The song of Moses5 is a classic 
exam ple of this st ronger pat tern.  You will have to see it  in the Hebrew, for  it  cannot  be easily  
t ranslated in to English.   
 
The poem  or song HaÕazinu, however , f it s neither  of these pat terns, but  follows it s own unique 
pat tern.  When one opens the Torah Scroll to HaÕazinu, there is no quest ion as to what  port ion it  
is.  HaÕazinu is wr it ten in two equal vert ical colum ns on either side of  the page;  thus the words of  
this poem  stand like twin towers on the scroll.  We should instant ly see that  these two colum ns 
of words m ay be seen as the two tablets of the covenant  that  Moses brought  down from  the 
m ountain.  
 



 

Ex od u s 3 2 :1 5 - 1 6  And Moses turned, and went  down from  the m ount , and the 
two tables of the test im ony were in his hand:  t he tables were wr it ten on both 
their  sides;  on the one side and on the other were they wr it t en.  16And the tables 
were the work of Elohim , and the wr it ing was the wr it ing of Elohim , graven upon 
the tables. 
 

These two colum ns of words should also rem ind us of the standing stones inscr ibed with the 
words of Torah that  are standing upon Mount  Ebal.  
 

Deu t er o n o m y  2 7 :1 - 4  And Moses with the elders of I srael com m anded the 
people, saying, Keep all the com m andm ents which I  com m and you this day.  2And 
it  shall be on the day when ye shall pass over Jordan unto the land which YHWH 
thy Elohim  giveth thee, that  thou shalt  set  thee up great  stones, and plaister  
them  with plaister :  3and thou shalt  wr ite upon them  all the words of this law,  
when thou ar t  passed over, that  thou m ayest  go in unto the land which YHWH thy  
Elohim  giveth thee, a land that  f loweth with m ilk  and honey;  as YHWH ELOHIM of  
thy fathers hath prom ised thee.  4Therefore it  shall be when ye be gone over  
Jordan, that  ye shall set  up these stones, which I  com m and you this day, in 
m ount  Ebal. 
 

We m ay also recall the two m ountains of Ebal and Ger izim  where the blessings and curses were 
declared to the children of I srael. 6  We should also recognize that  the song HaÕazinu contains 
both blessings and curses.  There is a subt le pat tern contained in these two colum ns of t ex t  that  
support s this connect ion between the m ountains of blessings and curses.  Each of the fir st  
fourteen lines of this song,  which speak of the num erous blessings of YHWH, begins in the r ight-
hand colum n ( rem em ber , Hebrew is read from  r ight  to left ) .  The next  twenty- five verses (15-
39) , which focus upon the disobedience of the children of I srael, begin in the left -hand colum n.  
The last  eight  verses of this song,  which deal with YHWHÕS r ighteous judgm ent , begin again in  
the r ight-hand colum n.7  Clear ly what  we read and see in this song are several pairs of witnesses 
that  stand before the children of I srael:  the two tablets of the covenant , Mount  Ger izim  and 
Mount  Ebal;  Heaven and Ear th;  and the two colum ns of t ex t  in the Torah Scroll.  When judgm ent  
falls upon the children of I srael for  disobedience, we m ay rest  assured that  it  will be just . 
 
The song HaÕazinu m ay be divided in to three basic sect ions.  The first  sect ion descr ibes the 
histor ical nature of the relat ionship between YHWH ELOHIM and the children of I srael (32: 4-18) .   
The second sect ion contains the decision of YHWH to contend with I sraelÕs rebelliousness and 
idolat ry (32: 19-35) .  The third sect ion is a prom ise of the restorat ion of I srael and the judgm ent  
of the nat ions (32:  36-43) .   
 
I n the opening sect ion of this song we are rem inded of where we cam e from .  We see allusions in  
the im agery of YHWH ELOHI M, the Creator  of life.  We are also rem inded that  our lives, our  
sustenance, and our protect ion all com e from  YHWH.  These opening verses descr ibe not  just  a 
m agnanim ous,  invisible, and creat ive force in the universe, but  an int im ate Elohim  and Father .   
The three opening allusions to water speak volum es about  our Elohim . 
 

Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :2  My doctr ine shall drop as the rain, m y speech shall dist il as 
the dew, as the sm all rain upon the tender herb,  and as the showers upon the 
grass. 

 
Water in the ar id land of the Near East  is t ruly a gift  of life.   I n I srael the rains com e only in  
season.  From  May unt il October there is li t t le to no rain.   The ground becom es hard and 
parched.  When rain does com e it  refreshes, restores, gives life, and br ings for th fruit  for  the 
harvest .  But  rain can also br ing for th destruct ion and death.  When the ground is hard and dry ,  
a sudden downpour will rush down the rocky hills,  gaining m om entum  and force.  This rock and 
stone-carrying water will kill and destroy anything in its path.  When I  was in I srael we saw a 
huge concrete br idge that  had been totally destroyed by runoff rain.   



 

 
But  note in our song how YHWH speaks of His Torah.  YHWHÕS Torah is like rain that  restores,  
refreshes, and br ings life and fruit fulness.  But  see how YHWH applies different  kinds of water  to 
differ ing situat ions.  There are som e people who are new to the Torah, and therefore YHWH 
waters them  with gent le dew.  There are others who have been in the m ovem ent a short  while 
and like sprouts, are growing st ronger, but  as of yet  are st ill t ender.  To these He gives droplet s,  
while the sages, like hardened reeds, get  showers.  The point  is that  our Creator  Father knows 
what  we need, and blesses us in the m anner which is best  for  us.   
 
The song goes on to descr ibe our Creator  Father as being the Rock, perfect , just , faithful, t rue,  
and upr ight .  Histor ical exam ples are given of the worthiness of our  Elohim .  We are told 
repeatedly how YHWH found us in the wilderness and preserved us, blessed us, and brought  us 
to the prom ised land flowing with m ilk and honey.  Unfor tunately all of this blessing caused us to 
grow fat  and forget ful.   
 
Also within this f irst  sect ion is the indictm ent  against  us. 
 

Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :5 - 6  They have corrupted them selves, their  spot  is not  the spot  
of His children:  they are a perverse and crooked generat ion.  6Do ye thus requite 
YHWH, O foolish people and unwise? 
 
Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :1 5 - 1 8  But  Jeshurun waxed fat , and kicked:  thou ar t  waxen 
fat , t hou ar t  grown thick, thou ar t  covered with fatness;  then he forsook Elohim  
which m ade him , and light ly esteem ed the Rock of  his salvat ion.  16They provoked 
Him  to jealousy with st range elohim , with abom inat ions provoked they Him  to 
anger.  17They sacr if iced unto devils, not  to Elohim ;  to elohim  whom  they knew 
not , to new elohim  that  cam e newly up, whom  your fathers feared not .  18Of the 
Rock that  begat  thee thou ar t  unm indful,  and hast  forgot ten Elohim  that  form ed 
thee. 
 

At  the hear t  of  this accusat ion against  us is the reali ty  that  we have m ade ourselves the m ain 
focus of our lives instead of YHWH, our covenant  partner.  YHWH has blessed us beyond all  
m easure.   He has taken us from  an afflicted,  oppressed,  and enslaved people, and caused us to 
sit  and eat  on the m ountain tops in peace.  Here we contrast  our state before YHWH with that  
aft er  our encounter with YHWH. 
 

Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :1 0  He found him  in a desert  land, and in the waste howling 
wilderness. 
 
Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :1 3 - 1 4  He m ade him  r ide on the high places of the ear th, t hat  
he m ight  eat  the increase of the fields;  and He m ade him  to suck honey out  of the 
rock, and oil out  of the flin ty rock;  14but ter  of kine, and m ilk of sheep, with fat  of  
lam bs, and ram s of the breed of Bashan, and goats,  with the fat  of kidneys of  
wheat ;  and thou didst  dr ink the pure blood of the grape. 
 

Now that  we have eaten and are full and sat isfied, we rebel against  the call of Torah.  What  
YHWH is descr ibing when He accuses us of growing fat  and kicking is an ox that  has enjoyed 
grazing without  labor.  Now the oxÕs neck has grown fat  and unaccustom ed to the yoke and to 
labor , and so the beast  kicks against  the plowm an and is chaffed by the yoke of responsibilit y  
and accountabilit y.  I  cannot  help but  see in th is analogy an im age of the Western Gent ile 
Protestant  Church that  has en joyed the m essage of Òfree salvat ionÓ and grown fat  in grace, but  
now kicks and rebels against  the yoke of Torah.  They do not  wish to bear the burden of the 
im age of YHWH;  they do not  wish to t rade in their  bachelor  life for  the m arr ied one.  I nstead 
they choose to eat  freely in the field of false grace.    
 



 

YHWH has covenanted with I srael to be the bearer of His im age.  To this end YHWH sustained 
the children of I srael through the wilderness and brought  them  to a land where they could freely  
live the Torah without  inter ference by kings or  congressm en.  But  the children of I srael chose to 
cast  off this yoke and seek another m eans of providing such luxury for  them selves, but  without  
any st r ings at tached.  Surely they sought  for  an even cheaper grace than that  which they 
enjoyed.  Seduced by the Km art  f lashing blue light  special or  the Wal-Mar t  falling pr ices, we shop 
around for  the elohim  that  will give us the m ost  for  least .   
 

Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :1 6 - 1 7  They provoked Him  to jealousy with st range elohim , 
with abom inat ions provoked they Him  to anger.  17They sacr if iced unto devils, not  
to Elohim ;  to elohim  whom  they knew not , to new elohim  that  cam e newly up. 
 
Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :2 0  For they are a very froward generat ion, children in whom  is 
no faith . 
 

Most  if not  all of the readers of this study and com m entary are doing so from  the com fort  of their  
hom es in the United States.  Most  are studying the Torah while in exile.  Many of us have 
becom e extrem ely prosperous and com fortable in  exile, and som e m ay not  even want  to leave 
the land of our exile.  While I  do not  think that  we should all im m ediately jum p on a plane and 
head to the land of I srael, I  do think that  we need to at  least  recognize the fact  that  we are 
where we are because of  our sinful rebellion.  YHWH scat tered the house of I srael to the four  
corners of  the earth  because of their  worship of other  elohim .  The idea that  we would have to 
serve other elohim  was m eant  to be repulsive to us.  Unfor tunately it  seem s that  m any am ong 
us have acquired a taste for  the m eat  of pagan altars.   What  t est im ony can we give in such a 
situat ion?  We can st ill declare that  even in our exile YHWH loves and blesses us.   
 
I  read a story a while ago about  a king who loved his son with all of his hear t .  But  his son was a 
rebellious and som ewhat  spoiled boy.  As the son grew, his disrespect  and rebellion grew with  
him .  Finally there cam e a point  when the sonÕs behavior  and lack of m anners becam e 
intolerable.  The king called his son and sent  him  into exile from  the cast le to the darkest  and 
fur thest  forest  in  his kingdom .  The first  day the son was shocked at  his fatherÕs act ion, and was 
convinced that  his father no longer loved him .  That  night  the son sat  scared and alone in the 
dark.  The next  m orning when he awoke, he saw a sm all f ire burning nearby with som e food in a 
pot  over i t .  The boy quickly ran to the fire and called out , but  no one answered.  He saw 
evidence of wildcats, wolves, and bears in the forest , but  never once did any com e near him .   
Eventually the boy grew com for table in the wild.   Then one day a huge bear cam e bounding 
through the woods direct ly at  him , when suddenly one of the kingÕs personal guards jum ped 
from  behind a t ree and shot  t he bear dead.  I t  was then that  the son realized the love of  his 
father.  Even though the guards had been unseen, the father was st ill protect ing and providing 
for  his son even in exile.  The sonÕs hear t  changed, and he repented and returned to serve his 
father in love and respect  all the rest  of his days.   
 
I n m any ways the m essage of the second part  of t he song HaÕazinu tells t he sam e story.  Even in  
our exile YHWH is st ill there watching over us,  protect ing us, and providing for  us;  even though 
His countenance is hidden from  us.  YHWH declares, 
 

Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :2 0  And He said, I  will hide My face from  them , I  will see what  
their  end shall be. 
 

We should quickly  see and understand the connect ion between the obedience of the children of  
I srael and the m anifest  countenance of YHWH.  Yeshua has taught  us that  Elohim  is a Spir it . 8  
Since He is Spir it , He has no body.  For this reason YHWH took a wife Ð to becom e bone of His 
bone and flesh of His f lesh.9  I srael was called to be the flesh and bone body of YHWH in the 
wor ld.  By living the Torah, t he self- revelat ion of YHWH ELOHIM, I srael would becom e the 
m anifest  im age of the Holy One.  YHWH charged the Levit es and cohanim 10 to be the teachers of  



 

I srael, helping them  to learn the Torah and its dist inct ions;  especially between tahor 11 and 
tam ei. 12     
  

Lev i t i cu s 1 0 :8 - 1 1  And YHWH spake unto Aaron,  saying, 9Do not  dr ink  wine nor  
st rong dr ink,  thou, nor thy  sons with  thee, when ye go in to the tabernacle of the 
congregat ion, lest  ye die:  i t  shall be a statute for  ever throughout  your  
generat ions:  10and that  ye m ay put  difference between holy and unholy, and 
between unclean and clean;  11and that  ye m ay teach the children of I srael all the 
statutes which YHWH hath spoken unto them  by the hand of Moses. 
 

We should understand that  this inst ruct ion to t each the children of I srael how to m ake the 
dist inct ion between tahor and tam ei is no different  than that  given later  when YHWH com m ands 
Aaron to place His nam e upon the children of I srael. 
 

Nu m b er s 6 :2 2 - 2 7  And YHWH spake unto Moses,  saying, 23Speak unto Aaron and 
unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of I srael, saying 
unto them , 24YHWH bless thee, and keep thee:  25YHWH m ake His face shine upon 
thee, and be gracious unto thee:  26YHWH lif t  up His countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace.  27And they shall put  My nam e upon the children of I srael;  and I  
will bless them . 

 
By teaching the Torah to the children of I srael,  Aaron and his sons cause them  to bear the 
m anifest  countenance of YHWH ELOHIM.  The m ore Torah is kept  by  the people of  I srael,  the 
clearer  the countenance of  YHWH is seen in the land of I srael.  When I srael stops keeping the 
Torah, the less YHWHÕS countenance is seen in t he land of I srael.  So it  is that  when I srael is 
violat ing the covenant , i t  would appear to them  that  YHWH is hidden from  them .  Rem em ber  
that  YHWH ELOHIM is eternal.  He has no lim its in  t im e or in space.  There is nowhere that  He is 
not . 13  Therefore the Creator  cannot  com e and go.  Where would He go to that  He is not  already 
there?  What  does com e and go is the faithfulness of I srael and with i t  the m anifest  presence of  
YHWH from  am ong His land and His people.  By walking out  the Torah,  the nam e of YHWH 
becom es associated with the children of I srael. 
 
Even in our exile and rebellion YHWH does not  delight  in our death or  anyoneÕs death;  therefore 
YHWH chast ises but  does not  ut t er ly destroy the children of I srael.  YHWH acts to save His 
people from  the afflict ions of the nat ions that  now m ock at  them  and enslave them .  Not ice that  
YHWH saves I srael from  ut ter  destruct ion for  the sake of the nat ions.   
 

Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :2 6 - 2 8  I  said, I  would scat ter  t hem  in to corners, I  would m ake 
the rem em brance of them  to cease from  am ong m en:  27were it  not  that  I  feared 
the wrath of the enem y, lest  their  adversar ies should behave them selves 
st rangely , and lest  they should say, Our hand is high, and YHWH hath not  done all  
this.  28For they are a nat ion void of counsel,  neither is there any understanding in  
them . 
 

From  the very beginning of the m aking of the covenant , the scope of YHWHÕS love is for  all the 
nat ions.  The children of I srael are the chosen people of YHWH, but  they are chosen for  service 
and not  pr ivilege.   I srael was called to be a kingdom  of pr iest s to serve as a light  to the nat ions.   
I srael was to be the restored im age of YHWH to the whole wor ld.  Now because of the sinfulness 
of I srael the wor ld is confused.   I f I srael does no longer believe in YHWH, then why should the 
wor ld?  Therefore YHWH uses even I sraelÕs chast isem ent  as test im ony to the nat ions.  YHWH will  
not  allow the rest  of the wor ld to rem ain in ignorance because of I sraelÕs rebellion.  The 
restorat ion of I srael and I sraelÕs vindicat ion against  her enem ies will assure the wor ld that  YHWH 
alone is Elohim ;  not  only in I srael, but  in the whole universe.  So it  is that  all shall know that  He 
alone is Elohim . 
 



 

Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :3 9  See now that  I , even I , am  He, and there is no elohim  with  
Me:  I  kill,  and I  m ake alive;  I  wound, and I  heal:  neither is there any that  can 
deliver  out  of My hand. 
 

Finally, Moses gives us a st rong warning:   
 

Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :4 6 - 4 7  And he said unto them , Set  your heart s unto all the 
words which I  test ify am ong you this day, which ye shall com m and your children 
to observe to do, all the words of this law.  47For it  is not  a vain thing for  you;  
because it  is your  life:  and through this thing ye shall prolong your days in the 
land, whither ye go over Jordan to possess it . 
 

And then, as if to add an exclam at ion point  to all  that  Moses has said, the Torah declares that  
even Moses him self will not  be allowed to enter  the land because of his disobedience. 
 

Deu t er o n o m y  3 2 :4 8 - 5 2  And YHWH spake unto Moses that  selfsam e day,  
saying, 49Get  thee up into this m ountain Abar im , unto m ount  Nebo, which is in the 
land of Moab, that  is over against  Jer icho;  and behold the land of Canaan, which I  
give unto the children of I srael for  a possession:  50and die in the m ount  whither  
thou goest  up, and be gathered unto thy people;  as Aaron thy brother died in  
m ount  Hor , and was gathered unto his people:  51because ye t respassed against  
Me am ong the children of I srael at  t he waters of Mer ibah-Kadesh, in the 
wilderness of Zin;  because ye sanct if ied Me not  in the m idst  of the children of  
I srael.  52Yet  thou shalt  see the land before thee;  but  thou shalt  not  go thither  
unto the land which I  give the children of I srael. 
 

What  wrong had Moses done to cause YHWH to prohibit  him  from  enter ing the land?  I t  is 
recorded for  us in the book of Num bers.  Once again the children of I srael were grum bling over  
the lack of water .   
 

Nu m b er s 2 0 :7 - 8  And YHWH spake unto Moses, saying, 8Take the rod, and 
gather thou the assem bly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye 
unto the rock before their  eyes;  and it  shall give for th his water, and thou shalt  
br ing for th to them  water out  of the rock:  so thou shalt  give the congregat ion and 
their  beasts dr ink . 
 

We should note here that  this would be the second t im e that  water was brought  from  the rock.   
The first  t im e was in t he wilderness at  Rephidim .  There YHWH com m anded Moses to st r ike the 
rock in order to br ing for th the water. 14  These two instances of YHWH providing water from  the 
rock are shadow pictures of the Messiah.  The first  instance is a shadow picture of Messiah being 
crucif ied, sm it t en with the spear that  brought  for th water and blood.15  The second t im e that  
Moses was com m anded to br ing for th water from  the rock, he was told to m erely speak to the 
rock Ð this because Messiah was appointed once to die.  We do not  crucify  the Messiah again and 
again.  But  Moses did not  heed the words of YHWH;  instead, he sm ote the rock twice. 
 

Nu m b er s 2 0 :9 - 1 1  And Moses took the rod from  before YHWH, as He 
com m anded him .  10And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregat ion together  
before the rock, and he said unto them , Hear now, ye rebels;  m ust  we fetch you 
water out  of this rock?  11And Moses lift ed up his hand, and with  his rod he sm ote 
the rock twice:  and the water cam e out  abundant ly, and the congregat ion drank,  
and their  beasts also. 
 

By st r iking the rock a second t im e, Moses violated the Torah.  He changed a shadow picture,  
thus giving a wrong im age of YHWH.  By his disobedience Moses violated the TorahÕs prohibit ion 
against  adding to or  dim inishing from  the word of Elohim .16  I n this Moses failed to sanct ify  
YHWH before the eyes of the people;  instead, he put  for th a false im age. 



 

 
With this in m ind we should take ser iously MosesÕ warning to t ake careful heed to the Torah, for  
it  is indeed life to us.   
 
 
 
  
                                                
1 All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version.  I  have taken the liberty to restore the names of the 
Creator and the Messiah. 
2 Deuteronomy 31:22, 30 
3 Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8 
4 Alphabet 
5 Exodus 15:1-18 
6 Deuteronomy 11:29; 27:4ff 
7 The Kestenbuam Edition Tikkun, Mesorah Publications, Pp. 288-295 
8 John 4:24 
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11 Tahor, usually translated as Òclean,Ó means to be acceptable or useful for being the image of YHWH. 
12 Tamei, usually translated as Òunclean,Ó means not acceptable and not useful for being the image of YHWH. 
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